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I. Name 

historic Bottoms House 

andlor common 

2, Location 

street & number 500 H i  c k o r ~  N/A - not for pubtication 

city, town Texarkana &% vicinity of congressional district Four th  

state Arkansas code 05 countv M i  11 er code 091 .- 

-- - . - -  

Category Ownership Present Use 
- district - public a g r i c u l t u r e  - museum 
-& building(s) X private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both . - wark in progress - educational X private residence 
- site Publle Acquisition Accessible - entertainment religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name D r .  and Mrs. John Hal 1 

street & number 500 H i  c korv  

city, town Texar kana "/A vicinity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Lega! Description 

courthouse, registry deeds, etc. Circuit  Cl erk ' s Of f i ce  , Fli 1 1 er County C o u r t  house 

street % number Fourth and Laurel 

citv. town 
Texarkana 

state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Eltie N/ A has this property been determined elegible? - yes no 

date N/A - federa! - state - county - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state - 



CandltEam Cheek one Check one 
-?L excellent - fleteriorated X unaltered -x- orfginal site 
- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- lair - unexposed 

- 

Describe the present and orSgSnal (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

S i tuated  on a vast  corner lo t  j u s t  a few blocks from Texarkana's oldest  res ident ia l  
neighborhood, the Bottoms House suggests a t rans i t ion  i n to  a modern i d i o m  far resi- 
d e n t i a l  architecture.  The house" formal grounds are b u i l t  up wi th  berms, ra is ing 
the house above grade and vesting i t  ni t h  a qua1 i t y  o f  grandeur. Bui I t  i n  1910, 
the two-and-one- ha1 f-story , nearly symmetrical buff brick st ructure capped w i th  ;t 

broad t i  le-covered clipped gable  roof ,  w i t h  p r m i  nent gable-roofed domer i s  the work 0. 
Texarkana archi tect  Bayard Mitt out o f  the C.H. Hill f i rm i n  Dallas, Texas. The 
house's scale and proport ions, expecial ly as captured i n  the sweeping horizontal 
l ines o f  i t s  one-story porch, reflect t he  influence o f  t h e  P r a i r i e  Style  w h i l e  i t s  
decorati ve s p i r i t  , depicted i n  i t s  pseudo ha1 f timber1 ng exquisite Tudoresque j n t e r i  or 
woodwork and a r t  nouveau inspired beveled glass,  evokes the imagery o f  the  C r a f t s -  
man Style. 

The principal (southwest) facade of the  Bottoms House i s  dominated by its one-story 
h ip- roo fed porch. Raised s l  i g h t l y  above grade, two ranges o f  1 ow concrete steps 
lead t o  t he  porch" central entrance which is dramatically articulated by two hug 
brick p i e r s .  These p i e r s  penetrate the  porch roof  t o  flank the  ba lus t rade  o f  a 
second f l o o r  balcony where they temfnate in sty1 i zed cast  stone capi ta ls  surmounted 
by cas t  stone urns. Two brick platforms project from the base of  t h e  piers t o  
frame the porch stairs and to form a pedestal f o r  two pe r i od  1 i g h t  f ixtures .  Brick 
piers o f  smaller dimensions b u t  similar proportions, wi th  bases articulated i n  cast  
stone t r i m ,  carry t h e  porch's  t i l e  roof w i t h  exposed rafters and form the  par te -  
cochere located a t  the western corner o f  the b u i l d i n g .  A low brick wall wi th  cast 
stone coping forms the porch balustrade wl~ich terminates a t  the south end of the 
facade in a low b r i ck  p i e r  surmounted by an urn, 

The central focus established by t h e  two  dornSnant piers t h a t  flank t h e  principal 
entrance carries t h r o u g h  t o  the second story where the gambrel r o o f  sweeps low on 
brackets t o  shelter t h e  balcony. A pair o f  narrow multi-l ight doors leads t o  the  
balcony and h.m small square windows flank t h i s  doorway. To e i t h e r  side o f  the  
balcony, two twelve-over-one double-hung windows pierce t h e  facade. Cas t  stone 
banding appearing above t h e  windows wraps around t h e  building t o  organize and  
define the second f loor  elevations. Exposed rafters accentuate the l i n e s  of the 
gambrel roof which i s  penetrated by two brick chimneys. Capping the  facade, a 
gable-roofed dormer w i t h  f o u r  diamond-paned windows, half-timbering i n  the gable 
ends and decora t ive  brackets rises from the center axis o f  the house. 

The principal elevat ion ' s f i n e  fenestration and grand entrance are deep1 y shadowed 
by t h e  porch roof. A very wide, sol i d  wood door w i  t h  transom and s i del i gilts s e t  i n  
a. Tudor-arched opening comprises the p r inc ipa l  entrance t o  t he  house. The transom 
and sidelights feature beautiful beveled glass  embell ished with a t u l i p  pattern tbr " 

captures the essence o f  t h e  decaration o f  the Craftsman era. To the west o f  the  
principal entrance four beveled gl ass windows wi th  transoms, a1 1 composed of d i  amoiii- 
shaped panes, l i g h t  the dining room and t o  the eas t ,  three windows l i g h t  the par lor .  
New stained glass, synpathetic i n  design to the decorative glass o f  the period, has 
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replaced the original  tul ip-patterned beveled glass  of t he  par lor  windows. A now 
enclosed one-story porch t h a t  projects from the par lor  on the  southwest side of 

.- the house i s  v i s i b l e  from the principal e levat ion .  

