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1. Name 

hist~fic A U ~ U S  t us  M. Garrison House 

andtor comman 

2 Location 

street & number 600 Pecan N/& not for publication 

. - 
city, tawn Texar kana vicinity of congressiona! district Fourth .' , > ,  

state Arkansas code 05 county Hiller code 091 

3. Classification 
-- 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  - public +& occupted - agriculture - museum 

building(s) private - unoccupied - cammerclal - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational L private residence 
-site Public dcqulsl#on Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Wzyne Garri son 

street & number 600 Pecan 

cttv. town Texa rkana ''/A vicinity of state Arkansas 

5, Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, reglstry of deeds, ete. b l i  1 1 pr  r-t 

street & number 4 t h  & Laurel 

city, town Texarkana , State Arl:ansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
g,) has this property h e n  determined elegible? - yes no 

J 

'ate june 11778 * - federal - state - county 4 local 

d e p o s i t o r y t ~ ? ~ ~ ~ e y r ~ o r d s  C i t y  of Texarkana Ci t y  Hall 

citv. town Texarkana state Arkansas 



- " - ------- -- ----- --* 

7. Description . , 

Condition Check one Cheek one 
X excellent - deterlorated unaltered A original site 
- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Descrfbe the pnaent and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Garr ison House occupies a p ic turesque  corner s i t e  i n  Texarkana ' s 01 des t res i  d e n t i  a1 
neighborhood. Raised on a br ick  foundation wall above the e leva ted  landscaped grade, 
the two-and-one-ha1 f story wood frame s t r u c t u r e  terminating i n  a h i p  roof w i t h  crass 
gables and a round c o r n e r  turret seems t o  tower o v e r - t h e  street. B u i l t  in 1895, the 
house s asymmetrical yet  gracefu l  1 y massed propor t ions  and i t s  rich a r r a y  o f  decora t ive  
woodwork exernpl ify t h e  Queen Anne Style. 

The principal (west) elevat ion of the house takes ful  I advantage o f  the prominent corner 
s i t ing .  Though the e leva t ion 's  braad c r o s s  gable clearly establ ishes a west o r i e n t a t i o n ,  
the building turns the corner on a forty-five degree angled wall t h a t  holds t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
en t r ance  t o  t h e  house. The decoratjvely articulated en t r ance  t o  t h e  house h one-story 
wrap-around porch makes a dist inct7 ve statement o f  entry, v i sua l  ly embracing the C l  assicall y 
framed paneled f r o n t  door w i t h  transom. Four concrete steps (originally b u i l t  o f  wood) 
lead up t o  the  porch entrance which i s  defined by t he  g a b l e  r o o f  t h a t  projects from t he  
b u i l d i n g ' s  chamfered southwest corner. Two p a i r s  o f  turned columns supported on and 
terminat ing i n  square piers frame the en t r ance  and their inter ior  brackets suggest an 
arch over t h e  porch threshold. Scrolled brackets enrich t h e  outer co rne r s  of the columns 
which carry a cornice and simple frieze decorated w i t h  a band of scallops. The porch 
entrance b gab1 e end rests on this simple en tab la tu re  and i s  richly decorated wi th  an 
East1 ake - influenced design o f  spindles r a d i a t i n g  toward the gable peak, brackets and 
decorative horizontal 2nd vertical banding. 

