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A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E S C R I  P T I O N  

T h e  HiShway 7 9  B r l d g e  o v e r  t h e  White  River  in Clarendon was designed 
by Ira G. Hedrlck working for t h e  A u s t l n  BrldSe Company of T e x a s .  t h e  
720 Foot s t e e l  b r i d 9 e  has r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  flooring f o r  t h e  t w o  
l a n e  h l g h t f a y  and has a n  elevation of 2 3 3 .  3 Feet. The steel b s l d y e  is 
a double s p a n  w a r r e n  t r u s s  w i t h  verticals b a s e d  on four c o n c r e t e  
p i e r s .  T h e r e  a r e  160 f e e t  b e t w e e n  t h e  f l r s t  and second and b e t w e e n  
t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  piers. The s e c o n d  and t h l r d  p i e r s  a r e  400 f e e t  
a p a r t .  OR e l t h e r  s l d e  of t h e  steel b r ~ d g e  a r e  m a s s l v e  c o n c r e t e  
a p p r o a c h e s  w l t h  ?4 x 14 i n c h  s q u a r e  c o n c r e t e  p i l i n g s  S O  feet I o n s .  T h e  
a p p r o a c h  on t h e  e a s t  s l d e  c o v e r s  t h r e e  b l o c k s ,  w h i l e  t h e  approach on t h e  
west: side L S  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  dirt f i l l s  t h a t  span ' W l d  R i v e r "  and 
Roc Roe Bayou and is a b o u t  t h r e e  males  9 a n 3 .  

The e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  c o s t  one and a half r n l l l r o n  dollars, and was 
a r l 3 i n a l l y  a t o l l  b r r d g e  to h e l p  p a y  for t h e  c o s t .  Electric l a m p s  
once  I l n e d  t h e  c o n c r e t e  a p p r o a c h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e  s i n c e  
b e e n  removed. 

The nominated portlon of t h e  project Includes t h e  7 2 0  foot steel brrdge over  
t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  c o n c r e t e  a p p r o a c h  on  t h e  east s i d e  covering t h r e e  blocks or 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 5 6  Eeet. B o t h  of t h e s e  s e c t l o n s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  city 
Ilrnlts of C l a r e n d o n .  

STATEMENT Q F  S I G N 1  F I C A N C E  

The  h i g h w a y  b r l d g e  o v e r  t h e  Whzte R i v e r  i n  C l a r e n d o n  was a n  ~ m p r e s s l v e  
enSineerlnS p r o j e c t ,  as well a s  a vrtal contrlbutlon to t h e  g r o w t h  of 
n o t  o n l y  C l a r e n d o n  and Monroe County ,  b u t  also much oS Ear t+csn  
A r k a n s a s .  C o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  1930 and 1931* t h e  b r i d g e  * a s  b u i l t  by 
t h e  A u s t i n  3r1dSe  Company w l t h  a s u b l e t  to H l l l i a m s o n  a n d  vllllamson 
Brrdge  Construct1 on. Ford and H c C r a e  were  consult1 n g  e n 5 l n e e r s ,  and 
C h a r l e s  Davis w a s  t h e  m a s t e r  mechanic. The s t e e l  b r i d g e  was 
o r r g ~ r t a l l y  s q u ~ p p e d  w i t h  electric lights o n  l a m p  p o s t s  alon3 t h e  s i d e  
of t h e  bridge. These were later semove.d.  



Cant 1 nued ( P a g e  2) 

- 

Property N a m e - - - H ~ S h ~ 3 y , Z ~ , B r ~ d _ S e _ - -  

The  dedication s e r v i c e  on June 1 1 ,  1931 was a t remendous  s p e c t a c l e ,  
complete w i t h  a parade w l t h  b a n d s  and  floats f r o m  B r l n k l e y .  S t u t t g a r t ,  
H e l e n a ,  H a r l a n n a ,  Roe, H o l l y  Grove,  and L l t t l e  R o c k .  Notables p r e s e n t  
l n c l u d e d  J u s t l n  H a t t h e w s  af North L l t t l e  Rock representing t h e  S t a t e  
Highway Cornmlss lon ,  A r k a n s a s  Governor Harvey P a r n e l l ,  H a r v e y  C. C o u c h  
of Arkansas Power  a n d  L l g ' h t ,  a n d  officials f r om t h e  Cotton 3elt a n d  
Hlssourl-Paclfrc R a i l r o a d s .  O r r ! 3 l n a l l y  ~t w a s  a t o l l  b r l d g e  to h e l p  
pay  t h e  T .  5 r n L L l l o n  dollar c o s t .  I t  rernalns one  of t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  
transportation llnks b e t w e e n  much o f  E a s t e r n  Arkansas and t h e  r e s t  or 
t h e  state. I t  was deslSned by I r a  G. H e d r l c ,  and t h e  o v e r  s l x  
h u n d r e d  workers w e r e  supervised b y  S .  A .  P ~ n s o n  a n d  C h a r l e s  Malone.  

Verba l  3oundary  D e s e r r p t l o n :  S E _ ~ / L ~ - ~ _ ~ _ N W ~ / ~ - S _ B S . ~ ~ ~ _ Q ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ T Q W ~ S _ ~ _ ~ . P ~ ~ - ! ~ P E & ~ -  
Bsnse-3,5esL,~~~aY~nn~nS~~~"c,h-Lbe_-co_nc_~e_L~-- 
~ P P C ~ & C ~ , ~ ~ , ~ L ~ ~ Y ~ Y - ~ ~ ~ ~ E E E O X L E ~ ~ E ~ V - ~ ~ ~ ~ - - -  
f e e t , a ~ s L , n E , t h g , 5 h ~ L e ~ R L v e r ~ t o _ ~ t h e - g c Q - ~ C - -  
the-steel-bc~Qse-Z2Q~Ee_e_t~ac_c~s_s_~tbe_~'?:h~L~-- 
!??ver ,,,,-4-,-----,,-,,,----------------------- a' ~ t s  w e s t  e n d .  

A c r e a g e :  less t h a n  o n e  

Qua4ranYle Name: Claregd_o_n_,-Agk; Q u a d r a n g l e  S c a l e :  1 ~ 2 _ l r _ 0 _ 0 _ 0 _ _ -  

UTH R e f e r e n c e s :  

Zone: 15 A 3  E a s t ~ n s :  6 5 b 1 8 0  Y o r t h l n g :  3819620 
B) Eastlng: 654700 Y o r t h ~ n g :  3 8 3 9 6 2 0  










































































