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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cowdrey House, built in 1904-08, is a basically rectangular wood structure,

which rests on a rock foundation. The house faces north with its longer side running

north to south. The front of the house is asymmetrical with a large gable over the
northwestern corner and a three story octagonal tower on the northeastern corner,
topred by a ribbed conical roof. On the east and west sides are center projections,
which terminate in a large gabled dormer. On the main roof, which is hipred, are
four symmetrically placed, one on each side, gabled dormers. Roofing is newly
replaced.

The interior of the house is in good condition and only slightly altered; wall
covering has been changed. The oak woodwork is unaltered. The stair has turned
balusters and balustrade. The stair wainscot is paneled cak. Pocket doors divide
the parlors. The first parlor contains a mirrored fireplace mantel supported by
carved columns. The original light fixtures are still hanging and are of geometric
natural forms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNEIFICANCE

The J. 5. Cowdrey House, constructed in 1804, is significant in its turn-of-the-
century Victorian style of architecture. It is a two-and-one~half story frame
structure featuring, among other Victorian detailing, a three story octagonal tower.
The house is also significant in its reflection of the Cowdrey family, a prominant
business factor in Yellville.

The J. 5. Cowdrey House, completed in 19204, was built on the site of the
Cowdrey family homeplace. Materials from the original Cowdrey House were used in
construction of the 1904 structure. In 1902, J. 3. Cowdrey hired a contractor from
Texas to build the two-and-one-half story house. All interior woodwork was hand-
made in Memphis and shipped close to Yellville on packet boats by way of the Mississippi
1d White Rivers. The woodwork was taken by mule-drawn wagons to the building site.

At least one notable person was a house guest at the Cowdrey House. In 1927,
Herbart Hoover, then Secretary of Commerce, visited Yellville for review of the
devastation caused by floocding of the White River. Due to the lack of hotel facil-
ities in the town, the Cowdrey family opened their home to the future President of
the United States.

The Cowdrey familv was in itself a nmotable and prominent family. J. 5. Cowdrey's
parents, Dr. J. M. and Agnes Cowdrey, were among the first settlers of the Yellville
area. In addition, Dr. Cowdrey was a well-known doctor and druggist in the north
central section of Arkansas. J. S, Cowdrey was an influential business factor in the
town. In addition to owning a dry goods store and a large amount of land, ha dealt
in cotton and banking, serving as President of the Miners and Citizens Bank of
Yellville.

The house remained within the Cowdrey family until 1971 when the last surviving
child of J. S. Cowdrey sold the house to the pregent owners. The Cowdrey House is
being carefully restored to its corigimnal condition.

The picturesque setting, combined with the stately historic Cowdrey house, was
used in the filming of scenes in two movies made in the early 1970's. The Cowdrey
House has remained for over seventy years a landmark in the small Ozark town of
Yellville.
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Mc. Lloyd Blasdel
£1 Valley Strest
Yellville, AR 72687

Re: Cowdrey House
Yellville, Marion County

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing e Sational
Fegister nomination for the Cowdrey House which will be presented to the Arkansas
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The Mational Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects, and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on & private
owney. It dozs, however, provide protection through comment by the Rdvisory
Council on Histeric Preservaticon from federally financed, assizted or liceansed
projacts that might affect a Mational Register property.

On QOctober %, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Secti
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will £
information sheet on that tax act.

If vou havs eny questions concerning the program or this property’s nomination,
please contacsi Dianna Xirk of our staff,

Enclosed aras iwo copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would apprecgi-
ate receiving any commenis you might hawve concerning the nomination of this orop-
erty. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, vour approval will be assumed.

Sinceraly,
2 A { . .

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Pressrvation Frogram

I approve of the nomination of the above property y
to the !National Reogister of Historic Places. Ve T huo
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