The house's s ide (northwest and southeast) elevations a r e  qu i te  s i m i l a r  i n  design. 
Both are characterized by the p rof i l e  o f  the  clipped g a b l e  gnd the pseudo h a l f -  
timbering t h a t  enriches the gambrel end. On the  northwest s ide  o f  t h e  house the 
porte-cochere impacts the almost symet r i  cal e leva t i on  w h i l e  t he  enclosed s i d e  
porch creates an analogous hori rontal  or ienta t ion on t he  southeast elevat ion.  
Twelve-over-one double-hung windows 1 ike t h o s e  o f  t he  pri n c i  pal facade 1 i g h  t t h e  
second s to ry  o f  t h e  s i d e  elevations.  On t h e  southeast  s ide  o f  the house a range 
o f  concrete s t e p s ,  a r t i cu la ted  by flanking concrete pedestals w i t h  urns, pro- 
vi des access from the s t r e e t  t o  t he  elevated house s i  te.  

W i  t h  regard t o  p r o p o r t i  onal  re1 at7 ons h i  ps and formal el ements , the rear (nor theas t )  
elevation o f  the Bottoms House reflects the a r t i  cu7 a t i  on o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  facade. 
The east  end of the elevation i s  d is t i ngu i shed  by fenes t ra t i on  of two narrow 
beveled glass windows flanking a w i d e r  window w i t h  s t a i n e d  glass transom t h a t  
1 i g h t  t he  rear parlor. In c o n t r a s t ,  the west s i d e  o f  the f i r s t  f loor  rear 

- 
. .. 

e levat ion i s  dominated by a screened serv ice  porch. Upstairs ,  a central balcony 
-.- . 

t h a t  rei terates  the desjgn o f  t h e  f r o n t  elevation" balcony and a gable-roofed 
-- a t t i c  dormer cormnand a t tent ion.  The twelve-over-one l i g h t  windows typical  t o  

the  upper story  of t he  house l i g h t  the bedrooms t h a t  f lank  the balcony. 

The grand p ropo r t i ons  and f i n e  de ta i l ing  t ha t  characterized t h e  exterior of t he  
Bottoms House are reflected i n  i t s  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n .  Nearly synrmetrical in p l a n ,  
the  various dwelling rooms are s i t u a t e d  around a massive central s t a i r  t h a t  com- 
mands a promi nen t v i s t a  f r o m  the entrance foyer. The s t a i r c a se  i s rendered 
even more dramatic in the large foyer by the  construction of an  arcade o f  f i v e  
Tudor  arches t h a t  extends along t h e  w i d t h  o f  the  foyer a t  the base of t h e  stairs .  
The Tudor arch figures s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t he  d e c o r a t i v e  scheme of the  Bottoms 
House i n t e r i o r  appeari ng i n  i t s  s t a i  r bal us t r a d e ,  panel i ng and mantel s . Under 
the s t a i  rs i s a small a1 cove wi t h  bui  1 t-i n benches and panel s of beveled g l  ass 
i n  the t u l i p  pattern t y p i c a l  t o  the  house penetrates t he  wall beh ing  the s t a i r .  
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The entrance foyer af ford access t o  a vast  parlor t h a t  extends the e n t i r e  
width of the  east  side of the house and t o  t h e  west ,  t o  the  d in ing  room. 
A1 though the  p a r l o r  appears as one large room the rear section of the parlor 
i s  ra i sed  approximately s i x  inches and a Tudor arch spans the room, further 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  the rear parlar which has been used by previous owners of t he  
house as a music room. A door w i t h  beveled g l ass  s i d e l i g h t s  and transom i n  
t h e  front parlor leads to t h e  enclosed porch, perhaps used i n  the p a s t  as a 
s leep ing  porch. Dark wood corn ice  mouldings and baseboards, and built-in 
seating are  reflective of t h e  Craftsman influence. The d i n i n g  room features 
r i c h  paneled woodwork and exposed cei l ing beams. The remainder of the  f i r s t  
f l o o r  o f  t he  house i s  gjven t o  a k i tchen that i s  located directly behind the 
dining room and t o  t h e  side of  an in formal  d i n i n g  area. A service s ta i r  i s  
1 ocated behind t he  rnai n s ta i rway  and an elevator was added t o  t h e  house 
circa 1950. 

Upstairs, the central ha l l  p lan  of the Bottoms House remains dominant. A t  
the  foot o f  the stairs, a den, generously 3 i ghted by i t s  balcony's g lass  door 
and f l ank ing  windows, provides an a t t r a c t i v e  p o i n t  of a r r i va l .  Built-in 

.- seat ing  i n  t he  den was designed to conceal radiators.  The  second f 1 oor o f  
. -. t h e  house contains f ou r  bedrooms, two on e i t h e r  side of t he  stair,  Each pair  
A .- . -- -- of bedrooms i s  served by a bathroom placed between the two. Doubl e-doors a t  

t h e  rear of t h e  s t a i r h a l l  lead t o  the rear balcony. Rrchjtectural d e t a i l i n g  
of the  second f loor  of t h e  house does not exh ib i t  the s t rong  i n f luence of the  
Craf tsman Style t h a t  character? zes the downstairs spaces. Simple c l a s s i c a l  
baseboards, window and door surrounds, and mantels appear i n  each o f  the 
bedrooms. 

A one-and-one-half-story ca r r i age  house is located to the north of t h e  Bottoms 
House. In s p i t e  of its t r ad i t iona l  utilitarian funct ion,  t he  building i s  
a t t r a c t i v e l y  conceived and very much in harmony w i t h  t h e  proportions and des ign  
d e t a i l s  of t h e  dwe l l i ng  house. O f  p a r t i c u l a r  note are the  carriage house's clipped 
g a b l e  roof w i t h  exposed rafters and brackets,  and i t s  multi-paned windows 
with a r t i c u l a t e d  lintels. 


















