
United States Department of the lnrerior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service . . ,  . , , - . = 

2 ,l ' 
. . -- - Naf i ~ R e g i ~ o r # i ~ t T W i C P l l ~ e s  

.. -.- -- > -- . - -4 - . . . received . . . . . 
, & .  - :,., 1 

, .. .. . J -y  > :  r: 4 . . - - 
Inventory-Nomination Form , 2 , . ;:1 date entered . - 

, ,,+ -2:- + ~ 

- -  j 
x ,-,:/<: ---:," .. 

#:- :I==. ,'"a. :!JXL., 9 . 2 : ,  ..-& . *-:$ 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries--complete applicable sections 

1 Name 

historic Bank o f  Kingston 

and/or common Madjson Bank and Trust  

2. Location 

street & number 101 pub1 i c S a u r e  -- - 
N& not for publication 

r 
city, town K i  n gs ton 

I 
I I !lBvicfnity of congressional district  hi rd 

state Arkansas code 05 county Madison code f i ~ 7  

3. Classif icatioa 
Category Ownership 
- district - public 
X bualdingIs) private 
- structure both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - in process 

- being consjdered 
X Not Appl I cable 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
y e s :  restricted 
1 yes: unrestrfcted 
- no 

Present U s e  
- agriculture 
2 commercial 

educational 
entertainment 

- government 
- industrial 
- military 

- museum 
- park 
- private residence 
- religious 
- scientific 
- transporlatian 
- other: 

4. Owner 0% Property 

name Steve S m i t h  l i m  McaawJa1 I = llhairman o f  t h d h x d  - Rank nf K l n o c t n n  . , - '  

street & number 101 Pub1 i c Sguare 

city, town K i  ngs t o n  N/A . . - ~ ~ c i n l t y  of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Leqal Description 

eourfhouse, reqistry of deeds, etc. C i r c u i t  Clerk's O f f i c e  

street & number Madison County Courthouse 

city, town Hun t s v i  11 e State Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Arkansas H i s  tori c Preservation 

has this property been determined elegible? - yes + no 

4 - federal , - state - county - local 

depasitoryforsurvey records Arkansas Historic Preservat ion Program 

city. town 
Li t t le  Rock 

state 
Arkansas 



Canditian Check one Cheek one 
-L exeellent - deteriorated - - m a l t e d  X original site 
- good ruins -x- altered -moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

- - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

The Bank of K ingston is a free-standing one-story stone s t ructure  s i t u a t e d  on the 
nor th  s ide  of Kingston's town square. B u i l t  i n  1911 by local contractor Smith  
Bradshaw a t  a cost of $2,580.99 (a  f igure t h a t  appalled some of t he  bank's founding 
stockholders) ,  the bank building i s  the most a rch i tec tu ra l ly  outstanding structure 
i n  t he  commercial s t ree tscape of this r u r a l  Northwest Arkansas town. Although i t s  
p r i  nci pa3 el evat ion presented a typical s to re f r on t  , an unusual ly  unassuming treatment 
f o r  a bank building, the use of galvanized pressed metal on three elevations gives the 
b u i l d i n g  a dis t inc t ive  appearance. While t h e  metal appl ied  t o  t h e  building's s i d e  
elevations i s  n o t  ornate, the pr inc ipa l  e l e v a t i o n  features a r i ch ly  decorated f r ieze ,  
cornice and  p a r a p e t  t h a t  t r u l y  exploi t  t he  decorat ive potential  of the m a t e r i a l .  

