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 NAME 
I 

HISTORIC I 

Powhatar, illethoclist Slzu~ch I ! -- 
AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION Beginning a t  a p i n t  .hi70 deg. +! 40' from SY Corner  of S l o c k  
srRWriHIMsER i j  of ' o r i ~ i n a l  survey of .Town of Powhetan to c inc lude  lot 1 

of >lock 17 o f  survey of Towc of Potv3stan, 1 17, 2 2 '2. 
,HOT FOR PUBLlCATlOH 

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT - . - .  . . 

. Fo;vhEtan . - V~CIHITY OF T h i r d  
STATE CODE n COUNTY CODE 

- - .urks.?sas 0 5  iav~sence  

 CLASSIFICATION 
~ W N E A S F ~ I P  

-PUBUC 

+,PRIVATE 

-80TH 

PUBLIC ACOWtSlflOH 
A N  PROCESS 

,BEING CDNSlDERED 

STATUS 
&OCCLIPIED 

-WNO CCUPiED 

-WORK. IH PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES: RESTRbflEO 

AYES: VhlRESTAtCTED 

,Ma 

PRESENT USE 
4 G R I C U L T U R E  -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL ,PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL ,PPIVATE RESFDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT ~ R E U G ~ O U S  

,GOVERNMENT -SCTENf IFIC 

-1NDU STRIAC -TRANSPORTATIOM 

,MILITARY , -OTHER: - 
 OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME 

?o~::hat;z?_ b-.::o - thodisT Church 
STREET% NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN Fowllztan AT ka 3 C ~ S :  I - VICfNIm OF I 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
i :  

COURTHOUSE. 
REGlSTRY OF DEEDS.ETC I , ? . ! "? r~n~f i  'I~*T-+,V ?fl?lr"th~)l-r S" 
STREET & HUMBER 

CITY. TOWH STATE I 

TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL --STATE -COUNTY ,LOCAL - 
DEPSSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS :I - 
CITY. TOffN STATE 'i 1 



CONDITIQN CHECK ONE CHECK ONE i -  
,UNALTERED L O R t G l N A L  SITE 

XALTERED -MOVED DATE 1 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I 
The Church 3 u i L d i n g  no:4! known as t h e  Po-:~?tatan Ket'!odisf 

Church was built in 1672. St is a one  s t o r y  frans s t r u c t u r ?  w i t h  
a p 5 1 e  roof. T h e  front d o o r  wzy, which is the o n l y  sntrznce to t h e  
h u l l d i a g ,  I s  l o c a t e d  in t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  e a s t  facade and has double 
eoors w i t h  a transom, Two double  hung sash windovs on each siile 
flank'the entrance.  There are two c lozk  rooms, one on e i t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  foyer and two d o o r s  l eadinp from t h e  foyer  t o  the  sanctuary. 
The no r th  and south s i d e s  of the b u i l d i n g  have t h r e e  windows each, 
'The west  s jc le hzs t w o  ~~rinfiows. -ill vrindorvs a re  identicXL to t h o s e  at 
 the e c t r y ,  There f s 2 b r i c k  f lue at t h e  east  vmll o f  t h ~  s a n c t u z r y  
and a stove which is part of  t S e  original f u r n i s h i n g s .  The r o o f  hzs 
s?prouinat~1y 2 s i x t e e n - t x a l v e  ? i t c h  a~.? presen t ly  has c ~ n ? o s i L i o r .  
s h i n g l e s  over t h e  orizinal wooden s h i n z l e s .  ?he e x t e r i o r  IS covered 
w i t h  sim2le woad clanboard hzvi i?s  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  Sosr f1  simple c o r n e r  + : 
bozrds faintly resemblinz p i l a s % e ~ s  and a s i m y l y  noldeq  box c o r n i c e ,  

rhs  stricture r e s t s  09 2 s t o n e  founcl2tion. The conc re te  and 
s t a r e  frog+, stera have ei~l3-t t r e a d s  a d  c?ish$ risers end s t o n e  and 
c~.m.crete r a i l i n g s .  I 

