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DESCRIBE THE PHESENT AN0 ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Centered on the fo res tedcour t  square of rural  >it. Ida ,  the tha-storey 
Montgomery County Courthouse is az unusual combination of classical 
arid r u s t i c  architacLural.  treatments- While t he  entrance [ south  elevation) 
isdominated by the classical arrangement af a pediment restiilg upon 
t.m large, pier-like pilasters, vernacular treatment of t h e  c lass ica l  
theme s h i n e s  forth in the composition of the tympanum of the pediment, 
which features ir3ricatedshlngling and a central  oculus window, and 
nost pointedly in the fac t  t h z t  t h e  ent ire  rectangular building was 
corstructed of field stone s e t  in a random pattern. 

- 
The Montgomery Coun ty  Courthouse wzs blilt in 1923 according to the 
specifications of architect Clyde A .Ferrel. The building was o r i g i n a l l y  
r e c t i l i n e a r  with a small bay projecting from the rear of the building. 
mong the major components of the collrthouse are its hipped roof,  
regular arxaagemertt of wiadows and double entranceway w i t h  transom. 
The interior has been nodified i n  keeping w i t h  the r,eeds of county 
gover;lx!s-t, I n  1975 a s p r a - d i n g  one-storey addition was attached to 
the  nor'rk elevation o f  the building, compromising t he  visual. harmony 
of the seructure. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The most impressive structure in the small t o m  of :4t. Ida is the  
Montgomery County Courthouse b u i l d i n g .  It is a la rge ,  -squarish, t r ra -  

s torey rock building t h a t  features uniform wifldow fenestration, a 
double-leaf en t raceway  and a t runcated  hipp4d K O O ~ .  Simple, y e t  
buLky, classical detail emt3elPishes the front (south) e l evat im'o f  
the b G l d i n g  in the form of a large pediment, susported by t m  pier- 
l i k e  pilasters. 

The arckitecture is rooted in the locale and in the people of 
Montgcasry County. The pi lasters sustaining the  f ron t  pediment a r e  
fornee v i t h  rough stone renovez  fro^. lucal fields. In a similzr 
Eashior. the fuqction t h a t  the Montgomery Courthouse symbolizes is 
- t ied wizh t h e  region and its i nhab i t an t s .  The county gove:_.rrnent 
housed wi th in  the courthouse is t h e  closest znd nost pezsonal contact 
between the pzople of Montgomery County and regresenkative deF,3c~acy. 

r.Iontgz:sry County was formed in l B 4 5 ,  just n i n e  years after th? first 
w h i t e  s2ttlenent appeared on the banks 05 the Ouachita near Xt. Ida. 
The sezt of county qovexnflent has always occupied the square in M t .  Idz 
where the current courthouse building stands. The field-stone 
couuth3dse now occupying the square was erecte2 in 1923.  R e c e n t l y ,  
however, t he  building lost some of i t s  country charm when a spravlicg 
one-storey addition was tacked on to the rear of t h e  bui ld ing .  

County govornrnent is conducted by a body of officials,elscted in a 
county-wide ballot,in conjunct ion  w i t h  t h e  Quorum C m r t .  The o f f i c i a l s  
who are elected by county-wide v ~ t e  perform administrative an? 
leqisla k i v e  dut ies ,  w'r.iLe the Q u ~ r m  (ar In..->*ing> C01.ur t is p r i n z r i l y  
responsible for county f i scal  pollcp and t h e  performance of rninox 
j u d i c i a l  dcties. Members of the Quorun  C o u r t  are called J u s t i c e s  
of t h e  Peace, an9 they are elected by n specified number of electors 
uho reside in townships encompassed by the county. Montgonery Cacnky 
h a s  seven o f f i c i a l s  rzhg are  elected at-large in the county  ~ 1 z u t i o n .  
They arc  t h e  county judqe, county cli~r;:, sriieriff, assZE;mr, t r e a s u l - ~ r ,  
surveyor and corona. Seve-al a~poirltees assist these county of f  i cial; 
in their dutie:;. 

Tile primary E u t ~ c : t i ~ n s  an2 duties o f  county gnrrervm~n+_ arc Lo ar-s?ss and 
t a x  pro2erty fo:: rkvenue; m a i n t a i n  c o u n t y  higllways: he].? suppor'~ a 
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county a g r i c u l t u r a l  agent; provide a minimum s tandard  of public h e a l t h ;  
supervise t h e  ballots dur ing  counYl~, primary and general elect ions;  
provide r u r a l  law enforcement; na in ta in  a county j a i l ;  r egu la t e  tho 
i nc rxpora t ion  and boundary expansion of t o m s  and cities; issue 
marwizge licenses: s y s t e n a t i c a l l y  f i l e  records of deeds,  mortgages, 
l i e n s  and bands; an2 per5orm judicial d u t i e s  in minoz c i v i l  or c r i m i n z l  

d 

cases -. 

Several aspoint iva  ba rd s ,  s;lckb as  t he  Delinquent Tax %a-d and t h e  
Bsard of Equalizati~n~perforn services generally related to some 
aspect of f i s c a l  revi2w. 

The ccl:-ty also serves to some extent as a basic administrative an? 
j u d i c i z l  u n i t  in s t a t e  gouernaent. The Depar t~ .ent  of Welfare and the 
s t a t e  a - ~ d i t o r i a l  depal-trnertt are active at t h e  coiznky level .  C i r c u i t ,  
char~ca::;~ axd j ~ v e n i l f  courts all hold  hea r inqs  in t h e  coun ty  cou r t -  
house. 

A s  a r u l e  in Arkanqas ,  the conltty cocrthor?se building is the r.ost 
lavis?. publie S u i i c l i n g  w i t h i n  the  cougty. This is certzinly the case 
for tk ?.;o?-tgorneuy County C o r r t h ~ ~ s e  i n  Kt. Ida.  This em_nh~sis upon 
size 2x3 d e t a i l  ref lects  t h e  impor tance  which the c i t i z e n s  of each 
couzty place u p n  local governmeat, for c o n n t y  government administers 
to b ~ s i c  loca l  nseds oE the p e o ~ l e ,  and by doing so has helped to 
d e t e m i n s  p a t t e r n s  which history has followed in each r eq ion  o f  t h e  
s ta te ,  
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