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A: , :: : hL 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries--complete applicable sections - 
I. Name 
hlstorlc: A1  vah Horace Whi h a r s h  House 

and!or common kthi tma~sh-Steel House 

2, Location 

street & number 711 pemn - not for publieatlon 

/-- . - 
city,twvn Texarkana - vicinity of - congressional district 4 , , -  - 

Category Ownership Status 
d i s t r i c t  _, public 2 occupled 

buitding(s) X private - unoccupied 
1- structure - both - work in progress 
- slte Public Acquisition Accessibf e 
- object - in process 2!- yes: restricted 

b e i n g  conskdered y e s :  unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational - private residence 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military 2 other: 

4. Owner of Property 
5m-& 

name Mw Davis and John Canner 

street 8 number 711 Pecan 

city, town Texarkana - vicinity of state ArkancaS 

5. Location ot Legal Description A 

counhouse, registry of deeds, etc. M i  1 1 er Coun t . 1  

street & number 4 t h  & Laurel \ 

city, town Texarkana state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Survevs 

*ye f e x a r k a n a ~ ~ g m ~  n i  <trir-has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date October 15, 1979 - federal - state - county L local 

deposltar)rIOrsurveyreeards of Texarkana, Planning D i v i s i o n  

state Arkansas 



* .  - - 
7 ,  Description 

Condf t ion Check one Cheek one 
- excellent - deteriorated -unaltered 2- original site 
-9- - ruins X_ altered m o v e d  date 
Jlair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Prominently s i ted on t he  edge of one o f  Texarkana 9 07 des t residential neighborhoods , 
the k'hitmarsh House exerts a stately presence as an anchoring feature i n  a streetscape 
o f  f inehouses bui l t  around the t u r n  of the century. The two-story woodframe bui7ding 
capped by a h i p  roof with  cross gables and a dominant t o w e r ,  was b u i l t  -in 1894 by Alvah 
H. Whitmarsh, original  owner of t he  house, Its r i c h  embellishment and dist inct ive f o m a l  
organization capture the  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  late V i c t o r i a n  period i n  t h e i r  in terpreta t ion of 
t h e  Queen Anne style .  

Abundant decorative wooddork and an acutely verticl e p m f i  1 e vest the p r inc ipa l  ( e a s t )  
e l eva t ion  of the Whi tmarsh House with i ts d i  s t i n c t i  ve character. A narrow one-story 
porch of fse t  t o  the nor th  of the facade offers access t o  the bui lding. Though a 
relatively m a l l  component i n  this intr icate e levat ion ,  t h e  shed-roofed porch w i t h  
cen t r a l  ly placed cross gable is enriched with t u r n e d  bracketed eol umns an square 
wood piers carrying an entablature w i  t h  spindled-frieze t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  a box corni ce. 
A1 though the g a b l e  end is undecorated and the entablature be1 ow i t .  lacks spindlework, 
t h i s  entablature breaks t o  fom a round-arched opening f l anked  by panels  which frame 
the d~erway t o  the house. The principal entrance door,  constructed o f  paneled wood 
w i t h  one l i g h t ,  is s e t  in a Classically delineated surround wi th  transom. A second 
f loor  balcony whose balustrade and col urns bear detailing t h a t  echoes t h a t  of  the 
f r o n t  porch i s  s i tua ted  direct ly  above the front porch ' s gab1 e. The house i s  faced 
wi th  hor i zon ta l  weatherboard p a i n t e d  whi te .  

Equally r i c h  i s  the  esthetic o f  t h e  gable end (southeast corner) o f  the pr inc ipa l  
elevat ion .  The corners o f  i t s  second f 1 oor c a n t i  lever over the chamfered first 
f l a o r  bay and are a r t i c u ?  ated w i t h  brackets and a pendant.  Corner borads- and corn ice  
m o u l d i n g s  are  articulated on b ~ t h  stories.  While t h e  window loca ted  on the f i r s t  
floor of this bay i s  beautifully delineated with Classical moulding and cathedral 
l i g h t  transom, the round-arched window t h a t  appears i n  t h e  second f l o o r  of t h i s  
elevation i s  one of the building's outstanding decorat ive elements. This  windcw 
i s  compcsed of one 1 arge central pane f lanked by two small er panes w i t h  stained 
glass t r a n s o m s  i n f i l l i n g  the arch. Fluted pilasters separate the three d iv i s ions  
o f  the window and extend up the elevation t e rm ina t i ng  under the p r o j e c t i n g  gable 
pediment. Carved wood panels w i t h  fan- l  ike design frame the arch. The 1 avender 
stained glass transoms have an  opalescent q u a l i t y  reminiscent of t h a t  o f  T i f fany  glass. 
An a t t i c  window w i t h  cathedral l i g h t s ,  imbricated shingles and a carved panel w i t h  
fan-like d e s i g n  embellish t h e  gable  end. 