n  he i n t e r i - n r  c o n t n l c s  z flat c ? i l l n z  which h a s  hoo3s to 
i t o l d  'Sronze c h a n d e l i e r s  t3st containc:! f ot!r o i l  burnFn;l: lam?s e a c h ,  
fin of *he chand~liers re~afns znd has Seen  coave r t ed  t o  e l e c t r i p  
i t  The I ~ t ; e r i o r  h a s  sinple arld p l a i n  wood f l o o r s ,  walls, anr! 
ce i l ing ' ,  Thore  is a sirn9le :!olZin5 zrol rnd t h e  i n t e r i o r  h e a d ,  j m S  
2nd s i l l  of t h e  v;ir?dows, The ~ e - m  and a pum? o rga r ,  arr? ?a r t  o f  t t ic  
orisical  f ~ ~ r n i a h i n g s .  

I 
I 
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NAME 
H'smRlc Powhatan ~ethodist Church 

AND/OR COMMON' 
! 

I 

COUrrn  Lawrence STATE Arkansas 

a PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTOCREDIT mb hnn DATE OF PHOTO 1976 I 

AT Arkansas Histof ic Presercration Program 

a IDENTIFICATION 
~ E S C R I B E  VIEW. DIRECTI~PI. ETC. 1F DISTRIGT. GtVE BUILDING UAME & STREET 

view of e a s t  elevation 

PHOTO NO. 

3 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE l NTER lOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

iATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

. . 
ATE ENTERED 

SEE 1 NSTRUCTIOUS 1N HOW TO COMPLETE NATJONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I  ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH a NAME 

HISTORIC Powhatan Methdlst  Church 
1 
I 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWM Powhatan V I C I W T Y  OF mUFlrV Itdurence Arkansas i 

i 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOT~CREOIT Bob Dunn DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

nEGArrvE F ~ L E ~  AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

~ZSCRISEVIEW. DIRECTION. EIC. IF DISTRICT. GWE BUILDING NAME STREET 

v i e w  of nor th  elevation 
PHOTO NO. 
2 
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U N ITED STATES DEPARTMEN J OF THE 1 NTER IOK 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY f 

RECEIVE0 

ATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN NOW TO COMPLRE NATIONAL ~ E G ~ S T E R  FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --/ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME i 
I 
I 
I 

HISTORIC Powhatan Methodist Church 1 
ANDlOR COMMOH t 

LOCATION 
I '  
i 

ccn, TOWN Powhatan V I C I H I ~  OF COUHW Lawrence STATE Arkansas j 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
I 

PHOTO CREDIT Bob m n  DATE OF PHOTO 1976 I 
F 

I 

NEGATIVE lLEo Arkansas Historic Preservation Program [ 

~ E S C R I B E  VIEW.DIRCCTION, ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME L STREET PHOTO NO. 

v i e w  of south e levat ion 
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Andsrso~, Dr. James A , ,  History of Arkansas Methodism, p.  527.  

Arkansas Methodist Conference J o u r n a l s ,  1850- 1913. 

ierson, Walter N., Methodism iq Arkansas, 1816- 1976. 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NCM~NATED PROPERTY less than nne acre 
UTM REFERENCES 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
w J r r  

NORTH1NG 

c w  u 1-1 
WERRAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

L >  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

, . ' STATE . .  CODE ' COUNTY . CODE 

. - ,  

STATE . . COPE COUNTY CODE 

r , FCBM PREPARED BY 
NAME I T171-E 

Ip:rs. l v e l y n  T i i p x ,  C i lz i rh~n  
ORG4NIZATIOPI - DATE 

. Povr:r,atan C o - ~ r t h o u s e  Res5oraS;ion Ccmi ttee C c t o h e r  8 ,  1975 
S W E E T &  hlU.UBER TELEPHONE 

