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A DEDSURIPTIUL

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED —~UNALTERED - ORIGINAL SITE
AGOOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Church 3uildins now known as the Powiatan Methodist
Church was built in 1872. It is a one story frame sitructurs with
a gable roof. The Tfront door way, which is *the only entrance to the
building, is located in the center of the east facade and has double
doors with a transom, 7Two double hung sash windows on each side
flank the entrance, There are two cloak rooms, one on either side of
the foyer and twe doors leadinz from the foyer *to the sanctuary.
The north and south sides of the building nave three windows each,
The wést side has two windows. 1ll windows are identical to those at
the entry, There is 2 brick flue at the east wall of the sanctuary
and a stove which is vart of the original furaishings. The roof has
anproximately & zixteen-twalve »itch and presently has cow0081*1on
sningles over the original wooden shlnglos. The extericr is covered
with simple wood clarhoard Havinz a vlain frieze hoard, simple corner
Zoards faintly resembling pilasters and a simply molded box coraice.

The structure rests on 2 stone foundation. The concrets and
stone front steys have eizht treads and eiznht risers and stone and
concrets raillings.,

The interior contains 2 flat ceilinz which has hooXks to
hpld bronze chandeliers that contained four 011 burning lamrs each,
One of the chandzllers remains and has bean converted to electrie
lizht, The interior has simnle and plain wood floors, walls, and

ceiling, There is a simnle molding arvound the ianterior head, jamd
and g$ill of +the windows, The pews. and 2 pump orzan ara part of The
original Furnishings,. x

A housing for a bell to the exterior of the

sgat and of the aorth wall 1n recs
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PHOTOCREDIT  paw Dunn DATE OF PHDTO 1976
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view of east elevation 3

INT: 2983=72
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29 NAME,

wsTome Powhatan Methodist Church

AND/OR COMMON

21 LOCATION

oty Town Powhatan  VICINITY OF county Lawrence starg Arkansas

2] PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREOIT Bob Dunn DATE OF PHQTO 1376

REGATIVEFILED AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Frogram

7 IDENTIFICATION

DZ=SCRIZE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.
view of north elevation 2

INT: 288375
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view of south elevation 1
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ACAEAGE OF NOMINATED PROPEATY _less than one acre
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Iongitude. 36° 04’ 55%
Latitude 91° 07' 12¢

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE . . ! cooe T COUNTY : . CODE

STATE ' - - coRc COUNTY CODE

{ FORMPREPARED BY
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Lrs, Zvelyn Flinoo, Chairman
ORGANIZATION i . DATE

Lownatan Courthouse Restoration Committes Cctover 8, 1674
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878-63387
CITY OR TOWN . ' STATE
' Powhatan . ' Arkansas

§2]STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE ___ ’ LOCAL_A’_

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968 (Public Law 893-665]. |

hareby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has b°en evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE .- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PERIOD

{ STORIC  _ ARCHEQLUGY-PREHISTORIC
1299 —__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

- 1500-1599 —_AGRICULTURE
—16800-1693 _—_ARCHITECTURE
—1700-1799 __ART
£~ 1800-1899 __COMMERCE
—__1500- —COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
~—FECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—~INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
wlAW

—LITERATURE

—MIUTARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSDPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

-5 RELIGION

SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
~SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
~=THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
OTHER [SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The ezrliest records of

Powhatzn iiethodis

the

appear in the Nethodist Coaference Journals in the year 1
vear Powhatan was a part of the Jacksonport Disirict,
with 284 membhers and 4 local pastors, William 2. Toster
pastor, Ia 1859 the churches were rearranged on the Powh
for unav raported 181 white membars, 49 "vrobat o:ers,' a
members (as they were called.) From 1850 +to 18454 Powha
by vastors F.w, Thacker, J. I, Claytion, HKoses C. morvlh,
%, Foster. Records show Powhatan and Pozcahontias Station
membars and T. Rwbinson as pastor. Tradition has it thas
members met in worship servicas down on the river front (
r2cords can be JTouad as to what Type of buildinz thesge wo

(’ ara n2ld in., As was the custom in the early ﬁayq to hui
nat wes used for church and scheool; then perhans 2 1oz ©

1

"

Church
858, In that

e
-

arkansas Conferencs,

was the assignad
Euﬁﬂ erﬂuﬂt

1 with 31
the cq reh
Rlack River).
rship services
1d.2 loz buildineg
uilding was uvsed

s}

Powhatan Fethodist Church,

Records from thz irkanszas History Commission show the
nrezent Powhatan ilethodis® Church was estahlished in 1872, the year
thz present btuildins was dDuils, Cn July 12, 18%: John i, Lindsay and
rartha A, Jindszy, his wife; a3a I, Lindszy 211 Sallle ¥, Lindsay daeded
the pregent chvrehr nrowverty for the curm of 10,00 tc Thamp . Stuart,
Trances i, Fayland, 9illizm T, Raiaey, ceary 1. Tickershaw, and Charles
L, Stuart, as Irustees of the iethoadist Sniscoral Church, Soutn.

