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'-4 ,A- NAME i ! 
HISTORIC XSS issippi. County Courthouse , .  ! 

- Osceola, kr?cmsas .. + ., 
A:lD!OR COMMOQ 

Osceola Courthouse I 

STREET & NUMBEM 

Fale m d  Poplar AOY FOR PUBUCATION 
CITY. iO lVX CONGRESSSONAL DISTRICT I! 

Osceola , VlClNiN OF F i  rs;'t Congressi anal District 
STAT? CODE COU N TY CODE ; 1  

4rGancnq fl5 Mississippi 093 I 

~ ~ C U S S I F I  CATION 
1 1  

sa ' I ! 
I! 

CATEGORY OW3ERSHIP STATUS 
-DZST~ICT  m u e u c  &CCWPIED 

XRUILDFNG(S) -PRIVATE ,UNOCCUPIED 

- S R U  CTU R E -@.Of H -WORK IN PROGRESS 

if E PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCf SSl8 LE 
-wWECi -IN PROCESS -YES- RESTRICTED 

-8EIMG CONSIDERED XYES UNRf STRlCTED 

-80 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL ,PAR% I 

,EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-EUTERTAINMENT -REUGlOUS 

XGOVERNMENT ~ C I E N T I F I C  I 

,INOW STRIA L 
i 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-MIUTARY -OTHER: i 
I DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

MAME I 
blississippi County, Arkansas,.:c/o A. A. "Shug" B n k ,  County Judge -- 

STREET Ei  NUFA3 ER I I 

Courthouse I 

CITY. TOqrVN STATE I 
3lyti.leviLle - VIC~NITYOF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
I I 

COURTMDUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEoQETc. C i r m i t  Clerk' s Off i ce,  Courthouse 
STREET & WUAIBER 

Hale a d  Poplar 
CITY. TOLV;U STATE - Osceola Arkansas 1 L a RREPRESXNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

I s  

-FEDERAL S A T E  -COUKN -LOCAL 

ucroSITORY F O R  

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN S f  ATE 



CONDITION 

,EXCELLENT ,DETERIORATED 

,GOOD -RUfNS 

XFAIR ,UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XUNALTEREO 
4 I I F A C D  

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-F+lQVED D A L  

DESCRIBE THE'PRESENT AND OH1GkNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Situzted in the  center of Osceola i s  the. rviississippi County Courthouse which can be 
,:itwed from any part: of the city. On the premises art? nmnerm large trees and shrubbery, 
1 mcnment dedicated to Judge William J. Driver, one kdicated to the CmfeZesate Veterans 
md a sign which te l ls  of the County seat' s origin .  The structure is of the N d l a s s i c a l  

s t y l e .  
me first floor was once used as the Mississippi County Jail, There are no windous and 

:he walls arc constructed of plaster. The floor is laid w i t h  a beige colored tile and there 
Ire seven r o w  pre'sently used as storage space and offices. 

me seccnd f Loor contairrs nine offices which have eight foot huble hung t\rindaws with 
L / I .  ligh** There is a double staircase which is symmetrical about the north and south 
~ i i s  and neets a t  a central landing on the t h i rd  floor.  The stairs are constmcted of 
narble a id  the  r d i n g  is of wrought iron with a wood hand rail. The f lmr is truly the I 
vork of 2 i~ell-experienced t i l e  decorator. It is constructed of inlaid ceramic ! 

. ' k e  w a l l s  are wain-scot w i t h  the lower portion bemg marble and e- 
3ar portion being plaster. The r%*alls are twelve 5eet in height with plastered cef l ings .  ' I  

Thet~irdflmxofficeshaveei~htfootdou5lehmgwindws~tFE1JE.light~ . There 1 
 re five eight foot dothle hung h-indows with 36 /36  l i g h t s  A located on the center south wall. 1 
fie floor is distkct5ve with in1 aid stone of ul oak leaf design. The Cortrtmom is decorated 1 t i l t h  terra-cotta cornicing and exposed b e m .  The b e m  have Roman olive branch decorations 
rt each end. Tne floor of the Courtroom is carpeted with a l i g h t  green level looped carp< + 

TE3e Ccurthoue Square is landscaped with an abudmce o f  large oak trees and sh-rubbery. 
In the c e n t e ~  f ~ m t  are two wrought i ron l q s  which are situated on either side of the 
Frmt stejs.  The fmnt h x  a full porticcl entrance with  six t h i r t y  foot high, three foot in 
5 a i ~ e t ~ ~ ,  . - . . , fluted Ionic colms. The exterior walls  of the Courthouse have face 
?rick extencling to the foundation. Located beneath the rooft s eave , terra-cotta decorations 
reach corqletaly around t h e  building, A t  each side is a one bay entrance with stane steps 
a? wrought iron hand rails, The fotmdation of t h e  Coudouse is one htmdred feet long by 
E E t y  four feet wide. It is ten inches th ick and constsucted of stone. 

Tne mst 2istinguishing feature of the building is the roof. The east and west sides I 
Ire gable shqed. The f l a t  center section supports a sol id  copper dome. The dome is sur- 
mirr,ded with terra-cotta decorations, Large round polished k s e t s  adorn each of the four 
Eaces of the dme. 