878-5337 
C l p  OR TOWN STATE 

P ~ l . i h ~ t a 2  4 r l c a n s ~ s  

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATlONAL- STATE - LOCAL 

As the destgnated State Historic Presenation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 CPwhlic Law 89-665). 1 

kareby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register 

criteria and procedures ser forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PFlESERVATFON OFFICER SIGNATURE *ne Bart ley 

TITLE 
_LC 

State  Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  





a SIGNIFICANCE 

PEEIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

[ STORIC ARCHEOLUGY-PREHtSTORlC ,COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITEeTURE +LRELIGIOP.I 

-la99 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ,CONSERVATION ,LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 540- 1599 A G R I C U L T U R E  ,ECOP.IOMICS ,LLTERATURE ,SCULPT UAE 

-1600-1639 ARCHITECTURE -EOUCATION -MIUTARY ,SOCIAUHUMANITARIAM 

-1 700-1 799 A R T  ,EIYGlMEERING -MUSIC ,THEATER 

Ll 800 -1  899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATlONlSETf LEMENT ,PHlLOSDPHY ,TRANSPORTATION 

-1 900- ,COMMUNICATIONS JNDUSTRY . ,POClflCS/GOVERNMENT ,OTHER tSPEQFY1 

JNVENflON 

SPECIFIC DATES BUlLDEWARCHlf Em 

STATEMEN J OF SIGNIFICANCE 

- a?gear i i n  t h e  ;<.?en~dist Conference J o : ~ r n a l s  i n  the year 1553. sn "u'nst 
;.car ?olv:rlatan was a prt of - the 2 a e R s o n y r t  3lstrict, I;X*~ZCSZS Z ~ n f ~ r e n c o ,  
t.ci-th 234 nam3ers and  4 .local ?ssTors, ':itllizn 3 .  70s-r tu23 (.he assiscad 
castoy. I n  1559 t h e  c h ~ ~ r c h e s  w%re  rearranzed o:~ t h e  ?ov;hnt?~ Circuit 
f o r  t h e y  resor- ted  151 n e ~ 3 ? r z ~  99 "?ro32t!orers, " a n t  13 " C O ~ O S C ~ ' '  

3 m F o r s  (3s -  -they were cal led.  ) Pron 1860 to 1544 Fo1#:3zfan wzs serve2 - - 
h ~ :  ?~S",I-3  7.3, I hacge r ,  IT. I!!. C17*yton, Eases 2. ? - o r r i s ,  923 : : i l l i , ry ;~  
4. F o s t e r .  R z c o r d s  show Cowhatm znr! Pocaho~tzs S t s t i o p ,  EH 19?1 l.qith 31 
ssnSnrs an? T ,  3 ~ b i n s o n  s~ p ~ z t o r .  Trac?Tfioz hzs  it t R a %  t h e  c h ~ r c h  
n e n b e r s  rc.2-h in -:?o:shi? se rv iczz  do-tir~ o n  the r i v e r  f r a n f  ( 3 L ~ c k  ?Iver). ?lo 
r?co-r.ls c=.n SF! Pound z s  to ~ h z t ;  t ; s e  of S l ~ l l d i n -  these :&rorship s e r v i c e s  

( ? r e  h l . 2  in. As ~ 3 s  t h e  c u s t o z  i n  i k e  e a r l y  Czys to b u i l d . .  a l o 5  b ~ r i l d i n g  
~ n t  v*?,5 11.sed for c h ~ r r s ? ~  2nd srhool ;  t h s n  n ~ r 3 a p s  z l o z  hui l r ' . inz  ~:rzs u s e d  1 . . -. 

f oT 5hz 2s-12 Forvhatsn Xs t h ~ 5 i s :  Ckurch. 

