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"1 Name- 
. - .  

hlstorlc James A.  ~ a l . 1 ~  House - .  

andlor common 

2, Location 

street & numher - not for ~bl ica t ion  

citvl to- Hal ly Grove ~ 3 vleinlty of ~. - .  . . 
7 -, 

state Arkansas code 05 county Monroe / 

code 095 

3. Classification 
- 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - public L occupied a g r i c u l t u r e  - museum 

building(s) _v private - unoccupied - cornmerclal - park 
- structure - both - work in progress e d u c a t i o n a l  private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process -3L- yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - Industrial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
. . - no . military . o t h e r :  

- 

Mrs. Ruth Dearins - ... " .  name , 

street & number BOX 475 

city, town 1~ Grove - vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc- Monroe Cm1;y C O I  ~y-thouse 

street & number Courthouse Square 

city, tom C7 arendon state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys - .  

title has this property been determined elegible? y e s  no 

date * f e d e r a l  --?state - county - Focal 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



- 

r . Description 
f 

Condition Check ane Check one 
J- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered original siie 
- good - ruins 1 altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (I known) physical appearance 

Se t  amid a met icu lous ly  landscaped two-acre t ract  o f  l a n d  i n  the 
rural  community o f  Holly Grove, t he  Walls Mouse stands as  an example 
of the 1 a t e  Queen Anne style which  exh ib i ts  t h e  growing i n f  1 uence 
o f  the Col on ia l  Revival. Bui 7 t i n  1903 by a Rr, 'ioung:~l acd , a locgl  
carperter t o  whom much of t h e  area's h i s t o r i c  architecture has been 
a t t r i b u t e d  , the house i s  an irregul a r l y  massed two-story , wood-frame 
s t r u c t u r e  capped by a h i p  r oo f  w i t h  cross gables .  I t s  asymnetrical 
proportions, decora t ive  shingles and wood w o r k ,  p r o j e c t i n g  gables,  
wrap-around porch,  t u r n e d  bal  ustrade, and turret-1 i ke tower (now 
demo1 i shed) capture t h e  essence o f  the  Queen Anne while i t s  Tuscan 
col umns , fanl i ght  windowns and tri angul ar-pedimented f r o n t  entry 
bay reflect  an interest i n  the d e t a i l s  o f  the Colonial  Rev iva l  

The principal  { s o u t h )  e l e v a t i o n  of the building presents an ac t i ve  
profile especial 1y characterized by i ts pro jec t ing  chamfered bay 
and the  two- s tory wrap-around parch, supported on Tuscan col umns 
mounted on box pi l lars  j o i n e d  by a turned balus t rade  whlch encir- 
cles this par t  o f  the house. The porch i s  ra ised above grade and 
reached by bal ustraded s t a i r s  on both the principal  elevation and 
the east  side of t he  bui7ding. The principal entrance o f  t h e  bu i ld -  
i n g  is a r t i c u l a t e d  by a gab led  element t h a t  projects f ron  the  porch .  
To the west o f  the gab?e, the f i rs t  f loor  o f  the porch i s  covered 
w i t h  a s h i n g l e d  mansard roof whi le  t h e  east side o f  t h e  porch i s  
enclosed w i t h  a shed roof. The second s to ry  o f  t h e  porch i s  cov- 
ered by t h e  roof proper. A ha1 f-hexaqon-shaped bay projects from 
the e a s t  corner of the front e leva t i on .  T h i s  bay terminates i n  a 
projecting shingle-faced gable which  i s  enriched w i t h  a f a n l  i g h t  
window and a panel carved i n  a f a n  desjgn i n  i t s  apex. A similar 
carved fan design ernbel l ishes the pediment of t h e  entry  porch 
g a b l e  

I 

The f ron t  door conta ins  a glazed pane? and has a transom. Two 
sma 11 stained g1 ass ui ndows divided by horizontal and vertical 
mu1 I ions emanating fmrn a center c i r c l e - - -  one situated eas t  of 
the f r o n t  entrance, t h e  other located on the west elevation--- 
enhance the  facades. A cathedral 1 i g h t  stained glass  window 
enriches t h e  west side of t he  chamfered bay, 

Whi le  the  secondary elevation o f  the house are  n o t  as f i n e l y  ex@- 
cuted nor r i c h l y  decora ted  as t he  p r i n c i p a l  facade, the east ele- 
v a t i o n  i s  enriched w i t h  a semi-circular bay w i t h  th ree  windows. 
A ?  so, t h e  ori!inal gab1 ed-roofed kitchen addi l i o n  is evident on 
the nor th  s i d e  o f  the building. 

Although the bujlding retains the greater p a r t  of its orjginal 
f a b r i c  artd character there have been some minor a1ter:t ions. A 
f ive-sided turret-1 i ke t ower  t h a t  pene t ra ted  t h e  roof above the 
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west corner of  t he  f r o n t  elevation's chamfered bay has been re- 
moved. Decorat ive c r e s t i n g  t h a t  embellished the peak o f  the gable 
roof has a l s o  been removed. Other a l te ra t ions  include the addition 
of a shed-dormer on the  north e l e v a t i o n  t o  create a bathroom and 
t h e  enclosure of h a l f  t he  k i t chen  porch t o  create another bath- - room. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the Walls House i s  i n  excellent cond i t ion .  Deli- 
cate  panel s decorate the c e i  I i n g s  . 1 nteri or doors have transoms 
and are  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  symmetrical l y  moulded t r i m  w i  t h  corner 
blocks enriched wi th  a c i r cu l a r  m o t i f .  The 1  i v i n g  room i s  char- - 
acterized by the ornamental curvilinear lattice work t h a t  ar t icu-  
l a t e s  a circular bay and an unusual  b u r l e d  oak fireplace.  The 
fireplace mantel i s  supported by claw foo ted  pi 1 asters decorated 
with l ion  hezds.  A beveled m i r r o r  framed w i t h  an egg and d a r t  
moulding i s  situated above the  mantel and a cornice, supported 
by sty1 ized columns , caps t he  mirror, A f ive-centered arch sup- 
ported from t h e  floor by Ionic columns frames t h e  mantel mirror. 
T h i s  arch,  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  constructed of burled oak, i s  decorated 
w i  t h  a raised gar? and. 

