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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Monroe Countv Courthouse 
AND/OR COMMON 

SYREEf & MUM BEA 

Courthouse Square -NOT FOR PUBL1CATIOM 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL D!STRtCT 

Clarendon - WCINITY OF First 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

05 Monroe 095 

DCLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT E P U B U C  

xau~mrn~~s, -PRIVATE 

-STFIVCWRE ,BOTH 

-SITE PUBLIC ACOUlSlTlQfl 
-0SJECT -IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
EOCCUPIED 
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-WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRICTED 

AYES: UlVRESTRlCTEO 

-NO 

PRESENT U S E  
4 G A t C U L T I E R E  ,MUSEUM 

_COYMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCAnOHAL ,PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT 4 E L r G I O U S  

XGOVEANMEMT -_SCIEHTIFIC 

-18DUSTAlAL -?RAY SPORT ATION 

-MILITARY - 0 T I 1 E i l  

A OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Elonroe County (Torn Catlett , County Judge) 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOVJN STATE 

Cl arendon - V~CINIPT OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCBIPTION 
COURTHOWSE. 
REGtSTFlY OF OEEDS.ETG. Circuit Clerk's O f f i c e  
STREET & NUMBER 

Monroe County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EEXCELtENT -QETER~ORATED ,UNALTEREO XOillGI NAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR ,UNEXPOSED 

i 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSlCAL APPEARANCE ! 

Located in historic town of Clarendon, Arkansas, t h e  Monroe County 
Courthouse was constructed in 1911. It was designed by architect Charles 
L. Thompson of L5ttle Rock, who designed many of t h e  finest structures i n  
Arkansas. -hibiting a classical influence the brick structure follows 
symmetrical lines. The Monroe County Courthouse was constructed under t he  
supernision of W. A. Prather m d  Company of Memphis, Tennessee, for 
$118,000. 

The rectangular-shaped structure is marked by four octagonal towers, one 
on each comes af the building. These comer towers are t o p 2 d  with 
cornjrcal-shaped t5I.e roofs. The truncated h ip  roof of t h e  s t ruc tu re  is 
also composed of t i l e  and is marked by regular ly  spaced chimneys and 
dormers on k l l - f m  elevations. A l l  windows are double-hung multi-lite 
and feature cast-stone lugs i l l s  and keystones. mtries on t h e  east and 
west elevations feature heavy oak-paneled double doors surrounded by 
s i d e l i t e s  and transom with triangular-shaped lites. 

The facade (north elevation) is majestically marked by a l a r g e  center 
tower which features clocks on a l l  four elevations. Three, tz11, sl2nder 
windows, one above the other are located on each elevation along w i t h  2 
band of cast stone beneath the clocks. The base of t h e  classic-styled 

I 
belfry is supported by paired decorative brackets. The belfry features 

I 
four arched openings each flanked by s m a l l  Doric-capital colums. The 
hip roof of the belfry is supported by brackets. i 

I 
1 

A classic portico of cast-skone blocks m a r k s  the facade entry. Doric- 
capital colums El& either si6e of the entrance to the portico - Above 
the portico entrance is an elliptical-shaped arch with re turns .  In the 
center of the arch is an elaborate cres t .  

Interiors  of the Monroe County Courthouse are exceptionally elaborate in 
the usage of marble and tile. The lobby features marble wainscotting 
and colorfully patterned ceramic t i le  floors. Marble pilasters and col1mns 
are a frequent feature o f  the rich interior .  O r i g i n a l  light fixtures 
remain in most parts o f  the building, 

Of special interest is the courtroom in t h e  Monroe County Courthouse, located 
on the second floor. The original oak furniture remains i n  perfect condi- 
tion in the courtroom. In the center o f  the courtroom ceiling is a largo 
dome s k y l i t e  which contains panels of richly  colored stained glass. 

The interiors have been minimally altered toacccrranoaatethe need f o r  of f ice  
space. No a l t e ra t ions  h ~ v e  occurred to the exterior. 

This arcfiitectural3y interesting structure,  designed by one of Arkansas' 
I 

leading archi tects ,  rerains in excellent condi t ion .  Resting on khe'Co1-lrt- 
house q1are, the  Monroe Cou~ty Courthouse is a propineat landqark in the. 