The wrap-around porch continues along t h e  p r i nc i pa l  elevation to  meet a large chamfered 
half-hexagon shaped bay t h a t  projects from the northwest comer o f  t he  house. The t w o  
f ront bays of the shed-roofed porch are a r t i cu la ted  i n  a manner consis tent  w i t h  t h e  
d e s i g n  of the entrance element with l i k e  detailed columns w i t h  e x t e r i o r  brackets sup- 
p o r t i n g  an  overhanging cornice and interior brackets c r e a t i n g  an arched motif. Imbricated 
shingles face the bel l -cast  portion o f  the porch roof where l't meets t h e  second flaor 
balcony. This balcony, s i tuated toward the center o f  the w e s t  elevat ion j u s t  south 
of the  chamfered bay, repeats the design o f  the bracketed parch columns but has an  
elaborate wood frieze of a series of box-1 i k e  rec i l inear  shapes which terminate i n  
a sha3 l o w  arch. The balcony door and i t s  transom are ar t iculated i n  t h e  same fashion 
as the f ront  door. One of t h e  building's broad cross gables roo f s  both the second 
f l a o r  balcony and the chamfered bay. This gable end i s  f i l l e d  with E a s t l a k e - i n s p i r e d  
decorat ion,  A bank o f  three windows pierces the gable end. Imbricated shingles 
cover the 1 ower ha1 f o f  the gable while diagonal boards appear i n  t h e  upper ha1 f . The 
peak of  the gable features a t r iangul  a r  wood panel , with cut -out  deco ra t i on ,  that  
rests upon a row o f  brackets. The eaves o f  t h e  gable terminate i n  cornice-1 i ke s o f f i t s .  
The chamfered bay i t se l f  i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h  corner boards, base moulding and cornice 
moulding. One-over-one l i g h t  rectangular  doubl e- hung windows p i  ~ r c e  b o t h  the Ti rs t and 
second floor walls o f  each side o f  the  chamfered bay. T h e i r  classically detailed sur- 
rounds, w i t h  promi nent corn ices  and scal 1 oped bands under the s j I 1 s , are cons 1 stent  
with those t h a t  appear elsewhere on t h e  house. A panel composed o f  narrow diagonal  
wood bands appears between the f i rs t  and second s t o r i e s  i n  the frontmost s ide  of the 
chamfered bay. Spindled brackets w i t h  pendan t s  span t he  angled s i d e s  of the chamfered 
bay beneath t he  cornice moulding. 
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The f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  woodwork t h a t  so enriches t h e  exterior o f  the Garrison House i s  re- 
flected in the equally impressive des ign  and wood decorat ion of its interior spaces. 
On t h e  f i r s t  f loor  three parlor rooms separated by pocket doors w i t h  transoms r a d i a t e  
o f f  t he  entrance foyer tha t  occupies the southwest corner o f  the house. A spindled 
f r ieze  appears over t h e  pocket door  tha t  leads f r o m  the foyer i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  parlor 
The decorat ive d e t a i l i n g  o f  the foyer establishes the interior wood craftsmanship 
exh ib i ted throughout the house which features baseboard mouldings, p i c t u r e  m u l d i n g s  , 
and beaded door surrounds w i t h  bulls-eye corner blocks t h a t ' b r m i n a t e  i n  a crwnn-shaped 
element. All interior window frames are a r t i cu l a t ed  in t he  same fash ion  as the door 
surrounds. An extraordinary exampl e o f  j ig -saw cu t  woodwork occurs i n  the f r i e z e  t h a t  
spans the  double-door opening between the f ron t  and rear parlors. T h i s  element consists 
of an array of i n t e r t w i n n i n g  sinuous shapes, foliated forms and some spindlework. The 
s t a i r c a s e ,  located i n  the entrance foyer, also reflects the Eastlake-inspired wood 
esthetic. I t  i s  composed of square beaded balusters with decorative brackets under 
t h e  banister. Brackets t h a t  ernbell i s h  the staircase profile reiterate the des ign  of these 
brackets,  

A one-story h i p  roofed wood frame garage i s  1 ocated on the property, just e a s t  o f  the  house. 
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A round two-story t u r r e t  r i s e s  above the  southwest corner o f  the  house complementing the 
verticality o f  .the chamfered bay a n d  balancing the dominant  f r o n t  gable .  The t u r r e t  i s  
faced w i t h  imbr ica ted  shingles,  except a t  i t s  base where wood shakes meet t h e  porch roof  
below. The upper s t a g e  o f  the tawer i s  s l i g h t l y  narrower and s h o r t e r  than t h e  lower 
story which corresponds t o  the second f l o o r  of the house. Three w i  ndaws , d e t a i  1  ed 
1 i ke those of the f r o n t  e leva t ion ,  appear i n  t he  lower stage o f  the tower w h i l e  t h r e e  
smaller double-hung windows w i t h  upper 1 i g h t s  o f  cathedral glass appear i n  the upper 
s tory .  The tawer terminates i n  a con ica l  roof  s e t  upen a se r ies  of narrow brackets 
t h a t  e n c i r c l e  the t op  o f  the turret .  

