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city, town Lawrenceville d v l c l n l t y  
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3. ClaaHlcation 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Aewurces within Property 
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OTHER: Vernacular/ Single-Pile/Central 
Hall I-House --- 

foundation Brick 
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Summary 

The William T. Capps House is a gable roof 1-house mnsuucted of brick load-bearing walls 
supported upon a continuous brick foundation. Also included in the nomination are three later 
but associated outbuildings and the original family cemetery. 

Elaboration 

The William T. Capps House is a good example of a brick constructed single-piIe with central 
hall 1-house. It is located on the north side of County Road 48 and is less than two and one- 
half miles east of Lawrenceville. 

Even though the William T. Capps House was built c. 1875 and is m n t l y  unoccupied, it 
remains in good condition. The entire structure is fenestrated with single, symmetrically- 
placed four-over-four double-hung w d  sash windows. A tw~story, single bay, wood frame 
porch was originally placed over the central bay of the five-bay south or front elevation and 
was accessed by a double-leaf entrance on both floors of the house; this porch has since 
collapsed. Intesior end brick chimneys are Iocated on both the east and west eleva~ions of the 
two-stmy portion of the gable mf house. The roof of the house is covered with composition 
shingles. A single story, gable soof kitchen extends from the nonh elevation of the western 
pen of the main house and a cwbelld brick chimney rises through the center of its gable 
pe& Dodnating the northern elevation of the house is a one-story L-shaped screened in 
porch. The screen was obviously added later but the wooden chamfered posts and brick piers 
that support the shed roof of the porch are original. The only addition to the house is a small 
novelty-sided room that is located on the rear C p r c h  where the building's centrd hall opens 
onto it. 

Approximately thirty feet northeast of the house is a small frame structure that appears to have 
originally been a pump house. It is rectangular in shape, has a composition shingle clad gable 
mf and rests on a cast concrete foundation. A single door accesses the west elevation of the 
structure while the oppsite gable end was originally relieved by a single window; this has 
since been covered up. The building is clad with weatherboard and was built c. 1920. It is no 
longer being used as a pump house but it is still in good condition. 

h a t e d  approximately twenty five feet northwest of the pump house is a barn. Its dgind 
function is uncermin bur it is now k i n g  used for storage. The building is rectangular in shape, 
one and one-half stories in height and of frame consrmction. Double doors access the south 
elevation of the main block of the building. The entire smctm is clad with weatherboard and 
has a corngated metal gable roof, Two small windows relieve the west elevation of the 
smm while the opposite side plays host to a large shed roof addition. A single 
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asymmehcally-placed d m  accesses the south elevation of the addition. The original building 
which dares to c. 1920 is in gmd condition. 

The general stm building is located approximately fony yards nmhwest of the main house. 
The store is rectangular in shape and of box consenrction with battens placed over the cracks 
between tbc vertical boards. The entire building rests on cast-concrete piers. The main or south 
eIevation of the structure is relieved by a single symmenically placed d m  that is flanked by 
single four-over-four double-hung wond sash windows. These windows are protected by 
wooden shutters. A single door and window were symmeuically arranged on the north 
elevation of the building originally; the window, however, has since been removed A mall, 
gable taof animal shelter has been added to the east elevation of the store; this addition is 
accessed by a single door on its east side. The west elevation of the miginaI building has had 
a Iarge shed roof smcture attached to it. This addition is designed to house farm equipment, 
The smcture has a camgated metal covered gable roof, is cumntly being used for storage 
and is in fair condition. It was constructed c. 1920. 

Approximately two hundred and fifty feet southwest of the house is the Capps family 
cemetery, in which William T., his wife Amanda, and three of their children are buried. Other 
landscape featuses which are also included in the nomination are the original dirt road into the 
farmstead, a filled well just to the west of the barn and the remnants of a historic w d e n  rail 
fence across &t front of the property (to the south of the house and running along County 
Road 48. 
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Summary Criterion C, Iocal significance 

The William T. Capps House survives as one of the best, if not the best example of n single 
pilelceneal ha41 I-house in this part of rural M o m  County. Its intact flm plan, minimal 
alterations and relatively g o d  smte of repair distinguish it as an excellent example of brick 
1-house consauction in the period &r Reconsmction, when many rural Arkansans were 
attempting to re-establish their commiment to successful and profitable farming. 