I 
coun ty . 
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S PECIF1C DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNtFICANCf 

The largest -number .of architecturally significant public buildings in ~ x k a n s ~ s  
are the courthouses; scattered over the state's seventy-five count ies .  A 
s ~ ~ t u r a ~ ~ s y m b o l  of Arr.erican Government, the county courthouse serves as the 
center of local political activity. O f t e n  the largest and most cos t l y  build-, 
ing in t h e  county, t h e  courtbbuse is almost always a source 05 pride to the  
c i t i zens  who financed and make use of its fac i l i t i e s .  

Monroe, the twentysecond county, w a s  creatd  on November 2, 1829. It was 
formed wt of Phillips and Arkansas Counties and named fax President James 
Monroe. The temporary seat of justice was directed to be st the house of 
Thomas Maddox, and in January, 183.0, an election xas held to select  commis- 
sioners who would choose a s i te  far a courthouse, me commissioners selected 
a site on the f m  of Joseph Jacobs and nmed it Lawrenceville. The county 
seat remained there until the spring of 1856 when, by vote of the people, the  
center o f  government was chmged to Clarendon on the mite River. The rer-oval 
order on t h e  county records was in October, 1857: 

The present Monroe *County Courthouse stands on 'the site of .four 'previous 
courthouses. The first bui ld ing on the s i te  was a tkw-storey brick strue-* 
ture started late in 1859. Although near completion, work on the building 
was stopped during the C i v i l  War. The Federal forces tore it down, loaded 
the bricks 03 transports and shipped them up the white River to De Valls B l u f f  
to use in Federal fortifications there, The second courthouse on. the  square - 
was a-two-room frame building completed in the spring of 1866 to 'be used only  
until  a more suitable structure could be erected. I n  1872 a two-storey brick 
courthouse was constructed but burned to the ground on January 1, 1895.  The 
c i t i z e n s  of Monroe County, in a mass meeting, decided to bui ld  a courkhouse 
for t h e  county and on January 9, 1895, received permission froin the county 
court  to so. This .s tmcture  was com2leted by June 3 ,  1895, at no cost to 
the county, but was torn down to make roon for the present courthouse. 

The present Monroe County Courthouse was erected i n  1911. Architect C h a r l e s  
L. Thompson of Little Rock designed the plans for  .the building i n  1910. The 
contract was let  on January 25, 19x3, to W. A.  Fra the r  and Company of Memphis, 
Tennessee for $118,000. 
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During t he  1927 flood which destroyed much of the town, water  was up to 
eighteen fee t  deep in some areas of Clarendon. B o a t s  w e r e  rowed throcgh: 
the halls of the courthouse arid hun&ed of persons sought refuge on t h e  
upper floors, awaiting rescue. Church services and other community acti- 
vities were held in the courthouse while flood damage to the remainder of 
the town was being repaired. 

Architecturally as w e l l  as  historically significant, t h e  Monroe County 
Courthouse is a large two-storey brick stmchre.  Designed by promine~t 
architect, Charles L. Thompson, the structure is rectengular in plan with 
a symmetrical appearance. Four octagonal-shaped towers mark the corners - 
of the building. The center of the facade is dist inguished by a Large  
tower topped by a belfry. 

The in t e r io r  of the Monroe County Courthouse is,exceptionally noteworthy. 
The rich~ess of marble and ceramic t i le  abounds. T h e  second floor cmrt- 
rooa features a brilliantly colored dome s k y l i t e .  

The Konroe County Courthouse is a s ign i f ican t  historical s t r u c t u r e  both 
architecturally and as the  center of politics and government in the  county.  
Resting on its original site on t h e  courthouse square, the Monroe C o w t y  
courthouse is a historic landmark in Arkansas. 



A StLrvey of Arkansas Courthouse. Compiled by the National Society of Colonial 
Dames of Arnerica in the State of Arkansas. Mrs. W. G. McDonald, Chair- 
person, Historical Activities Committee. Arkansas Room, L i t t l e  Rock 
Public Library. 

English, Jo Claire (Research Historian, :.Ionroe County Courthouse). Personal 
interview, A p r i l  21,  1976, Clarendon, Arkansas 
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Lyle, Mrs. Baternan (President, I o n r o e  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society). Personal 
i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  21, 1976, Clarendon, Arkansas. 

Monroe County Sun, February 17, 1911. I 

Roberts, Xrs. John (Monroe County C i r c u i t  Clerk) . Personal  interwiew, April 
21, 1976, Clarendon, krkansas. 
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