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I. Name 

hbstorie Huddleston Store & NcKi nrie Store -- 

andorcommon Lum 'nqdbner's Jot  'em Down Store and Museum 
- - 

2. Location 

street number Hi ghway 58 N !  not 10, publieatlan 

city, town Pine Ridge N/A vicinity of 

state Arkansas code 05 county hntgomery . . ,f code 097 

3, Classification 
Category Ownership S tus . W Prclcnt Use 

district 
7- pub'ic 

- occupied - agriculture - X museum 
buildlng(s) - private - tlnmcupied commercial - park 

- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private resld#toe 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible . - entertainmenb - rel+glous 

object - in process _)[_ yes: restricted - government - scientific 
- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N/A - no - m~litary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Dorothy McCl ure - 

street & number P . 0, BOX 37 

city. town P i  ne R i  dge l&!Avie~n~t~ 01 state Arkansas 

5 Loc n of Legal Description 

courlhouse, registry of deeds, ete. Courthouse - 

street & number P~lt. Ida Square 

city, town 
M t .  Ida  

state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

t i t l e l u ~  has thls property been determined eliglbte? - yes - no H /A 
- -- - -- 

date 
- .- -- - federal * - state - counly - - - local - -- . 

deposRory lor survey records 
.. - -- - . - -- 

city, town 
- -- state -. - .- 
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7, Description 

Condttim Cheek one Check m e  
, excellent deterlorated - unaRered 1 original site 
x- 9- - ruins 3L altered -X--movM d a t e k h d d l m % p e . m - - w % i n a l  s i t e  
- fair - unexposed McKinzie Store moved i n  1930's and 

-- -i nt -1-9-72 , 
m~~ibd  the present m d  orlglnml (fi known) physical appsr-nee 

SLIMMdRY 

The kum 'n' Abner Jot 'em Down Store and Museum consists o f  two general store 
bui tdings that  s i t  next t o  one another i n  Pine Ridge, a t i ny  Arkansas town made 
famous by the Lum In' Abner Radio Show. The Huddleston Store i s  a large one-room, 
one-story frame structure w i t h  a steeply pitched tin-covered gable roof and stands 
where originally b u i l t  in 1912. The McKinsie Store 4s a much smaller one-room 
one-story frame structure w i t h  a stepped false f r o n t  t h a t  was constructed i n  1904 
on a site now covered by the Lum b Abner Hjghway 88 which passes the two 
bui 1 dings t o  the south. It was moved t e  i t s  present s i t e  and attached t o  t h e  
north side of the Huddleston Store i n  1972. 

E LABORAT I ON 

Bui 1 t by Dick Huddl eston i n  1912 t o  rep1 ace a 1901 structure t ha t  had been 
destroyed by f ire,  the Huddlerton Store i s  a simple frame structure tha t  s i t s  on 
randomly spaced stones and cinder  blocks, A t i n  shed roof  covers the f u l l  f r o n t  
porch t h a t  i s  supported by four square posts. The front, rear and north elevations 
are  cavered w i t h  board and batten riding. The south wall i s  now covered w i t h  
asphal t  wall ti Te after the original  wood sidIng was destroyed by a robbery attempt 
by the locally infamous 1-like Risenhoover, the "Robin Hood o f  the Ouachita's". '  he f ront  gable end has s id ing  extending above the  roof a t  each &Me+ creatlng 
a false f r o n t  t h a t  does not extend above the ridge, A pair  o f  double-hung windows 
f l ank  e i ther  side of the double-doored center entrance. Unbent wagon wheel rims 
function as window bars. The false.front extending above the.porch roof has over 
the years sported a variety o f  s l  gns ' -  "Ji R. . HuddF eston General. Nerchahdi sen (1912)*, 
"'Dick Huddleston o f  Lum and Abner" (c. 19301, and currently, "Lun and AbnerCs Jot 
'em Down Store Formerly Dick Huddleston %. " Signs have been added t o  the  front o f  
the porch, but the or3ginal 5C cold drink advertisement i s  s t i l l  i n  place. The 
bui lding has n o t  been painted since the 1930" when the t r a d j  t i o n  began o f  v i s i t o r s  
and townspeople w r i t i n g  t h e i r  names on the f ron t  wa7 1. This practice i s  no 1 onger 
encouraged i n  an e f f o r t  t o  preserve the old names and dates."A'shed-roofed lean- 
t o  a t  the  rear originally functioned as a feed room. 