. 7  - ,3ocor.-?s f r o ?  t h e  i r k a ? . ~ ? ~  . ~ . ~ s t o r : :  Conrr.isslorr sl?oyav ';he 
2ressfi-t; Pow'r.a';.~n I,'e"co4 is$ Chlnrch :.-as est,aS3.<s3?.3 in 1372, t h e  y e a r  
Zhs  ? r e s e c t  bir i!,dinz w:~.s j u i l ' ; .  C 1 1 ,  1571?., .Jr?l?rr_ A .  T,.j.m?s~y 2-nd 

i 
I 

- .  1 - -  ' 9  . , , - ?  *I I his *y:IFe ; .:: 3a : , ~ l ? l : ~ . ? - % -  21-2 S?L7,:.e - :  , L j - f i d s ~ y  35prl35 
- 

t h n  p r e s e n t  ch i~ r z : ?  ?~opsr?;.* f o r  tlnn :--IF of ;lr?,03 tc Z~?.T? P. 2t1!srt, - 
I 

7 '  7 - .r  - - 
C ?  s 1.: 1 ,  . . 3 .  T i  . ; 3. c xersl?zvr, 2nd Ckaylss  

,- .!. , 5 t l~ar t ,  as  ? ? ~ ~ t e e s  of t h e  i.;etl?>? :st L ? l s c o r a l  ,ki~rch,  S O U ? ' ~ ,  

n dolonel,  Geor:? P:?orns5trr~:?, one cf - 5 2  ~ ~ z t e s t  l a ~ q ~ r !  - 
.;-lr.an?zs Xet;hojSie.7! t?ver ?ri)c?i:cei? :F.S S ~ ? ~ , r i ? t % f l 3 ; 3 f l  o f  t i le  fh:et5rld i ~ t  

;,I. - . * - 51,rnrllay School  -.f I;~v?:-t%ta?. ayounlr! ?.59r) . ,r,.-??.l-~ II-.~:E: 2% ;-,~IY!I?-??T 3~ 
??.*nL: ti cod 1.z~; zr.'! IVZS irjc"c+;lf i 2 d  twl.53 ? v e r y  ~ 3 3 5 3  of 'Zhurc:? i?;c~-k~ 
-?ry -ti!?es serving i n  t52 2%sence of t h s  ??sto? t o  c a z d i ~ c t  7 3.2~rq.1, 
Zfil-?neT ?hor:;sSy:rzh S P ~ V P ~  .!.c y o -  i ??nT cositiors j.q t h e  S7.tesvi.ll.e 
Y!5.stric?; S~?_'ersnc?  an? S'Fp X3i te  ;?!'.v+r Cq..tf~re?.ce +.ic! 1999 a ~ ~ i i : ~ ~ r !  t'r.2 
b?xs i r e s s  ?wz?*;mnnS of tl?e .?r k 2 r l z 9  3 I';:r?f;hod !,st, .Liz32 *?hegfioTe 
Cnyl -.nd, so2 of Jonst'nz: !'!~y!.~-1.? ( f or vrhop.! '.:.?_yl??r! E;gs?-n~s no a r  Im:mr?eil, 
I l.rrxses, :r:s T ? Z T E ~  1 , f 0!.7,01:r~c? 1hn??sb~r::? il E S:?.?e:?j. rr t2-74 e z t  o f  t he  Ss-~?Ciq- 
::;#:>pol sn3 ca-vec? u n 5 i l  1935. 

7. ! .--n1*?'?r,t2n !a:? t ho4  i? .2: CI..~;rc.h. s e r v ~ c l  23 t h e  o n l y  T~L:???:? !-3 
':1-:;33t,z2 117 ::i?*s:.l. tf70 r? i .d - lS39  ' c , I!:* t i l l  .L;?:.?. t t 3 - T P  r.i-tS.zq~s nf 23.1 

L 

i 
( -:: t>y, j.731r': 829 p C q - T i c ~ e r ~ ,  It ~ i ~ . ~ ? + t \ d  1 1  L ~ I G  2 r e s e f i t  i 

, ! - I  -; 1 ,j i -n : r .  S;?.!~rch ?:-a f ~ ~ z l ,  i z t  017 2:"i.c $5*.7:1, ::,'qsC j .3 ,-- ". . ,. _,., , bzntf.sr;7, t . * 
---#!'! r .  - -j :az O I J ~ S  tzr-;: in- . . cl.<~+-:n cT'-  ~ t *  ??:-/?.?.>??,-- hp.>-*? j , ~  t ! : r ?  ~ ~ l i ; ~ ~ ~ ,  , i 
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DATE ENTERED 

