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1. Name 
hlstodc Reeves -Me1 son House - 

and or common Abraham and Amanda Miles House 

2. Location 

s t m t  L numbar . N /A - not for publlcatkm 

Hontgomry / ; ,  ',,,7 

~ m t s  Arkansas code 05 m n t r  , coda 097 

3. Classification 
Catmgory Ownership Status M YU 
- distrlGt - public - occupied - sgrlcultum m u s w r n  
2 bulldlngI6) A prlvata 2 unoceuplcd - commerekl - park 
- slructura - b t h  - work 1n progress - edueetlonal - private r s s ~  
- site Public Aequisitlon AecessSblr - entertainment - religious 
- oblsct &!hn process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered jL yes: ~nrestrlctud - Industrial - transpartltbn 
- no - military Lothtr: Vacan t  

4. Owner of Pronertv 

name Bobbv Jarr-cer and W i  

n w t  numb 523 P i  ttman Road 

city. town H o t  Spri ngr - vkinlty d state Arkansas 71913 
I 

. 5. Location of Lesal Descrietion 
m u r ~ ~ u s e *  rnolstr~ of dsads. ate. flon tgomery County Co~rthouse 

em. town Mount Ida ,ht, Arkansas 71957 

6. Rewesentation in Existing Surveys 
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The Inter ior  o f  both pens display an austere character. Only one o f  t he  two f i r e  
mantels, located in t h e  l og  pen, survives and i t  reflects a local interpretation 
o f  classical revival design found on mantels i n  many Arkansas rural houses. 

Ancillary structures exis ted  an the property. A 10' x 10' Jog smokehouse stood 
behind t h e  ki tchen. A chicken house made of lumber existed nor theast  o f  t h e  house. 
Today, only the well remalns and stands adjacent t o  the kitchen area. 



' 7. Description 

Canditiorr Check one Cheek one 
- escellsnt deterierated - unaltered -&- original site 
- 9 d  - ruins -x- altered - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

D e w r i b  tha pmsmt and original (11 known) physical apperrmnee 

The c .  1882, 1888 Reeves-Melson House i s  situated adjacent a small branch o f  the 
Mararn Creek i n  southeast Montgomery County. The county i s  located w i t h i n  the 
Ouachita Mountain Range in Western Arkansas. The house reflects a d o g t r o t  plan. 
Each pen i s  constructed by different bui 1 ding methods and material s . W i  l l i am 
H .  Reeves b u i l t  t h e  single log pen house soon a f t e r  he entered i n t o  a homestead 
contract i n  1882. Reeves sold t he  property in 1887 t o  Larkin Melson. Melson, a 
1 ecal carpenter, expanded the Fog house i n t o  i t s  present farm by building a frame 
and weatherboard pen and t he  central open h a l l .  

The house, facing west, s i t s  on stone piers and i s  covered by a gable roo f .  The 
present t i n  roof material replaced the origi na7 wood shake roof i n  19410. The r o o f  
slope extends on the  west side t o  create the porch roof and the facade. The turn 
posts which support the porch roof  are not origjnal t o  the structure. Under the 
porch, the structure i s  made o f  two dist inguishable facades. The log pen, m a s u r i n g r v ~ . ~ : : ;  
18" 16', is i d e n t i f i e d  by a centered batton door and a 4J4 double-hung window s e t  
north o f  the door. Hewed on two sides,  pine logs are locked together with + dovetai l  
notching. S p l i t  boards covered the chink between the logs, some of which are  e x t a n t  
today. An e x t e r i o r  gable end chimney and the gable roof extension marks the nor th  
elevation o f  the log pen and structure.  Two squared hewn l o g  p l a t e s  on the east  and 
west walls of the pen create the overhang of the roof .  These lag plates are supported 
by notched and chamfered p l a t e s  that terminate the pen's  north and south nalls. F i e l d  
observations of gable overhangs on other structures suggest i t  was a technique t o  
protect mud c a t  chimneys from the weather. 

The second pen was probably b u i l t  soon a f t e r  Larkin Me1 son purchased the property 
f rom William Reeves i n  the  winter of 1887. The pen, a 18' x 16' frame wi th  weatherboard 
wal 7s , completes the facade o f  the house. Two symeteri  cal ly  placed 414 double hung 
windows character izes the m a i n  elevation. The gable end of frame pen (sou th )  i s  a 
solid mass wi th  a 4/4 window placed on i t s  west end.  An exterior stone chimney a t  
one time occupied the wall u n t i  1 i t  was dismantled in the 1940's. 

The open central ha1 1 connects both pens and provides cover for the main entry i n t o  
the  frame pen as we1 1 as the entries t o  the lean-to roam additions attached t o  both 
pens. A trap door, in the ha1 lway f loor ,  provides access t o  a dug-out cell a r  beneath 
t he  log p o r t i o n  o f  the house. This feature i s  not  o r d i n a r i l y  found w i t h  a rural 
structure in Arkansas' 19th  century landscape. The open s t a i  way in the ha1 1 is attached 
t o  the  wall o f  the fog  pen. I t  occupies the front port ion o f  the hal lway w i t h  access 
by way of the f r o n t  perch. 