The interfor o f  the store has a woodcfloor, wood ce i l ing  covered w i th  Insulatton 
paper and pegboard. The wood she1 res on the  north and south walls, the tables,  
display cases, spool case and some of the displays hanging from the cei l ing are 
original. Though a replacement, t h e  pot-bellied stove resembles the original.  
The Pine Ridge Post O f f i c e  is located in the southwest corner o f  the store. A 
1 arge oak screen and brass eagle boxes were instal 1 ed dur ing  the 1940 ' s . 
The A. A. McKinzie Store original Sy s a t  across the street from- the Huddleston 
Store, as d i d  the "Jot 'em Down Store" on t u r n  ' n  ' Abner's rad io  program. This 
store i s  smaller than the Huddleston Store, though of similar construction. 
A general merchandise store from 1904 t o  1930, the structure was used as a Rouse 
u n t i  l 1955 when it was moved when 'Highway 88 was straightened and paved. After 
being mved south t o  a small h i  11 , the bull ding was used for hay storage un ti l 
1972, a t  which t i m e  i t  was moved t o  i t s  present l o c a t i o n  and repaired. A small 
shed-roofed addi ti on added in 1972 extends from the side o f  the Huddles ton Store 
t o  the rear o f  the McKinzie Store, thus connecting them. L ike  i t ' s  neighbor, the 
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McKinrje Store has board and batten s id ing ,  a stepped false front, metal-covered 
gable roof, a shed-roofed fu l l  f ront  porch and random stone foundation. A 
sing1 e paneled wood doer i s  flanked by one double-hung window on each s l  de. 

The i n t e r i o r ,  which today funct ions  as a museum, has wooden shelves on the  n o r t h  
and south walls and o the r  o r i g i n a l  store fixtures from t he  Huddleston and McKinzie 
Stores. 
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8, Significance 

Period 
-_ prehisiorie 
.- 1401tl499 
- 150&1599 
- 160G1699 
- -. 1700L7 799 
-- f 80(1-1899 
4- 1 9 0 s  

Areas of SlgniiieanceCheck and justify below 
- _.. archeology-prehistoric - community plannmg 

archeology-historic - - conservation 
-_ agricuRure - - - economics 
- architecture -- . education 
- - arl - engineering .= commerce - - exploration~settlement 
-. communications .. . industry 

. - invention 

- . landscape architecture - religion 
.. -- law . science 
. - - literature . sculpture 
.. -. military -- social1 
-- music humanitarian 
-- philosophy -*- theater 
-_ politics government - transportation 

I,, , . n B  , #  I - other ISpeclfY) 
- - ~ e s - t s , p S t o r c  (1912.) - - .  -- 

Swciiiic - dmt*s - McKi nzi  - e Store . (1904 )gUi'd*Cb!Ehife!! Hu d dlj-~t on.-a~-d- M~'K.i-nZie--.b~vil-der s 
Statement ai Significance tin one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Huddleston and McKi nzie Stores represent not only typical country trade centers, 
b u t  also the g r e a t  impact o f  the radio antics o f  Chet Lauk and Norris G o f f  - 
known throughout the country a s  "Lum and A b n e r . ' V T h  stories and antecdotes 
the two regaled radio 1 isteners and movie goers w i t h  throughout the 1930 5, were 
collected from friends they had grown up w i t h  i n  the Polk and t?ontgcmery County 
area, Thei r radio characters i ncl uded D l  CK Huddles ton, Squj re ~ k i  !:IF, Cedri c 
Wehunt, Grandpappy Spears, Lit t le  Pearl, and others. A1 I were based on pecple 
f r o m  Pine Ridge. Dick Huddleston was the proprietor o f  the simple board and 
batten general merchandise s t o r e  which was constructed i n  191 2. The A. A. 