R e  appearance of the Courthouse dome was altered sane twenty years ago, Severe leakage 
%rough the dome onto the Llird f loo r  forced County officials to paint it w i t h  asphalt paint. 
fiis act ion has detracted somewhat f r o m  t h e  aesthezic qualities of the Courthouse, bu t  the ! 
>as ic archi tectrlral beauty of the Courthouse is s t i l l  &dent. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTlW BELOW 

4RCHEOWGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNlIY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITKTU9E 

ARCHEOLOGY-H ISTORIC  -CONSERVATION XLAW 

AGR1CULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EOUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING ,MUSIC 

-COMMERCF -EXPLORATlDN/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS ANDUSTRY ~~POLITICS/GOVERHMENT 

JNVENT ION 

SPECIFIC DATES hly 4 ,  1912 i BU'LDEWnRCHlrECr F a l l s  Construction Co/.Tohn Gains - 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
iord I 

1 
The Osceola Court\ouse, b u i l t  in 1912, is signif iant  far i t s  fine architectural work on 1 

fte interior xiid exterior portions of the building. The interior floors and exterior :galls / ].re of an em5ellish design. Tne stone t i les  used.to constmct the floors and the terra-cotta 
kcorations m the exterior are very rare, 20' this area. Before t h e  present Cowthouse was I 

->.-lilt, Cotlrt 19-as held in  a very small wood frame building. Ps the'county grew in population ' 

k u n q  off ic ia ls  found it necessary t o  construct a larger more sui table  burthouse. Zhe old , 
:ouf ioue  was located in old Osceola, which is nuw t h e  extreme east portion of new Osceela. I 
h e  Honorable Judge IT i l l i am J. Driver, who was County Judge in 1912, donated a plot of land : 
~pproximately one acre in size to construct the new Courthouse. The p l o t  of land is located 
lirectljr in t h e  center of  new Osceola. 

I 

Tqere are few if any buildings in this area that have such great  detailed architectural 
Tie materials used are also of signieicant value. The columns and decorations which 

: I I ~  I Y ~ I d  t he  building are constructed of terra-cotta, an unglazed clay that is rarely seen 
.n t h i s  area. This 1s the  only public building in the entire County that is decorated w i th  
:his brmmish-oranae material. The floors are truly the work of  m- ar t is t ,  carzfully ghaced 
.n a unique are eight kdh  baked stone t i les .  The various colors are red, bl&,  
!reen aqd ' ~ ) b - k  at1 %Ye second floor, green, gray, rust and black on the  third floor. In 
. a~ger  cities of  this area one would not find floors of  such design and beauty. 

Located on the east side, 'across the street, is the Oscmla Times building,  t h e  oldest 
)uilding in Clsceola. Ch.1 the south side, across the st reet ,  is Fred G. Pattersonts general 
;tore, Erected in 1902, th i s  building remains without alterations in its ori,hinal state. 
Iese two buildings contribute to the  his tor ica l  value of the Courthouse. i 

i 
?heOscea l aC~ur thouse rema ins in i t so r ig ina l s t a t ewi th theexcep t iono f thecoppe r  I 

io~;, which has been painted with asphalt paint due to leakage. 1 



Edrington, W l e  F. History of  Mississippi County Arkansas : Mable F. Edrington. 
I 

Qcala, Florida, The Ocda Star Banner, 1962. I 
I 

Blackbcm, Adah R. '"Blue h d  Bark m the Mississippi Becarre Heart of County", ?he - 
Comercia1 Appeal, 10 June 1925, p. 5 cols. 2-3. I 
 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACSEAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ~WTOX. one (13 acre 
UTM REFERENCES I 
~U1213111312tI &&&&&I BW u ! A 1  1 

Z 3 N E  EASTING NORTHING 

c w  u u 1 I 
VERBAL BO?I NOAUY DESCRlPTlON 

I- 
!he cerain p l a t  of l and ,  two hundred feet square, marked upon the record as a ''private 1 

;quare", bamded, -an t!!e north by Johnson Avenue ,on the south by H a l e  Avenue j md m the west 
,y 14!ainut, the same being the Oscmla Townsite Addition to the tom of Osceola, Arkansas. 

I 
:2 p l a t  book three, page tcn, the'.land is in the Northest I/4 of Section 36, Township 13 

I 
?orth,  F a n s  10 East .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 80UNORRlES I 
STATE CODE COUNM CODE I 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE ! 

.4&ninistrative .ksistant 
ORGANlzATlov DATE i 
fississigpi County Arkansas February 15, 1978 

STqEET 3 :4UVBER TELEPHONE I 
CITY Oq TOWN STATE 

Bly thevilie Arkansas 

 STA AX HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVAtUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATEX LOCAL- 

- 
As tha  designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histor~c Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ~c Law 89-6651, I 
hereby nom~nate this propew for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has bean evaluated according to the  

I 
I 

crketia and procedures set forth by the National Pa 

STATE H!SSORIC PRESERVATIOA OFFICEP SIGNATURE 

TITLE I 
. . 

FDFt NPSYSE0NL.Y 
I H E R E P  CERTIFY f HAT THIS PR~PERTY 15 lHCtlf  DEQ IN f HE NATIONAL REGISTER . . .  

I 

I .- . 
I DATE , 

1 DlREMOR,OFRCEOFAHCE.(EOLOGYANDHISTURICP~ESERVATI0N 
ATTEST: DATE 

KEEPER GFTHE NATIONAL REGtSTEi? l 
i 

! 
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