Elaberaf ion 

The William T. Capps House is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance due 
to the rarity of extant late nineteenth century brick I-houses in this part of Monroe County. 
As of the turn of the century, many of these stmcms were extant because farmers continued 
to work their relatively small farms and the contemporaneous l x a l  farm economy supported 
them. More recent changes in that economy have forced the families that once lived in them 
to move into nearby towns, resulting in the disappearance of many such mral nineteenth 
century houses. Given the fact that the buildings themselves are now typically unoccupied and 
located on v e q  f e d e  f d a n d ,  they are often considered to be useless obstacles, and 
therefore expendable. 

Monroe County was organized under an act of the legislature of Arkansas Territory, approved 
on November 2, 1829. In addition to stipulating the boundaries, the act mandated that the 
temporary cotrrthouse bc established at the home of the widow of Thomas Maddox - the future 
site of Zawrenceville - until othewise provided by law. During the mid- to late-nineteenth 
century the town of Lawrenceville was a small though thtiving port on the White River. Sited 
on he eastern bank of Maddox Bay (now a honeshoe lake lying approximately two miles east 
of the c m n t  White River channel), Lawrencevine served as the first couny seat of Monroe 
County, and a small frame courthouse and log jail were consmcted to shelter the county's 
civic business. Though the county seat was relocated to Clarendon in 1857 - where it has 
remained ever since - bwrenceville continued to function as a the principal shipping port for 
cotton grown on the feniEe farmland of southern Monroe County to the east of the river. From 
Lawreneevile h e  comn was shipped to Memphis and St. Louis when water levels in the river 
were high enough to facilitate steamboat traffic. By 1890, however, Lawrenceville had al l  but 
disappeared: the introduction into the county of several hunched miles of r a i M  track, all of 
which bypassed Lawrenceville, rendered it obsolete as a port, with virtually all of the shipping 
business going to the railroad centers of Clarendon (also on the White Rivet) and Brinklep. 

William T. Capps was born in North Cmlina in 1835. The eatliest known record of him in 
M o m  County, Arkansas occurs in 1869. On February 25 of that year he married A m d a  
C. Rnsey (also speIled Kinzie) of Jackson Township who was twelve years his junior and 
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born in Kentucky. 7 % ~  matriage was performed by Justice of he Peace John Walker. a p p s  
had married into one of the more well-hown families of Monroe County. The Kinsey family 
had been in Jackson Township since at Ieast 1840. Amanda's father, Elijah A., was a farmer 
who had been born in 1800 in South Carolina and was one of the fmt settlers of 
Lamnceville. 

The Capps family was like many other white Monroe County families of the time. William 
T. was an educated farmer while his wife, like many women of the time, was a homemaker. 
Their fmt child, Lam, was born in January, 1870. She was followed by Willie Andrew in 
1871 and James in 1876. Daughters were also born in 1874 and 1878 but their names have 
not k e n  documented. Even though Amanda herself could not write, her children were 
attending schwl by 1880. 

Though the original planting practices of the Capps farm have not been documenred, there is 
little doubt that cotton was the chief crop planted at the f a m  and that Capps, like most of his 

I neighbors, was a cotton farmer. Cotton was the chief crop of the period (1835-1890) in 
Monroe County: production figures from 1880 reveal that the county produced 14,106 bales 
of conon and 208,667 bushels of Indian corn; however, as noted in G d s p e e b ,  "Cotton is 
the king which demands and receives ~e principal attention of the fmers  and business men." 
Though corn did well, rice was yet to be introduced to any great degree. and the farmers of 
Monroe County had yet to diversify into new, unfamiliar crops. 