. McKi nzi e Store was bu i  1 t in 1904 and was referred t o  by Lum ' n ' Abner S n . , 
their broadcasts as the "Jot 'ern Down Store." The two bui ld ing  served as focal . 

points  for the radio shows which del ighted millions far h.ro decades. 

E LAB0 RAT I ON 

The community o.f Pine Ridge., which was originally Waters ( i t s  name was changed i n  
1936 t o  ref 1 ect the, f i c t i  onal name Lalkq and Goff haad-' g i  vkh i t ' )  , ' i s  I oca ted near 
the  Ouachita RiverSjn Montgomery County. A t  one point  there were a large number 

Jo f  wooden bu i l d i ngs  constructed prior t o  1920, which served t he  community. . 

Today the  sawmi 1 1 , gri stmi 1 I,, b l  acksmi t h  shop, and other  s truetures a re  gone. 
The Huddles ton and HcKinzie 2torr:Sand the past  o f  f i  ce are a1 1 t h a t  rernaih. 

Dick Huddleston had h i s ,  store b u i l t  by local  l abor ,  many o f  whom wol-ked a'ff 
t h e i r  debts to Huddleston w i t h  this labor.  The store provided a wide array o f  
i terns su i  ted t o  the needs of i t s  cl iente? e. Huddl eston achieved some fame 
aside from h is  associat ion w f t h  Lm 'n-bner. He traveled around the  country 
promoting Arkansas, especially the Ouachita Mountains, w i t h  his "Pine Ridge 
Follies." 

A. A. McKinziels s to re  was built in 1904 as a general mercantile as well. During 
the 19301s, as i t  achieved prominence as the " J o t  'em Down Store," St ceased to 
func t ion  as a store and became a pr iva te  residence. It was 1 ater moved and used 
as a hay barn. In order t o  save the building, i t  was again moved in 1972 to 
serve as a museum far Lum ' n  ' Abner memorabi 1 i a. 

' t 1 . '  , ' # 
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10. Geoqra~hical Data 
- -. 

Acreage of i a  property 

Quadrangle name O d e n  - Ark 
U7 M References 

Quadranqb scale U f l O L  

A 1 1 , 5 1  1411,710,0, 7 13 812 71 0 051 
Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easting . - Horthing 

Verbal bwndrry dsscrlptlon and justifleation . .  . _ . 
The p r o p e r t y  b e i n g  n o m i n a t e d  i s  bounded on t h e  South by Highway .+88. On t h e  
E a s t  t h e  nom ina ted  property..extends f i f t y - : - f e e t  o u t  f r o m  the f r o n t  e l eva t ions  
o f  ' e a c h  s f  t h e  stores  i n t o  a gravel d r i v e .  On t h e  N o r t h  t h e  nominated p r o p -  

Llrt  ail states and counties lor properties averlapping state or county boundartas 

state N/A code county code 

t tate cod; eountv code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

namertitte Kathryn Moore Stucker, e G ~ d  -- by Arkansas H i s  t o r i  c Preservation .Program s ta f f .  

organiatiorn N/A date - August 31, 1984 -- 

street & number P a  0. BOX 38 telephone (501) 326-4442, , . . 

eitv or town P i  ne R i  dge state Arkansas 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
fhe evaluated slgnifkeance of this property within the state is: 

2 national -- state - locat 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offidir for the ~ a i i & a l  WstGdle Preseiv tlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
6651, 1 hereby nominate this DroDenv Tor inclusion in the Natlonal Register and cenilv &at it has been evaluated . - 
ac&fdlng t i the  criteria and'prdcedures set 

State Hlstorlc Prsqeyvatkm OlMlcer signature -- 

t ~ ~ e  State His tori c Preservation O f f  i cer date 

For NPS use onty 
I hemby certify that tHr props* Is lnleluded In the Natlonal Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Chiet of Registration 
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V e r b a l  B o u n d a r y  Description cont'd. 

e r t y  extends t e n  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r i o r  wall o f  t h e  M c K i n z i e  S t o r e .  
O n  t h e  West t h e  n o m i n a t e d  p r o p e r t y  extends f i f t y  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  e x t e r i o r  
walls o f  b o t h  b u i l d i n g s .  