The vertical nature of t h e  Whitmarsh House derives largely from i t s  northeast 
corner. Th is  section o f  the  p r i nc i pa l  e leva t ion  i s  comprised of a half-hexagon 
bay w i t h  bevel-edged, transparent leaded-glass windows and i s  capped by an octagonal 
tower, an especi a1 ly d i s t i n c t i v e  feature  of the bui ld ing.  The tower, which terminates 
in a lof ty ,  pointed roof covered w i t h  imbr ica ted  s h i n g l e s ,  contains double-hung 
1 eaded-gl ass windows . A bracketed entablature runs be1 ow the corn i  ce 1 i ne and triangul ar 
wood panels w i t h  r a d i a t i n g ,  fan-li ke designs, appear above the cornice 1 i n e  i n  each 
segment of t h e  tower roof. 
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Though less d i s t i n c t i v e  t h a n  the principal facade, the s i d e  elevat ions ( n o r t h  and 
s o u t h )  of t he  Idhitmarsh House ref lect  the  esthetic e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the highly 
deco ra t i ve  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n .  The north elevation i s  composed of three bays wi th  
the central bay (corresponding t o  an i n t e r i o r  s ta i r )  projecting under  a cross gable .  
The v e r t i c a l  orientation o f  the front o f  the house i s  r e c a l l e d  i n  the nor th  elevation's 
t w o  corbeled b r i c k  chimneys a n d ,  o f  course, i n  the silhouette o f  t h e  tower. The 
south e l e v a t i o n  fea tu res  a projecting cen t ra l  bay w i t h  chamfered (half-hexagon) 
first floor and a one-story, h i p  roofed, side porch. A1 though the s i d e  porch i s  
supported on the  same turned bracketed-columns t h a t  appear i n  t h e  f r o n t  porch, its 
balustrade (partial l y  destroyed) and entabl a tu re  are great ly  simp7 i f  jed, corn~osed rg- 
of unembell i shed bands of wood. A second floor balcony, located direct7 y above - . . 

- " the side porch, has been encf osed w i t h  casement windows t o  fom a solarium. I r r e g u l a r l y  -- 
P I  aced double-hung rectangular windows appear i n  both sides of the house. Detailing 
of the side e leva t i ons  i s  consistent w i t h ,  if l ess  elaborate than, t h a t  of the 
pr inc ipa l  e l e v a t i o n  as evidenced by the Classical ly-derived window surrounds, corner 
boards, cornice moulding, and imbricated shingles o f  the  nor th  gable end. 

i e  rear ( w e s t )  e l e v a t i o n  o f  the house i s  dominated by a one-story kitchen and -.. . 

ts entry e l l  which were added t o  the house i n  1924. Originally, a rear porch 
ccupied this space. Perhaps as a r e su l t  of  the early construction date ,  t h e  gable  

end has box returns and corner boards t ha t  re la te  closely t o  t he  appearance of the 
res t  of t h e  house. Two windows, one o f  which i s  an a t t i c  window, and a secpndary 
entrance i n  t h e  e l l  penetrate this e l e v a t i o n .  

Although the building i s  presently u t i l i z e d  as a law of f ice ,  the f i ne  woodwork 
t h a t  distinguished i t  as a residence i s  s t i l l  i n  evidence. Richly carved and well 
preserved woodwork forms a w a i n s c o t  i n  the entrance pa r lo r  and a r t i c u l a t e s  the  
front bay window. The original hardwood f l o o r s  remain i n t a c t .  Pocket doors 
separate f i r s t  f l oo r  rooms f r o m  the ent ry  par lo r .  The craf tsmanship o f  t h e  
f irepl aces and t h e i r  ,mantel s reflects the careful attention t o  wood d e t a i  I exhi b i  ted 
i n  the wall embellishment. The s ta i rway  fea tu res  t u r n e d  balusters and decoratively 
carved box-newel posts. Although t he  upstairs o f  t h e  house i s  a l s o  given t o  o f f i c e  
space ,  t he  second f l o o r  p l a n  has not been altered. be- 

- 
Recent restoration work has contributed greatly t o  t he  richness of t h e  f i r s t  
f loor  interior.  The owners o f  the Whitrvarsh House plan t o  proceed w i t h  f u r t h e r  
work on tbe exterior, i n c l u d i n g  painting and re roof ing ,  to i nsure  preservation 
o f  the structure. 



