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Summary 
I' Tbe C m h a  Methodist Chwh is a single-story, w d  l k m e  ecclesiastical s t r u m  designed 

in a rectangular plan, Built in 1871, the church is Imated in remote Nevada County, Arkansas, 
just off State Highway 4 near Rosston. It is covered with a gable roof and supported by stone 
and concrete piers, 

Elaboration 

The Carolina Methodist Church is a single-story, wood frame e c c t e s h t i d  s t f i l m  designed 
in a rectangular plan. Built in 1871, the church is located in remote Nevada County, Arkansas, 
just off State Highway 4 near Rosston. 

Built with no chimneys, the church rests on a smne and concrete pier foundation, the latter 
of which was placed under the structure during a renovation project in late 1977. The gable 
roof is caved with composite shingles and the walls of the building are faced with 
weatherbwid The East elevation contains three double-hung sash windows and a pegged door 
at the north end, with the West elevation being a m h r  image, The South elevation has 
doubleleaf d m  symmettically placed with the end gable, with corresponding double-hung 
windows in the opposite end gable. 

1 The interior of ~e building is simple and typical of the amhitecnrral style, featuring flush 
plank walls. The dmm and windows are of w o d  peg construction and the pews are each 
made from one continuous plank of hot -ke  pine: timbers. The pulpit and moumm bench 
is also c o n m a d  from w d  found on the propary. 

- Thc only dttrations to the smctm are the =vat of the bottom sash e o n  from the 
double-hung windows to guard against deterioration and vandalism. Othdse, the building 
is intact, 
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1 
Summary 

Tbe CaK>Iina Methodist Church, a one-story wood frame rectangular tccIesiasticd building, 
is an excellent example of e d y  vernacular Greek Revival style architecture c u m  in early 
19th m t w y  America and is the best example of this style in the Rosston vicinity. 

Elaboration 

7'716 Carolina Methdst Church is a single-story wood h e  ecclesiastical building. 
Constructed in 1871, the mcture is located in a remote wooded area of Nevada County 
approximately five miles from Rosston, Arkansas, off State Highway 4. 

Built on a mtanguIar p h  with no chimneys, the structure resn on concrete piers placed 
during a renovation effort in 1977, along with one original stone pier. The gable roof consists 
of composite shingles and the builcling is f a d  with weatherboard E n m c e s  are found at 
the north end of the east and west elevations, with three double-hung sash windows placed 
to the south. This symmepical plan parallels h e  gable roof, as do the divided pews found 
inside the smcture. The south elevation features double-led doors symmetrically placed under 

I the end gable. The north elevation has two double-hung sash windows under the end gable 
W o r i n g  d m  placement on the south. 

The - h a  community was settled in 1855 and local histmy supports that the congregation 
was established in 1856, However, the land where the church now sits was purchased from 
the John W. Shell and W.C. Hatley families in 1871 by the bard  of trustees of the 
congregation for the s u m  of twenty-five cents. The original deed on file with the Nevada 
County, Arkansas, Circuit Clerk's offm bears a date of January 15, 1870. The ded includes 
a reversion, clause requiring a saucnrte for the purposes of worship be erected on the property 
or the land would revert to the original owners or their heirs. The* was, however, no revision 
clause for the wnditim of abandonment. (Abandonment is defined by the Little Reek 
Conference of the United Methodist Church as any church congregation w building that "has 
no pastor assigned and no appdonments levied") This deed is the best sulpporting evidence 
for bhe construction date of 1871. 

The benches in the church are original, each consmcted from one continuous piece of knot- 
free virgin pine timbers. The cap molds on each are hand hewn. The pew divider in the 
center of the church parallels the side walls and consists of two pieces of pine measuring 32 
inches in height. The doors and windows are of peg construction, and were repaired with this 

i technique during a partld renovation and preservation project in 1977. Reverend Dale and 
Helen McKinney held senrices every fifth Sunday that year for the purpose of raising funds 

1 for restoration. 
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Tbe Carolina C h w h  served as the center of activity for the community of the satae name 
from 187 1- 1977 when regular sewices were discontinued due to its remote location and Pack 
of interest. However, community, church, schml, and family reunions have been held in the 
building since that time and the building has also been used as a voting precinct. 

Inside the church opposite the pulpit are visible markings w h m  the black balcony was Iocated. 
According to John Teeter, an active member of the Nevada County Historical Society who 
attended some sewices there as a child, the balcony contained only one bench. This was used 
on a first-come, first-served basis, but thcrc was ample standing room. 

During the k regular services w e n  conducted, the building housed an organ and piano. The 
choir, consisting of six to eight regular members, sat in a special section of pews to the 
immediate right of the minister a he faoed the congregatEon, 

Directly in h t  of tfie pulpit was the mourners kmh. The btnch mmined in this location 
until a n e r d  took place, at which we it was moved to the side of the pulpit fm family 
members and close fiends, and the casket was placed between the pulpit and congregation. 
It was also common practice of the Carolina wngregation to seat men and women separately 
dmcing smites, a pxactice h u g h t  by the original settIers from the Carolinas. 

In Apd, 1931, the only existing written assessment of the church building md congregation 
was done by S.T. Esugh, Extension Semtary of the Prescott Circuit, Pkscoot Diseict of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South. Written to the District Commission on the Rural Church, 
the report addressed Baugh's concerns of a l l  smll churches in the disdct. Regarding the 
Carolina church, it was reported that there were 50 active members at  time, (90 percent of 
which owned their own homes) and sentices were held the first Sunday of each month at 3:00 
p.m. by Reverend B.D. Hanna, circuit pastor. The= had been no active Sunday Schml 
program in more than three years, and although there were approximately 10 young people 
in the church at that time, there was no Epworth League, the pmle.cessar to the United 
Methodist Youth program of today. Baugh was also concerned by the laek of organization 
among the women of the c h u h ,  and mommended initiating the Women's Missionmy Sociery 
in the circuit, with circles working in each church. 

Conctming she building itself, Baugh commented: on the need to repaint inside and outside, 
recovering the outside walls, and replacing 'broken window glass. He msed the need for a 
church to have a "clean appearance" as church buildings "are the f d  point, the most 
important building in a community." He also suggested the consoIidation of Carolina and 
Caney churches due to small emhects  and proximity to one another. 
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Local historians have d s e d  h u g h  aral interpretation that services lasted h m  2 112 to 
4 burs. It was not uncommon for children to be placed on pallets to nap. A freshwater 
sprislg adjacent to the c h m h  provided a respite on warm days, and served as a some to 
replenish horses and mules as they were unharnessed. 

The chmh Icemetery was located appmldmately one mile east of tht church building, The 
cemetery was k g u n  in this location when the congregation was started, and was not moved 
when the land for the church was purchased one mile away. Descendants of the first families 
md members of the local historical society continue to maintain the cemetery. 
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