The r e a r  e levat ion of the Reeves-Melson House c o n s i s t  of t w o  lean-to a d d i t i o n s .  Melson 
b u i l t  the  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  frame por t ion  o f  the house. It is also frame constructed 
wi th  weatherboard s i d i n g .  A 414 window i s  placed off center  i n  an otherwise solid 
weathe rboard  mass. An entrance i n t o  a second dug-out cell a r  i s  located under  t he  
f r ame  lean-to a t  the southeast corner. The k i tchen occuppied the second lean-to 
a d d i t i o n  t h a t  completes the structure's rear elevatfan.  Attached t o  the log  pen, 
the  ver t ica l  plank addi t ion  extends a few feet  beyond the pen's north wal l .  I t  i s  
not know when or who bui I t this a d d i t i o n .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- pretristoric 
_- 1400-1499 
- 150h1599 
- 96W1699 
-- 170&1799 
d, 1 aoo-isss 
- 1900- 

Areas a i  Skgnificance-Chtck and justify b l o w  
_ _  archeology-prehistoric . - community planning _ -  - landscape architecture _. reiiglon 
-- archeology-historic . - conservation .. -. law .-- science 

-_ agriculture , _ - ecanornies literature . , sculpture 
architecture education . - military social: 

--_ art - engineering - music humanitarian 
.- carnmkrce .K exp~0ration:settItment - philosophy - theater 
,- communfcations industry -- politiesgovernrnent - transportation 

.- .- invention - other (specify) 

Statemant of Slgniiicmnee [in one pmfagrrph) 

Located i n  the  Ouacfri t a  I4oun t a i  n regi on, Montgomery County had been sparse1 y 
settleci since the 1830's. The county's southeast sect ion a t t rac ted  1 i t t l e  occupation 
until the mid-1876's. However, with a f a i r l y  steady in f lux  of homsteaders, the 
1 imited farmland surrounding t h e  local waterways and i n  the narrow valleys was 
settled by the turn o f  the century. During t h i s  time Wll I iam Reeves, a f o m r  
county s h e r i f f ,  homesteaded e i g h t y  acres of land adjacent a small branch of the 
Ciaram Creek, one o f  t w o  major waterways in the area. The c. 1882, 188C Reeves- Melson 
~ 0 4 s ~  represents, locally , the s t r o n g  t r a d i  tianal p lan  and construction methods 
cornonly used i n  ini t ial  settlement per iods th roughout  Arkansas i n  the nineteenth 
century. As i n  the earlier years of se t t lement  in the  state, t r a d i t i o n a l  house 
plans and construction methods continued t o  dominate the i n i t i a l  building environ- 
m e n t  o f  Arkansas's l a t e  nineteenth century settlement areas. The house displays 
two important areas i n  t he  traditional building discipline. The log s i n g l e  pen 
p o r t i o n  o f  the  house reflects a popular settlement house type, while the present 
dogtrot typ i f i e s  a practice o f  expanding a s i n g l e  pen i n t o  a two pen plan. The 
use of two di f fe rent  building methods and m a t e r i a l s  e a s i l y  dist inguishes t h i s  
method o f  expansion. 

B u i l t  i n  two stages, the Reeves-Melson House illustrates a rural practice of adding 
onto an original s j n g 3 e  pen house. C. 1882, Mil 1 iam Reeves b u i l t  the i n i t i a l  single 
pen house. Using pine logs  locked with the h a l f - d o v e t a i l  notching, Reeves constructed 
an 18' x 16' structure. Following a c o m n  technique, the lags were hewed on two 
sides f o r  a f l a t  exterior and interior wall surface. Leaving the  t o p  and bottom o f  
t he  logs i n  their natural state resulted i n  a smaller chink space between the logs. 
Larkin Melson purchased the property i n  the winter of 1887. Melson, a local carpenter, 
added the  open central ha l l  and the second pen t o  c reate  the structure's present d o g t r o t  
plan. He constructed the 18' x 16' frame and weatherboard pen using locally milled 
lumber. The use of different building m a t e r i a l s  was a c m a n  practice i n  expanding 

. the single pen i n t o  a two pen plan. 
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1 2  State Historic Preservation Officer Certif ieation 
The evrlumtsd signllicancr of this property wlthln the state is: 

- nstlonrl ,, ~tate  A- &*I 

A8 the dmignmted State Historic Pmservation Oiflcar for t)rs National H Ior ic  Prcserwatlon Act of 1966 (Publk Law 
665)* I hsreby nominate this property for Inclusion Fn the National R e g l s l s r  and certify that ll has been evaIqated 
according to ths criteria and procedures set lo 

Strts H m  P m m r t b n  Omcw signstun 
\ - 

S ta te  Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  