O u t b u i l d i n g s  on the  Walls House s i t e  i n c l u d e  a gab le - roo fed  cook's 
hEuse, too l  shed, milk house wi th  gab led  roofed-porch, and gabled- 
roofed smokehouse. These outbuildings ark finished i n  weather-  
board w i t h  four panel doors and one ever one (1J1) windows. A1 1 
outbuildings are contemporary w i t h  t he  house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- t40Q-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 

190+ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- areheolog y-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics A - literature s c u l p t u r e  

architecture - education - rnllitary - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
LC commerce - exploration:settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - polit ics:gevernrnent - transportation 

- invention o t h e r  (specify} 

Specific dates 1903 BuildertArehitect Y o ~ n g b l  ood 

Statement of ~ i~n i f ic&de [in one paiagraplif' 

The  Wal7s House, an example o f  the l a t e  Queen Anne sty1 e wi th  some 
degree of Co1 onl' a1 Reviva l  i n f  1 uence , der ives  primary s ignif icance 
f r o m  i t s  archi tec ture .  The s t ructure,  b u i l t  by a MY, Youngblood 
for  James A. Walls, i s  particularly outstanding i n  i t s  setting in 
Wol ly Grove, a small rural c m u n i  ty i n  southeast Arkansas. Like so 
many Arkansas comuni t i e s ,  Ho1 I y Grove experienced a substani a1 , 

! though temporary, f i n a n c i a l  boos t  a t  t h e  turn of t h e  century when 
a railroad was constructed t h r o u g h  t h e  town. The rail road, con- 
nect ing Holly Grove w i t h  major trade centers i n  the South,  foster- 
ed the development o f  a small b u t  stable c m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
(National Register  of Historic Places: 2 / 2 / 7 9 ) .  James A. Wall s , 
a local sawmil 1 and co t ton  g i n  owner, benefited from t h i s  com- 
mercial devel oprnent. Having a ready ou t l e t  for  h i s  products, Wall s 
prospered and consequently was a b l e  t o  finance t he  construction o f  
the Malls House i n  1903. The Walls House, therefore, n o t  only 
exemplifies an archi tectural  s t y l e  unique t o  t h e  community o f  Holly 
Grove b u t  a1 so represents a period of prosperous commercial growth 
i n  t he  locality. 
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. 9.' Maior Biblioqranhical References 
Monroe County Records, Monroe County Courthouse, Cl arendon , Arkansas. 

Ma7 7 s Fami ly Archi ves , Hol 1 y Grove, Arkansas. 

10. Geoara~hical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 m i .  
Quadrangle name -Grove,ktrk. Quadrangle 
UMT References 

,5 1 1616 ,2 71 13 (8 p PI5 p p I 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24 , Q L  

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and Justification 

Properties lying w i t h i n  the NWL o f  the  SCC-, of  section _ .  23, ~ o w n s h i ~ ~ l  South, Range 
2 West. . . . . 

tlst all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1 Form Prepared By 

nameltftle Ru t h r i  na F t h ~ l  G~Pdstein. Arrhi. Hist, John T. Duke, Hist. 

organlzatlon Arkansas Hi stor i c  Preservation Proqram dare February 28, 1980 

street & number Sui t e  500, Cont inen ta l  h i l d h g  telephone 501/371-2763 

cttv or town L i  t t l  e Rock state Arkansas 72201 

12, State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- nationat - state A- local 

As the designated State Historfc Preservation Offleer for the Nationat Historic Preservation Act 01 1966 (Publlc Law 8% 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property lor inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b ~ t h e  Heritage C~nservat ion~Recreat ion Service. 

title Sta te  H i  s t o r i  c Preservati an o f f  i cyr date Bbruary 28, 1980 
~, 
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HIS?OP]C PRtSipvATlON P ~ ~ ~ R ~ ~ J I  
~ ! t e  500. 2#nilnen+cl kl?d na - VcrkPa~ and Mali .  Crttle Rock. Arkansas 72201 

Ms. Carol S h u l l  
Acting Keeper o f  the National Register 
H e r i t a g e  Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of t he  Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Schull : 

Please f i n d  enclosed the  nomi nation for the Wall s House which has 
been approved by the Arkansas Sta te  Review Commi t t e e  a t  their March 
1979 rneeti ng . 
I hereby cert i  fy t h a t  the persons 1 i s t e d  i n Section 4 of the nom- 
i n a t i  on are the  l e ~ a l  owners o f  the property. 

Thank you. 

~ t a q  Historic ~reservation Off icer  

Enclosures 

A Division of the Dsparlmtnt ot Na~ucul & CuElurol Hcritogc 

A n  Equol Opportunity Employer 






