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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANT) OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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  he Cowdrey House, bu i l t  in 1904-08, is a basically r ec tangu la r  wood s tmc tu re ,  
t~hictt  rests on a rock foundation. The house faces nprth w i t h  its longer s i d e  running  
north to south. The f r o n t  of the house is asymmetrical with a large gable over the 
northwestern corner and a three sto-y octagonal tovex an the northeastern corner, 
topped by a ribbed coniczl woof. On t h e  east and west s i d e s  are  center project ions ,  
which terminake in a large gabled dormer. On the main roof, which is biped, are 
faux symmetrically placed, m e  on each s i d e ,  gabled dormers. Roofing is newly  
replaced. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  house is in good condit ion and only slightly altered; wall 
covering has  been changed. The oak woodwork i s  unaltered.  The s t a i r  has turned 
balusters an8 balustraae. The stair wainscot is paneled oak. Pocke t  doors divide 
the parlors. The first parlor contains a mirrored fireplace mante l  supported by 
carved columns. The original l i g h t  fixtures are still hanging and are'of geometric 
n z t u r a l  £oms. 
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The J. S. Cowdrey House, constructed in 1904, is s i g n i f i c a n t  In its turn-of- the-  
century Victoriar. s t y l e  of architecture. It is a two-and-one-half s tory fraxe 
s t r u c t u r e  featur ing,  among other Victorian de ta i l ing ,  a three s to ry  octagonal tower. 
The house is also s i g n i f i c a n t  in its re f lec t ion  of t he  Cowdrey family, a prominent 
business factor in Yellville. 

The J. S. Colwdrey House, con~leted in 1904, was b u i l t  on t h e  site of the 
Cwwdrey family homeplace. Materials from the original Coviarey House were used in 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the 1904 structure. In 1902, J. S. Cewdrey hired a contractor from 
Texas to build the two-and-one-half story house. All i n t e r i o r  woodhwrk was hand- 
made in Nemphis and shipped close to Yellville on packet boats by way of the X i s s i s s i p p i  
7d White Rivers. The woodwork was t aken  by mule-drawn wagons to the building site. 

A t  least one notable persox was a hozlse guest at: the Cowdrey House. In 1927, 
Herbert Hooves, then Secretary of Commerce, visited YellviLle for  review of the 
devastat ion caused by flacdinq of the White f iver .  Due to the lack of h 3 t e i  fzcil- 
ities in t h e  tom, the Cowdrey family opened their home to t h e  f u t u r e  Pres ident  of 
the U n i t e d  States. 

The Cowdre-y f a m i l y  was in i t s e l f  a gotable and ~ r o r n i n e n t  f ami ly .  2. S .  Coi.~drey's 
parents, Dr. J. M. and Agnes Cok-drey, were among t h e  first settlers of the Yellville 
area. In addition, Dr. Cowdreqr was a well-known Zoctor and druqgist in t h e  north 
central section of Arkansas. J. S .  Cowdrey was an i n f l u e n t i a l  business factor in the 
t o i ~ .  In a d d i t i o n  to owning a dry  goods store ana a large mount  of Land, he dealt 
in cotton z ~ d  5anking, s e r d n g  as P r e s i d e n t  of the Miners and Citizens Bank af 
Y e l l v i l l e .  

The house remained within the Cowdrey f m i l y  u n t i l  1971 when the last surviving 
child of J. S .  Cohdrey sold the house to the present o-mers. The Cohdrey House is 
being ca r e fu l l y  restored to its original condition. 

The picturesque se t t ing ,combined  wi th  the stately historic Cowdrey house,was 
used in the filming of scenes i n  two m~vies ~ a d e  in the ea r l y  1970's. The C o ~ ~ d r e y  
House h a s  remained for  over seventy  years  a landmark in the small Ozark town of 
Yellville. 
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Mr. Lloyd Blasdel  
F1 Valley Street 
Y e l l v i L L e ,  Ai? 72687 

Re: Cowdrey House 
Yellville , Ear ion  C o m t y  

The s ta f f  of the wkznszs E i s t o r i c  PreserJation Progrm is p-cfzring 2 Nzt iona l  
Ee3ister nomination for :he Cowdrey H m s e  vrhLch ?;ill be presentee to t h e  tkkansas 
SEst5 rkEv~c,i Cc 7uy,. :ttee Et  & L ~ : -  Lt.LA - - A - ~ - - L - -  G~~ LcT.uc.- -- , . , ~ e L i x j .  Z f a>L~r~:;?.il, t5s :+.czir,& L ~ G T ~  

+;ill be subnitterl to t h a  Nat iona l  Reqisrer ufr'ice in k?as'r.in~+-ox fo r  f i n a l  con- 
s i d e r a t i o n .  

The N a t i o n a l  Reqister  of Historic Plazes is z l i s t i n s  of his tor ic  sites, buildingsr 
objects ,  2nd d i s t r i c t s  Erom a l l  across t h2  cow-try that are  wc)rt-,hy of preservation.  

Entry in +he PJational Req.!-ster is an honcr - ~ h i c h  plzc2s no o52igation on a private 
owner. It d s e s ,  hoxever, provide protection through comnont by t h e  Advisory 
Counc i l  on H i s t c r i c  Preserva5icn from f e d e r a l l y  f i n a x e d ,  a s s i s t e d  or l icensed 
pznj?cts  t h ?  z i q h t  affect a MationaL R e g i s t e r  p r o p r t y .  

On Cctoher 4, 1976, the Pres ic l sn t  .sign~d a Tax R~forn A c t  of T ~ i ~ i c i i  Scc t< ; rn  2124 
re te r s  20 tei: inco'tivzs for  h i s  toxic  prnperties. Er-zlosod yo?: will f i n d  an 
infcrnakio~ sheet on tI?at t a x  a c t .  

If l;~u hz7.7- 2r.y cyestions concexniny t h e  program or t h i s  ~ r u 2 ~ r t y '  s noxinat ion,  
n lease con ta r t  Dcanna i i r k  of our  s taf f .  

Enclose?  z r ?  :;a copies of this letter. Please ccmplete thc f o r n  below, s i g n  and  
rc'urc t h ~  o r i g i n a l  to our office. The copy is for  your Eiles. we would appreci- 
ate recsiving any corrnents you m i g h t  have conczrnin~ t h e  n o r i i n z t i o n  o f  this prop- 
erty. If we 20 riot h a a r  f ron you w i t h i n  39 days, your approval will be assum~ci .  

S incere ly ,  

Barbara I-:oodard , Bepdky  Director  
Wkansas Historic Prssert.atio Frog-ZT. 

I Z F ~ ' T Q - J E :  of th? nornir:ction of the  a5372 p.--operty 
to the ! ln t iunal  Rcg5stcr nf Fi s to r i c  Places. YE% :;cf 


