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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
The Layton Building, constructed in 1906, was b u i l t  to house the 
Layton Department Store  and t he  Bank of Yellville. ~t is a-two- 
storey rec tangu la r  s t r uc tuee  of rdsticated stone. The east ( f r o n t )  
fAcade is composed of five i r r e g u l a r l y  placed f l a t - a r c h e d  bays 
on the first storey and s i x  i r r e g u l a r l y  placed segmental arched 
bays above. Windows on the other t h r e e  s i d e s  are irregularly.. 
placed- The four entrances 'an t h e  gxou~d  f loor  level are inset 
walls meeting at a 45degree angle from the facade. The cornice 
above the f i rs t  floor is of a pressed tin fleur-de-lis design. 
The cornice atop t h e  building is also m e t a l  with brackets and 
bosses. The upper bays have been i n f i l l e d  with metal sc'reens 
and f o u r  of t h e  nine lower bays have altered i n f i l l s .  

The walk-in vault  w i t h  t h e  original safe inside still remain  a 
v i s u a l  reminder of the time t h e  building s@rved as the Bank of 
Yellville. One of the most unique aspects o f  the Layton Building 
is in thc bank sec t ion  of the s t r u c t u r e .  The f loor s  are of 
black and white marble, which show the effect  of thousands o f  
nervous feet as t h e y  stood before the cash ie r .  Another f e a t u r e  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  is the elevator which w a s  hand d r i v e n  u n t i l  1952 
and is s t i l l  operable today, 

The i n t e r i o r  ground floor was o r i g i n a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two main areas, 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  and the bank. Other areas w e r e  stairways, a 
coal shutter and dock area for load ing  and finloading, The m a i n  
level of the building conat ins  9,240 wquare fee t  of floor space. 
There is a horseshoe shaped mezzanine f loo r  over the rear  one- th i rd  
of t h e  main level and along both side walls extending s o m e  ten feet  
over the department s to re  a d d i n g  display  area for this f u n c t i o n  of 
k h e  bu i ld ing ,  THe department store was div ided  i n t o  s u b  areas such  
as hardware, groceries, liquor, c l o t h i n g  and n o t i o n s .  

The  bank was div ided into a bank lobby, tellers area, and a v a u l t  
and rear off ice .  The mezzanine floor w a s  suspended f r o m  t h e  bottom I 
o f  t h e  sccond floor with steel tie rods and two steel poles secured 1 
in the basement and reaching up to support the second floor in the I 
niddle. The ceilings th roughout  the building are of a u n i q u e  pattern ; 
rnanufactlzred by a loca l  p lanning  m i l l .  I 
The Layton Building contains a total of 18, 480 s q u a r e  f ee t  p l u s  
the rnexxanine section. T h e  twa-storey building measures 14bft.X 
66ft. and stands as  a l o c a l  Landmark in Yellville, Arkansas, 



PZPtOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
PPEHISTORIC 2RCHEUtUGY-PREHISTORIC  -COMM!JKIT' PlAlVNING -LANDSCAeE ARCHITECTURE ,'RELIGIOY 

400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-l5&3-: 599 A G R I C U L T  UP€ -ECONOMICS -LlTERRTURt -SCULPTURE 

-1 600- 1699 XARCMITECTUAE _EDUCATION -MILITARY ,SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1706. I793 A R T  -ENGINEERlWG d U S I C  ,THE4TER 

-1 803- 1899 ~ O M M E R C E  -EXPLORATIOPI/SE~LEMEMT ,PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

x1900. -CCMMUNIWTIONS -1 XDUSTRY -POC1TICYGQVERNMENT -OTHER (SPEC1 FYI 

-I NWENTlON 

SPECIFIC DATES 1906 Jones Contractor 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Since the e a r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  one of the largest  and most 
prominent buildings in Marion County, Arkansas has  been t h e  
Layton Building, located on t h e  square of t h e  small mining 
town of YellviZle in the Arkansas O z a r k  Mountains. S i ~ n i f i c a n t  
in its representation of a turn-of-the-century c o m ~ ~ e r c i a l  structure 
in a small mountain town, the Layton Building s tands  as a local 
landmark. 

First c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  Layton Building w a s  s t a r t ed  in I 9 0 3  with 
the d igg ing  of t h e  basement and l a y i n g  of the founda t ion .  Bui ld ing  
was disrupted in 1904 due to the death  of o n e  of the owners, bu t  
resumed in 1 9 0 5  by Mr.  A.S.'~ayton and finished in 1906. The 
contractor on the job was C. A.  Jones who had b u i l t  the Marion 
County Courthouse.  The huge l i m e s t o n e  blocks were quarried on 
w h a t  is n o w  the Scott Cowan Farm, loca ted  about  one mile northeast 
of Yellville. A11 materials used in construction of the building 
w e r e  moved by horse and mule teams. Due to the size of some of 
t h e s e  s tones  it was necessary ot use a mule and pulley system to 
place t h e m .  The pit marks of t h e  tongs are still visible on the  
face of the s t o n e .  The Donum B r o t h e r s  were in charge of the masonry 
work and were by a l l  accounts'masters at t h e r i  work. The l i n e s  and  
trueness 02 this building and others worked on by the Donum Bro the r s  
s t i l l  attest to their workmanship. 

The Layton Building has been used on the main  f loo r  lave1 as a 
department store, general store, bank and United State Post Office. 
The upper  level has housed several attorneys, doctors and dentists, 
among them J . C ,  Floyd who later becane a Congressman. 

In recent years the building was used in filning t h e  movie '"loody 
Mamma". 

P l a n s  have been made by the  present owners and occupants of t h e  
Eayton Building to restore it to near i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  
thus r e s t o r i n g  a landmark to t h e  town square in the smal: mountain 
t own .  
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M 
IDATE ENTERED I 

CONTI NUATICN SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1 

Exact legal- description of subject property as recorded i n  Marion C~omty 
Court House, YellviZle, Arkansas: 

That part  of the  N E ~  of the NI.74, Section 9 ,  Township 18 N., Range 16 I.!. , 
bounded and described as follows: Starting at the northeast c o m e r  of 
s a i d  f o r t y ,  mn  thence south with the west Line of  M i l l  S t ree t  6 3  feet 
and 5 inches to the northeast c o r n e r  of  what is known as the Layton 
Store and Bank Building f o r  the p o i n t  of  beginning of the t r a c t  being 
descr ibed;  run thence south with the  west line of M i l l  Street 66 feeL 
to the n o r t h  l i n e  of Plain Stfeet;  thence west with the north l i ne  of 
Main S t r e e t  170 f ee t ;  thence north parallel with the west l i n e  of  M i l l  
S t r ee t  66 feet; and thence south 89 degrees and 45 minutes east 1 7 0  fee t  
t o  the p o i n t  of beginning, being the same lands as those referred to in 
p r i o r  deeds of conveyance a s  Lot I, Block  1, Town of  YellvilXe and the 
same lands as those referred t o  in p r i o r  deeds of conveyance as beginning 
at the intersection of the north  l i n e  of Main Street w i t h  the w e s t  l ine  
3f Mill S t r e e t  2nd running thence north 66 feet ;  thence West 170 feet; 
thence sou th  66 f ee t ;  and thence e a s t  170 feet to the po in t  o f  beginning, 
which lands  are situated in the Town o f  YelZville. 




