CoYonel CGeorr 2 rhorashurzh, one of *thzs greatest lavmen
irkansas methodism ever nroduced wzs 5[1"')'?3."‘"..". andent of the lLethodist
Sunday 3chool 2% Powhzizn around 1880, #hile livinz at Powhatan he
nracviced law and was identified with svery nhass of Thurch work,
mAany times b“fViﬂ" in tha zbseace of the nastor to conduet 2 Suneral,
Tolonel Thorasbhurrsh searved in wraminent vositions in the Bateszville
Dlatrich Coqferance and the White 2iver Conferance nmnd 1899 assumed the
hbuginess manatament of the lrkanzas Methodist., Zlisha Theodors
iayland, son of Jonathan Yayland (for whon Jaylasd Serings nsar Imboden,
yrrangs2g, was namad £ollowad 2hnrasburch as Suwerintazndent of the Sundz
qahool and sewvad uazil 1895,

Povhatan I'ethodiat Church served zs the only shurch in
“ovhatan un until the mid-1839's, Ur +£111 <khat time citizeas of 211
withe, "glinners and non-zinnars," atieqded chureh in the sresent
i YA ing, "‘;‘:f—\ _Chureh w2z the fonzl point of *the town, ¥eddinrs, banitisms
~mt o Ianerals coutstandins citisnans of Fowantan were hold in %the chureh
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The church was the scene of many quarterly church conferences. It served
as the setting for the marriages of Clay Sloan and Kitty Matthews and
Ethel Maude Matthews and Ashley G. Saffell. The Methodist Missionary
Society was an active organization of the church and served the town as
well. In 1868 the John P. Morton Company, Louisville, Kentucky, presented
the Powhatan Methodist Church a large, beautifully engraved Bible, which
is still a part of the antique furnishings of the building.

Church members traveled by foot, in wagon, and on horseback to attend
worship services in the Powhatan Methodist Church. A wooden board walk
than ran by the northwest side of the church led many people up to wooden
steps into the chruch building. The wooden steps of the building were
later replaced by cobblestone steps. Two small cloak rooms on each side

of the éntrance foyer served to hang cloaks, shoes and hats. Later these
cloak rooms served as Sunday School classrooms. Two antique bronze
chandeliers held four cil-burning lanterns each that were used to illuminate
the sanctuary until electricity became available. A church bell was
purchased and used to summon the beginning of the worship services. Except
for these later changes the church building appears the same as it 4id

back when it was first constructed.

Barly church members included: B.F. Matthews, Colonel George and Margaret
Thornsburgh, Elisha T. Wavland, E.T. Wayland, F.M. Wayland, Henry T. Wickershaw,
George O. and Mary Jung, Charles A. Stuart, Champ T. Stuart, William and
Luvenia Matthews, J.R. Wells, Tom Cravens, Ashley and Maude Saffell, Buelzh
Matthews, Bessie LeMay, Marjorie Rowsey, William R. Wayland, Clay and Xitty
Sloan, J. W. Martin, William T. Rainey, Mrs. L.B. Poindexter, Luther and Ida
Belle Flippo.

E.T. Wayland, son of Elisha T. Wayland, was appointed Presiding Elder of

the Paragould District in 1928 and was able to pastor and hold church con-
ferences in the church of his childhood at Powhatan. -As the State of Arkansas'
tiethodist Church organization changed, the Methodist Church at Powhatan
changed its title from Methodist Episcopal Church South to the Powhatan

United Methodist Church.

This beautiful old building is located apprbximaﬁely 300 feet from the
Powhatan Courthouse, which is already on the National Register of Historic
Places, 150 feet from the Powhatan Jail House, 300 feet from the Powhatan
Schoel House, which at one time formed the central life of Powhatan, a

once thriving, river town. It continues to serve the town of Powhatan

and Arkansas Methodism with religious services still held in the building.
The church buildéing ctands proud as a reminder of the contribution religion
played in the rural life of Arkansas and is especially worthy of notice.
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74 LOCATION
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