ELABORATION 

The symmetrical principal  (south) facade of the  Bank o f  Kings t on  i s  an una7 tered wood 
paneled storefront which i s  composed o f  a central  l y  located, recessed entrance and 
two f lank ing  display windows. Two v e r t i c a l  l i g h t s  s e t  on wood paneled bases and 
sumoun ted by transoms f o m  the  s to re f ron t  windows . Splayed s i de-wal 1 s , containing 
l ike  deta i led  ver t ica l  l i g h t s  on wood panels, provide a smooth t ransi t ion i n t o  the 
entry area. T h i s  main entrance i s  comprised of double  doors, each featur ing one 
rectangular l i g h t  over four-panel base, w i t h  transom. A c l o t h  awning, supported on 
a metal f rame and extending across the f u l l  width  of the p r i n c i p a l  elevat ion,  shades 
t h e  s torefront .  The bui ld ing 's  prominent pressed t i n  entab la ture  and parapet  
a t t r a c t i ve ly  complete the principal facade. An unornamented archi t rave,  bearing t h e  
sign "Bank", caps ' t he  storefront and a band 'o f  ovolo moulding separates the architrave 
from the entabla ture ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  f r i e z e .  F l u i d  s c ro l l  designs embel l i s h  the 
f r i e z e .  Above the  f r ieze ,  ' a  s l  ightly prbjecting cornice i s  art3 cul ated with pressed 
metal t rans la t ions  o f  denti 1s and modi 11 ions. The parapet t h a t  caps t h e  entzblature 
features a decarati ve raised pat tern  t h a t  creates t he  appearance o f  a bal us trade. 
Documents found i n  the b a n k ' s  original safe i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the ex te r io r  and i n t e r i o r  
pressed metal was purchased from Kesker & Brothers o f  S t .  Louis, Missouri and 
sh ipped t o  Arkansas by rai 1 . 
The bank ' s e a s t  and west  e leva t i ons  are d is t i ngu i shed  by pressed metal  veneer 
f a b r i c a t e d  f $ imitation of masonry. Othewise these side elevations are  uninterrupted 
and  undistinguished. I n  1981 the bank was extended t o  the rear  (no r th ) .  However, 
sympatheti c use o f  pressed t i n  s i d i n g  renders t h i  s one-story addi  ti on re1 a t i  vely 
undi st inguishable from t he  predominant or iginal  sec t i on  of the  b u i  1 d i n g .  Further, 
t he  add i t i on  i s  v i r t ua l l y  inv i s ib le  from t he  pub1 i c  square and thus does not  i n t r u d e  
upon the in tegr i ty  of the  b a n k ' s  fine principal  facade. The entire building has 
recently been painted in period colors o f  be ige  with rlarcon , b l a c k ,  and whi  t e  trim. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the Bank of Kingston,  t he  subject o f  recent res torat ion,  r e t a i n s  t h e  
sane in tegr i ty  of or iginal  f a b r i c  t h a t  so dist inguishes the b u i l d i n g ' s  ex te r io r .  ' . I n  
plan,  the banking room and i t s  lobby occupy the f ront  half o f  the s t r uc tu r e ,  of f ices 
are 1 oca ted behind i t  , and a conference room occupies the rear addi t i  on. The t e l l  er ' s 
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cage i s  qu i t e  classical in des ign  featuring Ionjc colonnettes and dentiled 
cornices t h a t  f rame the  t e l l e r "  windows, egg and d a r t  moulding, paneling, 

d.. . beading, and applied garlands. As on t h e  exterior, pressed metal contributes 
s ign i f ican t ly  t o  the  qua1 i t y  o f  the  interior design. The pressed t i n  w a l l  s, 

. cornice mouldings and ceiling panels are replete w i t h  o rna te  designs. The 
interior o f  t h e  rear addition continues the  e s t h e t i c  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  original  
banking room by u t i l  i r i n g  new pressed t i n  components obtained from t he  same f i m  
t h a t  provided t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  The banking room f l o o r  i s  covered w i t h  white 
t i l e s  and t h e  "1915" construction date i s  i n l a i d  i n  a darker color t i l e .  Two 
o r i g i n a l  safes have been restored and one, a barrel s a f e  manufactured i n  1916, 
occupies the banking room lobby. The building i s  heated by a replica o f  an 1895 

*:, 
wood hea te r .  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- T 40&1499 
- 150b1599 
- 160b1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 180b1099 