Located approximately two miles east of the old center of Lawrenceville, it is believed that 
the brick I-house was built c. 1875, because by the 1880 census a number of people were 
listed as living at the William T. Capps household They included Lucy Kinsey, William's 
sister-in-law, who at the time was 14 and had a five-month old son named Claudie, one black 
female farm laborer, two white male farm laborers, and one white male engineer. With the 
exception of the removed, central front portico, the house appears zxactIy as it did when it 
was consmcted c. 1875. Original details of note are the interior end chimneys with fmboxes 
on each floor, the handsome interior stairwell with its original balustrade and decorative aim, 
the kitchen chimney with two firebxes which open into the two pens of the kitchen and rhe 
segmental window arches, the thinness and elegance of which give the entire design an almost 
Federal-style appearance. It is one of the last historic brick mal ~esidences of any form in the 
county and virtually the last brick 1-house in h e  entire surrounding m a 1  area. 

The Capps House is dso being nominated under Criterion D by virtue of the intact and 
relatively undistmkd farmstead site and associated agricultural outbuildings and landscape 
features which surround it. The three outbuildings, including the barn, the pumphouse and the 
general store, all date from the period when this farmstead served as the center of a 
prosperous if relatively small cotton-growing tenant farm. The mad, well and fences also 
srwive from the historic period of the greatest activity of the farmstead. The sire has the 
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potential to =veal f m e r  information about the daily fanning and commercial activities of 
both the inhabitants of the main housc and the tenants who both worked the land around the 
farm and came to the buildings surrounding the main house to purchase gsoccries, seed, 
farming implements and other necessities for Bvhg and wmkisrg on a ruraI tenant farm. Few 
farmstead "centas" of this quality and overall integrity sunrive in the portion of the 
Mississippi River Delta which lies in the state of Arkansas, not to mention ma1 Monroe 
County; by virtue of both the extant structures, the cemetery and the variety of assaciated 
Iandscape features, the Capps House and its site are likely to reveal further archeological 
infamation which will provide valuable insights into the commercial, agiiculrural, and 
domestic choices made by the inhabitants and wwkers of a Iatc nineteenWear1y twentieth 
century rural Arkansas DeIta comn tenant f m .  
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Verbal Boundary Desc~ption 

Beginning at a point formed by she intersection of the northern edge of County Road #40 with 
a perpendicular line running dong the astern elevation of the pumphouse, proceed northerly 
along said line to a p i n t  formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line mnning along 
the northern elevation of the barn; thence praceed westerly dong said line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendiculat line which intersects County Road #40 at the western 
edge of the driveway, opposite the cemetery; thence proceed southerly dong said line to the 
point formed by its intersection with the northern edge of County Road #40; thence proceed 
easterly along said line to point of beginning, comprising in all less than three acres. 



8. Statement of Slgnifka~ 
Cert~fying affic~al has constderd the signif~ance of this property in &aim to otlw properties: 

nationa~b statewide locally 

Areas 04 Sin-Wame fewrter at- from instructkms) Pmiud of Significance SlgnlRcant Dates 
ARCHITECTLTRE c. 1875 N/A 

Cultural Amfiliation 
European 

Significant Person 
N/A 

ArchHeetlSuilder 
unknown 

State signfcance of property, and justtfy criteria, crfteria considerallons, and areas am! pwiods of significance nated abwe. 



O. Major Blbllog~ 

$09 eontinuatlon e h e ~  
Pwlous documantation on fllc (NPS): 

prellmlna~ determination of Indkldual lirtfng! (39 CFR 67) Prlmrq Iwtlon of rddltianrl data: 
has been requested State hlrtorlc prsaarv~tion offlre 
prdvlourly listed In the Nattonal Reglatar 1 Olher Slats mgency 
pravlously dezsrmtned dlgibie by tha Nmtlonrl ~wlftbr Fedsrrl agency 
dwignstd a National Historic Landmark Lmal govarnmbnt 
recorded by H tstorlc American Buildings @ ~nwrs i ty  
Survey # mher 
rscorded by Hlstorlc Arnerlcan Englnesring Spseify rspodlwy: 
Record u 

SO. Ooognphlerl Data 
~ c ~ r p ~  ov propfly LESS than three acres 

UTM Rslsnncbs 
k I1151 161 7811411103 13181119 I l r l t 0 ]  S W  U I I I I I ~ ~ I  

Zone Eaetlng NcRhlng Zone Eaatlng Noflhlng 

as contlnuatlon a h m  

Sss continuetion rheet 

Boundary Justtf'iation 
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