8. Significance 

Period 
. prehlstark 
- 140W1499 
- 150&1599 
- 160W1599 
- 170G1799 

7800-1899 - 1 9 0 b  

Areas of SigniiEeane+Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c I u r e  rellglon 
- archeology-historic - conservation - taw s c i e n c e  . 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X architecrure - education - military - social; 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - expforation~settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - po'liticsfgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- lnventlon - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1894 BuilderJArc hitect 

Statement at Sigilificance (in one 

Outstanding in a s treetscape of 1 ate-ni neteenth and early-twenti eth-century 
b u i l  dings,  t h e  s t a t e l y  Whi tmarsh House exernpl i f i e s  the type of residences t h a t  
housed Texarkana ' s f i  nanci a1 1 y and soci  a3 ly proni nent  ci ti sens around the tu rn -  
of-the-century . B u i  1 t for A1 vah H. Whi tmarsh, a distinguished c i v j c  leader who 
sewed as general manager of the  Buchanan Lumber Co. for 35 years u n t i l  h i s  death 
i n  1923, and h i s  w i f e  the  former Zella Cof fe r ,  also an  a c t i v e  f i gu re  in Texarkana 
c i v i c  a f f a i r s  , the Whi tmarsh House stands as a f i n e  example of the visually appeal i n g  
Queen Anne architecture of the 1 a t e  V i  ctori zn era. Whi tmarsh k connection w i t h  the  
lumber i ndus t ry  is ref lected i n  the extremely r i c h  woodwork t h a t  d js t ingu ishes bo th  
the exterior and the interior o f  the  house, embodying the b e s t  o f  the decorat ive 
aspects of the  Queen dnne style. The d i s t i n c t i v e ,  v e r i t c a l l y  oriented formal 
organ iza t ion  of the  bui l d i n g  's  pr inc i  pal  facade w i  t h  i t s  prominent polygonal tower 
provides an e x c i t i n g  context for t h e  Whi tmarsh House's abundan t  embef 1 ishment- 
Especial l y  outs tanding  are t h e  front porch's bracketed-col umns and sp ind l  ed 
e n t a b l  ature,  the tri angul a r  pediment-1 i ke carved panels t h a t  enrich t h e  tower 
and the  gable ,  and the  arched windm' s f l u t e d  p i 1  asters and carved panels . 
Cathedral l i g h t s  and opalescent s ta ined glass also con t r ibu t e  t o  t h e  richness o f  
t h i s  e s t h e t i c .  Equally s i g n i f i c a n t  as the ar t iculat ion o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i s  the 
f ine wood detailing, inc luding f i replace mantels, wainscotin!, s ta i rway,  and door  
and window surrounds, t h a t  appears on the interior o f  the  house. Today, t h e  
outstanding archi tectural features t h a t  established the Whi tniarsh House as a f i n e  
residence serve t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  house i n  i t s  present function as a su i te  
o f  law o f f i c e s .  , - .  . . 



9, Major Bibfiograpkical References 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

QuadrangJe name 

UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 

Zone Easting Northlng 

Verbal boundaw description and justification 

Lo t  4 and N. 7 Q f  Lot  3, Block 1 4 ,  Original Town of Texarkana 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state c d e  county code 

1 Form Prepared By 

nameltltle Ethe l  Goodstei n , A r c h i  tec tural  Hi stori an/Donal d R. Brown, Mi stori an 

organltatton Arkansas Historic Preservali on Program date June 10, 1980 

s t r e e t & n u m b e r S ~ i t ~  500, Continental Building telephone 501/371-2763 

crtv or town t t l  e Rock state Arkansas 

f 2, State Historic Preservation Officer Certiflication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

- national - state - locat 

As the designated State Historic Preservatlon Officer lor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic PresewaZFon Otficer signature 

title date 

For HCRS use only. . . 
E I hereby certify that this property islncluded in the National 

- .  
date 

Keeper of the Natlonal Register 

' Attest: dale 

, Chlet of Registration ' . ~ 




