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1. Name 

hlMorle Rusher Hotel 

and'or common Great Southern Hotel 

2. Location 
- -.  

strcst a numhr 127 Mest Cedar not tor ~ublieatlon 

sme Arkansas code 05 ,-* Monroe c e  095 

3. Classification 
Cmlmg- Ownership 
- district - puWlc 
-x- bulldlng(s) private 

Strtur 
K o c c v p ~  
- unaccupled 

- structure - both - work In prwmss 
- sltt Public AequisitPon Aecmrsiblm 
- object - in prwess yes: restricted 

- betng consldend - yes: unnstrlcted 

- edueationaS 
- entertainment 
- government 

- m-um 
- park 
- prtvmte msldsnos 
- rellgiws 
- sclcntifle 
- transpdatkn 
- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

mmb Stanley and Dorcas Prince 

-- - - . - - -- 

eW. town Bri n k l  ey 

5. Location of Legal Description 
~ & ) l o ~ s s ,  registry ol daads, a c .  Monroe CO un ty Court house 

,,. ,,, C l  arendon state Arkansas 



7. Description 

Condltlm Chulr o m  &k oms 
- e~cel lmt  - dsterlomted unaltered ,i originar site 

good - ruins - alttrcd m o v e d  date 
- lalr - unsxpassd 

SUMMARY 

Located a t  t h e  junction o f  Brinkley's West Cypress and North New Orleans  Streets, the 
Hotel Rusher faces the abandoned grade o f  the Chicago, Rock Is 1 and and P a c i f i c  Rai 1 road. 

The three story, load bearlng br ick  hotel presents a U-plan whZch i s  interrupted on1 y by 
a slightly recessed central section of the facade and a one-story kttchen attached t o  the 
rear elevation. 

The facade, or north elevatton, i s  l eve l  with t h e  Rock Island's rafsed grade, a testament 
to f looding whtch plagued railroad builders along the second dfvtsi-on from DeVall's Bluf f  
to  Madison. A barely recessed center d!vides tk facade tnto three equal sections, The 
central one-'th%rd contai ns no doors. Its lower f 1 oar 1s she1 terad ,! a.;onerstqryi &bree7 Y bay, f l  at-roofed wooden porch supported by slender, Square br ick  co urns, Three w i d e  show, 
w i n d o ~  1 i g h t  the former hote l  dl'ning mom, Each window Ts composed of im 1 arge s ta t ionary 
panes, surmounted hy th ree twelve 1 i te casement wl'ndgw, The second and t h f r d  floors of the 
central facade have! identical rows of four ft fieen-over-one doubl e-hung windows, Each 
vertical row of windows i s  flanked by a stacked brtck header course. In t h e  lower f loor  o f  
the  western on-third o f  the facade, 4 central show window, composed of two large stationary 
panes w i t h  a transom of three twelve 1 i t e  casement windows, i s  bounded by two e n t r i e s  i 
the f o m r  restaurant. Both have double wooden doors w i - t h  f u l l  glass panels, sidcl i g h t ~  
and transoms o f  a central twenty-four 1 i t e  casement wtndow hordered by smal I s i x  1 i te 
casement windows. A single  door with stdelights and an eSekt l i t e  transom i s  set i n  t he  
center o f  the second floor.  West of the doorway, two twelve-aver-one double hung 
windows a r e  symnetrically placed while, t o  the  opposi:te stde, a stmtlar w7ndow, flanked by 
a door w i t h  four-1 i t e  transom completes the 1 eve1 . A tw story porch w i t h  1 argc, square 
b r i c k  col urns which extend several feet  above the  upper deck projects from the facade, The 
second 1 eve1 ba? cony i s c l  rcl ed by a pla in  moden b a 1 urtrade, Four twel ve-over-one 
double-hung windows comprise the third f loor .  tlindon and door arrangement d i f f e r  in the 
first two levels o f  the eastern one-third of the facade, whi.ch contafns the hotel lobby. A 
double door similar to those fn the  restaurant i s  flanked by two show windows whtch are also 
identical to the restaurant wlndorrs, The second level contains only a s ingle  door" wi th  
sidel f g h t s  and an eight 1 i t e  transom, bounded by tw pairs of the predominant twelve-over-on1 
double-hung wjndows. The two tiered porch is repeated on thts portion o f  the facade, as we2 
as the t h i r d  level window arrangement, A classic ,  appl Ted stone entablature spans the 
facade. I t s  cornice Ps emphasized by mdill ions whSch protrude from the frieze. Three a t t t l  

vents rest above the comi  ce on each of the  protruding ends of the facade, whi le a vent i s  SI 

above each of the four windows 9n the central section, The br ick  parapet i s  re1 l'eved by 
square corner battlements and a gable-7 i ke central batt lement  on each o f  the pro jec t ing 
portions o f  the facade. 

M i  t h  the abandonn~nt of passenger service by the Rock Is7 and I lne, the importance o f  the 
facade as the hotel entrance was minf mired, The east eleratton now serves as the entry. 
T h i s  elevation, as we1 1 as the south and west elevations, r ise slightly above ground level 
because o f  the ra ised  railroad grade whj ch the facade a c c o m d a t e d .  P, two story porch 
identical t oy those  on the facade shelters the first IXQ scaries on the northernoneehalf 
the elevation. The 1 obby en t ry projects sl i ghtly on the east elevat ion and many o f  i ts 
features repeat those o f  the  facade. Centered in the f i r s t  f l o o r  level are double doors w i t )  
s i d e l  i tes and a three piece transom o f  a central twenty-four 1 i t e  casement window and 


























