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I Name 

hlstortc Mount Zion Mi ssianary Sap t i  st Church 

and,or common N/ A 

2. Location 

street L number 403 South Main Street N/A - not fm publication 

N !  vicinity of 

Monroe state Ar kansds code 05 county I cade , " 1  095 

3. Classif icatian 
Category Ownership 
- district - public 

bulldlng(s) X private - structure - both 
_, site Public Acqukition 
- object - in process 

- being considered 
M/A 

Status 
1L occupied 
- unoecupled 
- work in progress 
Accessible 
_X, yes: restrlctd 
- yes: unrestrtded 
- no 

Pr.#nt Ur* 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - Ph 
- educational - privatt residence 
- entertainment L religtous 
- government - selenHflc 
- Industrial - transportation 
- military a t h e r :  

4. Owner of Pronerty 

nnme Mount Zion N i  ssionary BaptA s t  Church 

street & number 409 South  Flat n Street 

c~tv. town B r f  nkley N/I? riciniiy of state Arkansas 72921 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse,oof ty Co ~~t;rlt~Coo ifse 

street dr number Madison Street 

aimendon state Arkansas 72029 

Representation in Existing Surveys 

tlth Nlk has this promrty m n  deterinheid dlglbk? - yes - no 

&to - f-ral s t a t e  - county - toea1 

-)tav im s u m  mcords 

e ~ ,  town state 



.- 7; Description 

Condltlan Chhck one check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - m a l t e d  -- X original slte 

9 d  - ruins A alrem - moved date A f t e r  1909 
2I rair - unexposed 

- r i b  thm p m t  and oripi-l (Ef known) physical rppearmce 
I 

/ SUMMARY 

Mount Zion E a p t j s t  Church i s  an unusual red-brlck example of the t r a d i t i o n a l  front- 
gab1 e house of worship which i s typical of turn-of -the-century vernacu lar  re1 i gious 
architecture, Constructed i n  1909, i t s  simple rectangular design i s  augmented by 
Gothic fenest ra t ion and simple bri ck corbel 1 i n g ,  along w i t h  a dual -tower-and-arcade 
treatment of the facade. 

ELABORATION 

The principal  elevat fon of b u n t  Zion B a p t i s t  Church faces w e s t  along one o f  Brinkleyls 
major thoroughfares. The gabled facade i s  fronted by two square towers o f  different 
heights, each o f  which i s  accentuated w i t h  a one-ove-r-one doubl e-hung window with 
fixed arch sash above. The south tower sSses t o  a height nearly equal t o  tha t  of 
the gable peak while i t s  counterpart i s  approximately ten f e e t  shorter, g i v i n g  the 
church an as-tri cal facade. Original ly the north tower was t a l l  er, but  deter iorat ion 
o f  the bel f ry  walls necessitated removal of the upper part of t h i s  tower in 1983. 
However, asymmetry was maintained by reduction o f  t h e  north tower t o  an extent t h a t  
i t  became the shorter o f  the two. 

The two tawrs are connected by a covered perch w f  t h  three f l  at-arched openings. 
Modest b r i c k  corbelling graces the cornice o f  the arcade as i t  does t h e  edges of t h e  
f r o n t  gable, which i s  dominated by a large painted-glass, pointed-arch window. The 
porch leads to a centered double door w i t h  transom and t o  doors right and l e f t  which 
g ive  access t o  each of the b.qo towers. 

The north and south, or sfde, elevations of the church are ident ica l .  Each i s  lined 
w i t h  SIX one-over-one double-hung windows wi th  f i xed  arch sash which are  identical 
to the tower windows on the facade. A t  t he  back, or east, end of  each side e l e v a t i o n  
i s  a small hlpped-roof, ear-1 i ke p r o j e c t i o n  with  i t s  own arched window and s i n g l e  door 
facing west. 

A cinder-black structure deiigned t o  serve as a fellowship hall was added t o  the r e a r ,  
or east, e leva t ion  of the church i n  1981. The o r i g i n a l  east e leva t ion  i s  visSble from 
i t s  i nter ier  and the a d d i t i o n  has 1 i t t l e  impact  on the original bui 1 d i n g  as i t  i s  recessed 
behind the rear projection and n o t  noticeable f r o m  the street elevat ion.  

The gabled roof o f  the church i s  covered w i t h  metal shingles,  w i t h  exposed rafters 
v is ib le  under the eaves on the north and south. 

The Interior of Mount Zion Bap t i s t  Church i s  general ly  unaltered, with a rectangular 
sanctuary farming the basic plan, Entry is gained thmugh the  center e x t e r i o r  doors 
or from a single door which leads f r o m  the south tower. d main center a i s l e  and two 
side aisles lead t o  t h e  chancel a t  the west end of t h e  sanctuary which i s  elevated .  
approximately two fee t  above the nave. A large painted-glass pointed-arch window, 
i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  on the west  end which i s  vis ib le  from the facade, dominates t h e  wall 
behind the pulpit ,  Doors a t  t he  northeast and southeast corners lead t o  a choir room 
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and what  was originally a pastor's study, which are i n  evjdence in t h e  pro jec t ions  
a t  t he  r e a r  o f  the buildjng. 

The ceiling re f lec ts  the gabled roof1 ine, and i s  covered wi th  beaded board appl  fed 
i n  an unusual diagonal manner which echoes the Gothic  suggestions of the c h u r c h ' s  
window treatment. Wall s are plaster, ni t h  a recent wainscot ing  of veneer panel i ng. 
Suspended globed c h a n d e l i e r s  are  o r i g i n a l  t o  the  b u i f  ding, as is the p u l p i t  
furni ture.  

