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A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E S C R Y  P T I  ON 

The 1 9 2 4  Bank of C l a r e n d o n  i s  a o n e - s t o r y  b u f f  bsrck b u l l d i n g  w l t h  a b r o w n  
brick facade. The Classical R e v l v a l - r n f l u e n c e d  b u r l d l n g  stands o n  :he s ~ z e  
of' t h e  o r l g l n a l  Sank o f  C l a r e n d o n  b u l l d l 1 1 3  established l n  1 9 0 0 .  I t  L S  I D -  
c a t e d  on C o u r t  S t r e e t  across f r o m  t h e  Courthouse. The b r o w n  brick T a c a d e  
faces n o r t h  and c o n t a i n s  four b r l c k  p i l a s t e r s  v l t h  cast-stone a r c h t t r a h ! e  
Above t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  1s a s l t 3 h t l y  r a l s e d  c o p p e r  c o r n l c e .  T h e  words: " 3 A H K  
OF C L A R E N P O N "  a r e  i n c ~ s e d  ~n t h e  c a s t - s t o n e  architrave. T h a r e  i s  a c e n t r a l  
wooden double-door e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a c a s t  -3 t o n e  s u f  r o u n d  contalni n <  t h e  d a t e s  
"1900 1924" l n c l s e d  b e t w e e n  the  e n t r a n c e  and  t h e  t r a n s o m .  T h e  en:?an:e i s  
flanked b y  r d e n t l c a l  s e t s  o f  wooden Framed w ~ n d o w s .  O n  t h e  east s r d e  o f  t h e  
b v ~ l d l n y  are  a row of b r o w n  brick q u o l n s  r u n n ~ n 9  up  t h e  slde. T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  
t w o  windows s l m i l a r  t o  t h e  w i n d o w s  ~n t h e  f r o n t  f a c a d e .  A small l n t e r l o r  
b r z c k  c h l m n e y  rs l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  e a s t  sldt, a s  1 s  a one door e n t r a n c e  on t h e  

- f a r  l e f t  corner. 

STATEMENT OF SI G U I  F I C A N C E  

The 1424 Bank of Clarendon b u i l d l n q  1 s  significant as a rernlnder of t h e  b a n k s  
organized ~n t h e  e a r l y  1900's ~n Clarendon by many of t h e  p r o r n l n e n t  cl tlzens 
of t h e  t o w n .  The Bank of Clarendon was arganlzed o r l g l n a l l y  ~n lg00 o n  this 
same site a s  p a r t  or t h e  ground floor of t h e  H a b e l l e  Thea ter .  The t h e a t e r  
burned i n  t h e  early 1900's, and t h e  bank s h u t  down. The bank was r e o p e n e d  ~n 
1924 I n  t h e  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  bullding o n  t h e  old s ~ t e  oC t h e  f l r s t  bank a t  
C o u r t  and S e c o n d  Streets. The bank t h e n  l a s t e d  untll t h e  m i d - 1 9 3 0 ' s  w h e n  a t  
was a b s o r b e d  by a n o t h e r  l o c a l  bank.  After t h e  bank f o l d e d ,  t h e  b u ~ l d l n g  w a s  
used as v a r i o u s  s h o p s  a n d  s t o r e s .  I t  1 s  now v a c a n t .  James. S. Thomas was t h e  
f o u n d e r  and P r e s l d e n t  of t h e  Bank of C l a r e n d o n .  Thomas was also P r e s l d e n t  o f  
b o t h  t h e  Clarendon T e l e p h o n e  Company a n d  t h e  CParendon E l e c t r ~ c  L i g h t  and Ice 
Company. He was a l s o  associated w l t h  t h e  H a n n l n q ,  L e e  and Moore L a w  Office 
( C L - 2 7 ) "  a l s o  on Cour t  S t r e e t .  O t h e r  l n f l u e n t l a l  men who served a s  directors 
were  P a r k e r  C .  Ewan, Wil l iam J e f f e r i e s  ( o f  t h e  J e f f e r l e s  Lumber Company!, J o h n  
P .  Lee ( a prornlnent  lawyer a n d  l a t e r  L l e u t e n a n t  Governor of A r k a n s a s ) ,  a n d  
O r t h  C .  G a l l o w a y  of t h e  Galloway Lumber Company,.  
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