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ARCHITECTURAL D E S C R X P T I  O N  

The M i d l a n d  Depot is a srmple, o n e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  t y p l c a l  of t h e  depots of 
t h e  e a r l y  1900's u s e d  b y  t h e  small, s h o r t - l i n e  s a s l r c a d s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Arkansas  
H l d l a r t d .  The rectangular b u l l d ~ n g  runs east and west  along M i d l a n d  S t r e e t  
where  the  o r i g i n a l  railroad t r a c k s  w e r e  l a i d .  The b u i l d 1 1 1 5  has a n  a s p h a l t  
s h i n g l e  sable roof w l t h  t h e  west  gable end c o n t a l  n l  n g  t h e  passenger l o a d 1  ng 
e x l t  and large t i c k e t  wlndow. The n o r t h  side c o n t a i n e d  t h e  p r o t r u d i n g  ticket 
booth and the m a l n  e n t r a n c e s  l n t o  the d e p o t .  The e a s t  S a b l e  e n d  was u s e d  f o r  
loading E r e l g h t .  I t  was c o v e r e d  when t h e  aluminum and metal warehouse  a d d i -  
t l o n s  were added i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  T h e  d e p o t  was abandoned ~n  1 9 1 7  u h e n  t h e  
H l d l a n d  t r a c k s  w e r e  t a k e n  u p .  I t  served as a warehouse f o r  a t r r e  s t o r e  i n  
t h e  I 9 Y O ' s  and 1 9 5 0 " s , a n d  1 s  now a fishing a n d  tackle wholesale business. A l l  
t h e  windows have been boarded over wlth wood. The wlndows and d o o r s  have 
s t o n e  l l n t e l s  and t h e  w ~ n d o w s  have stone sills u n d e r n e a t h .  

STATEMENT OF SI G N I  F I C A N C E  

T h i s  is t h e  l a s t  of t h e  two r a l l r o a d  depots b u i l t  I n  C l a r e n d o n  shortly a f t e r  
1970. The d e p o t  at 2 0 5  Mrdland was c o n s t r u c t e d  c i r c a  1 9 1 2  for t h e  Arkansas 
Midland Rallroad. T h e  H l d l a n d  was o r 1  Sl nally incorporated a s  t h e  Arkansas 
C e n t r a l  Rallroad on J a n u a r y  20, 1871 to l l n k  Helena w l t h  L i t t l e  Rock. The 
t r a c k s  from Helena to Clarendon were  completed i n  1 8 7 2 .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  panic 
~n 1 8 7 3 ,  c o n s t r u c t r o n  stopped. I n  1874, t h e  company defaulted. It: was sold 
~n 1877, a n d  reorganrzed as t h e  Arkansas H l d l a n d .  I n  1901, t h e  Midland was 
p u r c h a s e d  by J a y  Gould and operated a s  a s u b s i d r a r y  of the S t .  bourns, Iron 
M o u n t a i n ,  a n d  S o u t h e r n  Rallroad. Durin3 this p e r i o d ,  t h e  d e p a t  w a s  c o n -  
s t r u c t e d  a r o u n d  7912. ~t was in a convenrent  l o c a t ~ o n  to t h e  r l v e r  a n d  t h e  
small factories l l n l n g  t h e  river b a n k  and a l s o  to t h e  businesses surrounding 
t h e  Courthouse o n  Hadlson, H a i n  and Second. The Hldland R a ~ l r o a d  was c o n s o l -  
i d a t e d  i n  7 9 1 7 ,  and t h e  d e p o t  was a b a n d o n e d .  The t r a c k s  were t a k e n  up  and 
moved south t o  Holly Grove.  T h e  space l e f t  by t h e  tracks w a s  covered  o-rer  and 
called M i d l a n d  S t r e e t .  The depot r e m a i n e d  abandoned for many y e a r s  untll r t  
was  converted l n t o  t h e  Fakes Goodyear T i r e s  b u s i n e s s  a n d  l a t e r  i n t o  a 
warehouse f a r  t h e  White Rlver T a c k l e  Company. 
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