1 SOW- 

Areas of Significance--Cheek and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric c o m m u n i t y  planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
A architecture - education - military - social1 
- art - engineering music humanitarian 
X commerce - exploration'settlement philosophy - theater 
- eomrnunications - industv - poli tics;government transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1911 BuiSderiArchitect Smith Rraddmc-mncnntr-mr 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Bank o f  Kingston i s  a f ine  example of rural Northwest Arkansas comercial architecture,  
unusual for a bank building, unique in i t s  streetscape, and s j g n i f i c a n t  t o  the  town of 
Kingston's commercial h i  s tory .  As the  f i rs t  and presently the only bank ing  i n s t i t u t i on  
in Kingston and one o f  only three banks i n  Madison County t o  surv ive  t h e  depression of 
t he  1930s, t he  Bank o f  Kings ton  has been a t  the founda t ion  of the town 's  commercial 
development since it was chartered i n  Apri 1 1911. Most of the community 3 merchants 
and c i v i c  leaders were included as original  stockholdem, The bank's founder and 
f i r s t  president ,  Joel N. Bunch,  was promi nen t i n  Madison County ' s c o m e r c i  a1 d e w 1  opmen t 
s ince t h e  1880s, a c r i t i c a l  time i n  Kingston's history f o r  the town r e b u i l t  slowly a f t e r  
the C i v i l  War, and his enterpr ises  inc luded a grocery s t o r e ,  t he  Kingston Milling Co. 
(saw, grist and f lour  mills) and the town's f i rs t  industry -- a wagon spoke plant .  The 
bank b u i l d i n g  k outstanding archi tec tura l  character,  exhi b i t ing  a f ine s u r v i v a l  a n d  
great i n t e g r i t y  of o r i g i n a l  fabr ic ,  enhances i t s  historic significance.  Its 1 i t e ra l  
s to re f ron t  design i s  unusual for a bank bui ld ing i n  Arkansas where, even i n  rural areas, 
'.his b u i l d i n g  type i s  invariably t reated wi th  a self-conscieus'ty "high style", often 
ilassi cal , facade o r  vested w i  t h  some degree of monumental i ty in t he  downtown s t r e e t -  
scape. Nonetheless, i n  spite of i t s  modest scale and proportions the Bank o f  Kingston 
i s  archi tectural7 y prominent, deriving its stature from t h e  crea t ive  use o f  decorative 
pressed metal o n . i t s  interior and exterior a l i k e .  The quality and ef fec t  of t h i s  
material i s  part jcular ly  evident on t he  building's-actively-ornamented entab la ture  arid 
parapet. The b u i l d i n g  ' s pa ins tak ing ly  restored i n t e r i o r  also rzfl ec ts  t he  structure's 
historicity and archi tec tura l  eminence. S t i l l  appearing much as i t  d i d  a t  the  time of 
i t s  construction, t h e  Bank of Kingston remains an important  and unique zxample o f  the 
bank building type i n  Arkansas, closely tied t o  t he  development  of i t s  community. 
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Verbal boundary description and j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

Commencing a t  t h e  NW corner SW & of t h e  NW & Sec t i on  15 Township 1 6  
North Range 24 W .  Thence South on Section 1 i ne 32 rods thence 
S 880 E 5 rods 22k links fo r  a beginning p o i n t .  Thence S 8 8 O  E - 2 5  f ee t .  
Thence N 20 E 190 f e e t  t o  a stone i n  the  center  of t h e  Kingston Branch. 
Thence S 8B0 W 25 feet- Thence 5 20 W 190 feet  t o  beg inn ing  p o i n t .  
S a i d  l a n d  being on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Public Square i n  t h e  town o f  
Kingston and being a par t  o f  t h e  SW %, of the NW % Sec t ion  15 Township  16 
Nor th  Range 24 W. 



9. Major Bibliograpkical References 
Goodspeed ' s H i  s t o r y  of :4ortPwes t Prkansas { 1859) ; A H i s  t o ry  of Kingston (1972) ; "Pioneer 
Iden  t i  t y  Reta ined  by K i n g s t o n "  , Carroll County Historical Quarterly (1976) ; "Death Claims 
Joel N. B u n c h " ,  Madison County Record, 18 August 1927 p.1; "Statement o f  Condition, Bank 
o f  Kinaston". 2 March 1912; "Minute Book. Bank o f  K inaston" .  (1911 - mesent: Reriort o f  t h  

10. Geographical Data 
- - . -. . . - ... 

Acreage of nominated property 1 ess th_ar!-.on.e~re 
Quadrangle name DStOnuad --- rang l 
UMK References 

1 3 9 1 8 9 1 5 2 5 j  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northrng 

Verbal boundary description and just ifieation 

See continuation sheet. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

Not  Appl j cab1 e code county code 

state code countv cdde 

I 1. Form Prepared Bv 
m m. 

Don Grovn , E i  s tori an 
nameitltle ~ ~ b ~ 1  mqtPi ~~~w~~ 1 ~j .-tnri an 

organization Arkansas H i  stori c Preservation Program date May 8, 1981 

street &number 500 Continental Building telephone ( 5 0 1 )  371-2763 

city or town L i  ttl e Rock state Arkansas 

12. SIiate Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state X locaf 

As the designated State Hlstorle Preservation Oflicer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has k e n  evaluated 
according to the 

i t  s# P o date f -/febw 
For HCRS use only , .  . . 1 . . - i.., - :a 

5 _ _  ._........ - - . - - I .  - 4 I hereby certify that mts propeny rs included In the Nateonal R e  
4 1 

Keeper d the National Register 

ate 

Attest: 

Chlef of Reglstratlon 
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bank o f  Kingston, 101 Public Square, 
Kingston, Arkansas. Madison County. 

Rob Dunn , Photographer. 
Photograph taken 30 Apri 1 1981. 
Negative f i l e d  a t  Ark .  H i s t .  Pres. Program. 

Interior.  Banking room. D e t a i l  of 
teller's ca e. 
Photograph 7 of 7 .  