The d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  the south s i de  o f  the b u i l d i n g  r e f l e c t s  the  design o f  the p r i n c i p a l  
facade p r e v i d i  ng appropriately a t t r ac t i ve  f ron tage on the s t reet .  The west end o f  
t h i s  facade i s  e n r i c h e d  by a three-bay long con t i nua t i on  of t h e  front-porch and the 
l o f t y  p r o f i l e  o f  the corner turret  rising above the  bui l d i n g l  s h i p  roof ,  A t  the center 
of the elevation,  a cross gable extends over a half-hexagon shaped chamfered bay. 
The facades o f  t h e  bay are articulated i n  the  same manner as the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ' s  
chamfered bay with 1 i ke detailed windows i n  each s ide,  corner boards, baseboard 
m u 1  ding and spindled bracke ts  with pendants ar t icv l  a t i n g  the gabl e corners 
over  t he  angled wall s of t h e  bay. Here, dentjl i n g  embell ishes t h e  bay? cornice 
board below t h e  overhanging gable. While similarly conceived, t h l s  gable end d i f f e r s  
from t h e  wide gable t h a t  d is t ingu ishes  t h e  f r o n t  e levat ion .  The south gable i s  faced 
w i t h  imbr ica ted  shingles and terminates, under the gable  peak, i n  a bracketed panel 
decorated w i t h  narrow bands of wood forming a recti  l i n e a r  pat tern  t h a t  recal l  s t he  
box-1 i ke design of the  f r ieze  t h a t  enriches the p r i n c i p a l  elevat ion"  second f l o o r  
balcony. A half-ocul us window pierces t he  gabl  e end. The east  end o f  the south 
e l e v a t i o n  j s  lower i n  he igh t  than  t h e  f ront  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  f e a t u r i n g  an overhanging 
screened sleeping porch under a box cornice on the second f l o o r  and a range o f  f a u r  
windaws piercing the first floor o f  t h e  facade. 

Though proport ional  Jy similar t o  the south e levat ion ,  the north s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i s  no t  as f inely  appointed. Here too a c ross  gable roofed c e n t e r  bay projects 
s l i g h t l y  b u t  i t  Jacks the chamfered walls t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  o the r  p r o j e c t i n g  bays. 
The g a b l e  end, however, repeats exactly the design o f  the south gable end. The eas t  
extreme of t he  south facade  fea tu res  a screened sleeping porch on the second f loor  
above a one-story k i t chen  porch on p l a i n  wood posts. Corner boards de f i ne  t h e  formal 
p 1 anes of the south e l e v a t i o n  and i ts c o r n i c e  moul d ing  and overhang{ ng roof 1 i ne 
cornice also relate it to t h e  o t h e r  facades of the b u i l d i n g .  Window d e t a i l s  are 
cons is ten t  among a1 1  f o u r  e leva t ions  o f  the house. 

The east facade o f  t h e  house appears as a gable-roofed arm p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  r e a r  
of the b u i l d i n g  and f lanked by shed-roofed sleeping porches t h a t  appear on the n o r t h  
and south sides o f  t h e  building. T h i s  rear facade i s  related t o  t h e  more a t t r a c t i v e l y  
detailed s ides of the b u i l d i n g  by i t s  corner  boards, co rn i ce  mouldings, box cornice 
and Classical l y  d e t a i  led w i  ndow surrounds. A p a i  r o f  smal I rectangul a r  w i  ndows penet ra te  
the gable end of the  roof.  



