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General 'Descriatl on 
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code: MQ-071 Congressfonal District: First 

Name: Merchants and Planters Bank Current Owner: Merchants and Planters Bank 
Address: 214 Madison . Perry ke, President 

Clarendon , Arkansas - Address: 297 Wdison 
County:. Monroe . . .  .. - 

. . Clarenhn,  Arkansas --72029 
. - . *: , 

Architectural Infamatfon .- 

Architectural Finn: T h o ~ s o n  a d  Harding 

Date sf  Canstruct7on: 1921 

Original Use: Commercial 

Stylistic Influence: classicar aevival 

Present Use: Vacant 

Geographical Information 

U T M  Reference: 15 654480/3846100 Acreage: LESS than one 

Verbal Boundary Description: Ofiginal Town of Clarendon 
Block 7 ,  Lots 9, 10, 11 

Condi t i  on 

x Excellent - 
Good - - F a i r  

D e t e r i  orated - - Ruins 
Unexposed - 

x Unaltered - 
A 1  tered - 
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Phys i cal Des cri p t i  on 

This elegant l itt le small tm bank 1s situated on &.corner site on a berm 
raised above sidewalk level, allowing broad flights of concrete steps to 
create a cererrconious entrance appropriate to its formal, elassical3.y influenced - 
facade. Simple lines and classical details characterize the restangular one- 
story structure capped by a flat rcaf and faced w i t h  dark red brick. 'Itro 
simple stone moldings, a cornice and stringcourse, wrap the e n t i r e  building ' 
adding unity a d  a c a b ,  horizontal lfne to the  composition,. .The parapet 
has stone coping and features a central panel inscribed w i t h  the name of 

. the bank. The facade's focal p o i n t  is a monumental stone round arch at the 
entrance axticulated d t h  stone molding and keystone &d supported by two 
tall stone mscm co2urmS. The entrance is sl ightly recessed wit-3in this 
arch and features a classical molded architrave mmtounted by a simple eorniee. 
A group of three multi-paned windows appeats above the doox .wad a series of long 
multi-light windows l i n e  the s ide  elevations. An unusual feature among the firm's 
cormercial design decorative details is the stone eagle perched atop the parapet over 
the central panel inscribed with the bank's name., 

Statement o f  Significance 

The Merchants and P l a n t e s B a n k  B u i l d i n g  in Clarendon, Arkmsas, was designed by 
the Thompson and Harding f i n  in 1921, and is one of -the firm's most polished 
and well-proportioned designs for a small t m  bank. The bank is constructed 
of red brick w i t h  elegant classical design features, and the ceremn@s antranceis ,. 
characteristic of much of the firm's work. The jewel bm-like Suilding sits 

I 
an a raised l o t  in a run down commercial district of a small d e l t a  t o m .  Although 
vacant, t h e  building is highly valued by the community and has been maintained 

I in good condition. The only alteration from the original design is the 
I addition of modern glass doors. 