Access t o  a balcony a t  t he  west end o f  the sanctuary i s  facilitated by a staircase 
which i s  housed i n  the nor th  tower. The balcony i s  supported by turned posts and i t s  
bal vstrade i s  covered w i t h  t h e  same diagonal beaded board as t h e  c e i  1 i ng . 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- t 50&1599 
- t 60h1699 
- 1 70&1799 

1800-1 899 
A' 1900- 

Areas af Signitkanc&hack and justify bdow 
- -- archeology-prehistoric . - community planning - -, landscape archit~ture .z religion 
-- archeology-historic . -- eonsewation ,. law - science 

-- agriculture -- econcmics -- - l~terature -- sculpture 
1. architectu~e education military -- social( 
-- art - .  engineering --- music humanitadan 
, commerce . -. explaratianisettlemnt -- philosophy - theater 
- communfcationr industry -- ipolitics!government - transpartatIan 

.- .- invention - other (spxlfy) 

Statemmt of SlgnifEcrnee (in onr prragnphl 

SUMMARY 

Mount Zion Baptlst  Church i s  a key institution i n  the history o f  t he  black community i n  
Brinkley, Arkansas. The Gothic inf luences evident  i n  the deslgn o f  the church, as well 
as the construction o f  a br ick  ediflce a t  a t ime when the  majority o f  i t s  contemporaries 
were frame, reflect an optimism and prosperity on the  p a r t  of Mount Zion's founders. 

ELABORATION 

The congregation was formed f n 1886 and a frame s t p u c t u r e  was erected on a s i t e  
donated by t he  "Father o f  'Brinkley," Major W i l  I i am Black. I n  1909 t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was 
destroyed by a tornado and construct ion on the present church was begun a t  the same 
loca t ion .  C. A .  G e t t i s  , from one of i t s  p r inc ipa l  founding farnil i e s ,  served as 
architect and carpenter, The Gett is and other church members were actively involved 
i n  the comnercial and educational development o f  the local black community. 6 .  A. ' s 
brothers, f o r  example, were a mort ician, a barber, and a printer. 

Mount Zion membership was a l s o  Instrumental f n the formation and growth of t he  
Consol i dated Whi t e  River Acz."e~~:rr, whi ch ? r o v i  ded re1 -1 gious and a c s d ~ n i  c tra+n?'ng for 
black youth o f  the area u n t i l  1955. J .  D. Humphrey, the church's f i r s t  pas tor ,  had 
formed t he  Academy i n  1893 and i t s  first classes were'h2ld *ia ",= o r i g i n a l  church . 
sanctuary. C. A .  Gettis was princfpal  o f  the school for twenty-two years, and w a s  
a1 so a rch i t ec t  and general cont rac tor  f o r  i t s  Boys Dorrnf tory. 

The four  Gett i  s brothers, a? ong w i t h  other Mount Zion members, a1 so contributed to 
the music/developrnent o f  the church, as well as t h a t  of t h e i r  community. In 1915 
they formed Brinkley's Big Brass Band, which became known throughout  t h e  area f o r  i t s  
1 i vely performances. One o f  several post-Worl d War I addit ions to the band was Louis  
Jordon, who wen t  on to  become a band leader o f  some na t i ona l  renown. 

Haunt  Zion Baptist Church stands as a reminder not only af the social and economic 
segregation which t y p i f i e s  the  h i s t o r y  o f  small-town eastern Arkansas, b u t  also of 
t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  optimism and f a i t h  o f  the 'black community i n  Brinkley. 



9. Major Bibliosraphical References 
I - - 

"History o f  pjount Zion S a p t i  s t  Church i n  t he  S t a t e  of Arkansas" by Miss Nola A .  G e t t i s ,  
Y r s .  Io l a  f .  Dickson 

Souvenir Program, - Mount Zion Baptist Church, November 21, 1976. 

10. Geoaraphical Data 
~cmsgc ot nomlnrted pro rty less than one acre 
aurdrongle mm 7 S u n k  ey, Arkansas 

UTM Rdemmetr 

"11 k 5 1  k b F P  *41C( I 31816111217151 
Zom Eartlng Northrng 

" w 1-1 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

-- 
VmhaE boundrry descrlptkn and justHlcmtEon 

L o t  5, Block "U" 

Ust 811 #t.tms m n d  eountira lor propart$ms avmrtrpplng stst* or county boundrrlmr 

s- N J A  codh county code 

smts e m  eountv code 

1 1 Form Prepared BY 

n m i t a  Reverend Levf G. Davis.  pastor  - s. lo la  F. D cksa- 

arganlutkn Mount Zion B a p t i s t  Church date 

straadtnurnbr 409 South Main Street telsphons N/A 

elty or town Bri nkl ey state Arkansas 72021 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The smlumted dgnfflcann of thls pmpcrty wtthin the state is: 

- M ~ ~ O M I  -- stat# X leer1 

As th4 deslgnrted State HFstdc Presarrstlon OPlI-r far the Nlltbwl Mlstorlc Prassrvatlon Act  of 1968 (Public IAW €IS 
885). 1 hsmby nominate thls properly for Enetuslon In k l w  Ualonsl Reglster and certify that It h w  m n  evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedu I 

Stmte HIS- Pmnuwmtion Mcer rlgMurs 

tltb 



JTM GUlQ L Y E  1971 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DEC,.IMa-lOV A' CEWTER Or S C E F  

SCALE 1.24000 

- 
C O N T O U R l N T E R Y A L 5 F E E T  - 

DATUM IS MEAM SEA CELEL 

Mount Zlon Missionary Baptist Church 
T-llS M A 0  COMPLIES W ' T U  VAT'ONAL MAP ACCURACY STANChRDS 
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AND BY THE ARKANSAS GEOLOGfCAL COMMISS1QN, LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 7221 
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