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 140&1499 
- 150&1599 - 160S1699 
- 17OLb1799 
1 180&1899 

190& 

dress of SigniCieanc&heek and justlfy below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture - rellglon 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
11 architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - musk humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationtsettlement - philosophy theater 
- comrnunicatlons - industry - politics!government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1895 BullderlArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

O u t s t a n d i n g  among the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century residences that 
l i n e  Pecan Stree t ,  many of which have suffered the loss o f  their original i n t e g r i t y  
t o  alteration and deterioration, the ffnely c r a f t e d  and exuberantly decorated 
Garrison House presents a noteworthy example o f  t h e  type o f  dwell ing t h a t  housed 
Texarkana's eminent citizens around the t u rn  o f  the  century. Built i n  1895 for 
lacally prominent lawyer Augustus M. Garrison, t h e  house represents a period when 
Texarkana was a new and thriving ra i l road and lumber center. Displaying the fullest 
integrity o f  orlginal fabr ic  on both  interior and exterior, the Garrison House p r e s e n t s  
a p r i s t i ne  example o f  t h e  esthetically p leas ing  Queen Anne architecture t h a t  d i s t i n -  
guished the l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  era. The house i s  especially effective i n  conveying the 
decorative aspects ~f the style. I t s  pleasantly massed asymnetrical proportions 
featuring chamfered bay and lo f ty  turret provide an energet ic  context f o r  the profuse 
decorati ve woodwork t h a t  embell i s  hes the house. O f  particular note are the East1 ake- 
influenced spindles, bands, brackets and shingles t h a t  enr ich the gab l e  ends af the 
house, the scrol I - bracketed t u r n e d  porch col urns, t he  scal 1 oped decorati on o f  the 
porch frieze, and especially t h e  f i n e l y  cu t  screen t ha t  foms the f r i e z e  of the second 
f loor balcony. Cathedral 1 i g h t s  and b racke t i ng  o f  the  turret enrich the e s t h e t i c .  
Equally impressive i s  the  fluent a r t i cu l a t i on  of  the exterior o f  the house i n  the 
consistently f i n e  wood craftsmanship and decoration o f  the i n t e r i o r  spaces, part icular ly  
the beaded and bracketed balusters of the staircase, the beaded woodwork o f  the window 
and door surrounds, and the brilliant decora t ive  f r i e z e  t h a t  separates the f ron t  and 
rear parlors. The h o u s e  i s  ~urrently the home of Augustus Garrison's son Wayne. 
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10. Geographical ~ a t a  ' a 5  

Acreage of nominated property ] e S s  t h a n  kL!xE- 
Quadrangle name Texarkana Q.u&&rang't e 
UMT References 

Quadrangre scale 1 : ?4nfln 

Zone Eastlng Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descrlptian and justification 

Lot 7, 5 1 /2  of  Lot 8, Block 22, Orf ginal  Town o f  Texarkana 

List all states and cauntlss for prepc*tSes overlapping state or county boundaries 

state cade county code 

.. 
state code county code 
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12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- nettonal - state 2- local 

As the designated State Hlstoric Presewation Offleer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
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according to the criterla and procedures set ion and Recreation Service. 
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Augus tus Garrison House 
Texarkana , Arkansas ( M i  1 ler County) 
Bob Dunn , Photographer 
thy,  1981 
Negative a t  A r k .  H i s t .  Pres. Program 

c.. . Southeast elevat ion taken from sou theas t 
PJumber 3 o f  6 
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Augustus Garrison House 
Texarkana , Arkansas M i  1 1 er County 
Bob Dunn , Photographer 
Flay, 1981 
Nega t i ve  a t  Ark. H i s t .  Pres. Program 

. .. Southwest elevat ion  taken from southwest 
Number 1 o f  6 
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Augustus Garrison House 
Texarkana, Arkansas 
Bob Dunn, Photographer 
May, 1981 
Negative a t  Ark. H i s t .  P r e r  . Program 
North elevation taken f r om the northwest 
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