CWNTl MUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1 I 
The church was the scene of many quarterly church conferences. It served 
as the s e t t i n g  for the marriages of Clay Sloan and K i t t y  Matthews and 
Ethel Maude Matthews and Ashley G. Saffell .  The Methcdis t  Missionary 
Society was an active organization of the church and served t h e  town as 
well. In 1868 the John P. Morton Company, Louisville, Kentucky, presented 
the  Powhatan Hethodist Church a large, beautifully engraved Bible, which 
is s t i l l  a part of the  antique furnishings aZ the building. 

Church members traveled by foot, in wagon, and on horseback to attend 
worship services in the  Powhatan Methodist  Church. A -den board walk 
than ran by the northwest s ide ,of  the church led many people up to wooden 
steps into the chruch building. The woaden steps of t h e  building were 
latex replaced by cobblestone steps. Two small cloak rooms on each side 
of the entrance foyer served to hang cloaks, shoes and hats. Later these i 
cloak x m s  sexved as Sunday School classrooms. Two antique bronze I 
chandeliers held four oil-burning lanterns each that w e r e  used to illuminate 
the sanctuary until electricity became available.  A church bell was 

I 
' T 

purchased and used to summon the beginning of the worship services. Except 
for these later changes the church b u i l d i n g  appears the same as it did 
back when it was first constructed. 

Early church mem5ers included: B . F .  Matthews, Colonel George and Maxgaret 
Tharnsburgh, El i sha  T. Wayland, E.T. Wayland, F.M. Wayland, Henry T. Wickershaw, 
George 0. and Mary Jung, Charles A. Stuart ,  Champ T. Stuart, W i l l i a m  and 
Luvenia Matthews, J . R .  Wells, Torn Cravens, Ashley and Maude Saf fe l l ,  Buelah 
Matthews. Bessie =May, ~arjoiie Rowsey, William R. Wayland, Clay and X i t t y  
Sloan, J. W. Martin, William T. Rainey, Mrs. L.B. Poindextex, Luther and Ida 
B e l l e  El ippo .  

E.T. Wayland, son of Elisha T. Wayland, was appointed ~residlng Elder o f  
the Paragould D i s t r i c t  in 1928 and was able to pastor and hold church con- 
ferences in the church of  his childhood at Powhatan. Bs the Sta te  of M a n s a s '  
Nethodist Church organization changed, the Methodist Church at Powhatan 
changed its title from Methodist Episcopal Chuxch South to t h e  Powhatan 
Urrited Methodist Church. 

This beautiful  old building is located approximately 300 feet from t h e  
Powhatan Courthouse, which is already on t h e  National Register of Historic 
Places,  150 feet from the Powhatan Jail House, 300 feet from the Powhatan 
School House, which at one time farmed the central life of Powhatan, a 
once thriv ing,  river tom. It continues to serve the  town of Powhatan 
and Arkansas Methodism with ke l ig ious  services s t i l l  held in the building. 
The church builEing s t anEs  prcl~E as a rerrineer of t h e  contribution religion 
played in tho rural life of Arkansas and is especially worthy of not ice ;  
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g NAME I 
HISTORfC Powhat an Methodi st Church ! 

; 

ANDfOR COMM'ON 1 

E 
LOCATION 
am- Town Powhatan Y I C ~ H + T Y  OF COUNTY Lawrence STATE Arkansas I 

t 

PHOTO REFERENCE 
' L. 1 

PkIOTQ CREDIT ~~b m ~ n  DATE OF PHOTO 1976 

AT Arkansas Historic Preservation Program I 

1 

I Fa -. IDENTIFICATION I 

~ E S C R I B E  VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUltDlNG NAME L STREET 
I 

PHOTO NO. 

view of west elevat ion 4 E 
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