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1. Name of Promrhr 
historic name F i c k l i n  - Irnwen House 
other narnedslte number Powha tan House 

2. Location 
street 8 number N.E. corner of Third and Main Streets L]l not for publication N/X 
clty, town Pohqtan v ~ c ~ n ~ t y  h'/A 
state *as code county Jawrp~ce code AR 075 zip code 77458 

3. ClassHkatlon 
Ownershtp of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
a pnvate [Il_j building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 

publ~c-local C district 1 buildings 
0 public-State C sine sites 

public-Federal structure strucl~ms 
object objects 

1 - Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic Resources of Powhatan, dR 

Number of contributing rmurces previously 
listed in the National Register 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certifl~atlon 
- 

As the designated authority under the  National Historic Presewatidn Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination r] request for deterrninaion of eligibility meets the docurnenratlon standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic - Places and - meets the procedural and professional requirements - set fokth in 36 GFR Part MI. 
meet the National Register criteria. U See m*nuetion sheet. 

F* P? -m 
Oate 

Arkansas Ibst4ric Preservation Proaram 
Slate w Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the prop93  meets n d o e s  not meel the National Register criteria. =See cwlnuatim sheet. 

I Signature of commenting or Other officid Date I 
I state or Fsderal aoeney and bureau I 

5. National Park Servlce Cefiificalion 
I, hereby. certify that this propedy IS: 

mentered - in the National Register. 
U See continuation sheet. 
derermlned eligibfe for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 
determined no1 eligible tor the 
National Aeglster. 

removed fram the Natibnal Register. 
fl other, (explain:) - 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Acflm 



6. Functlon or Uw 
Hislorkc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 
Domestic - simle dwell in^ Gacm~Jnot in use 

Architectural Classlflcatlon 
{enter categories from instructlons) 

Other : Midland tradition folk house 

Materials (en1 er categories from inst ructions) 

foundation Stone : Li w o w  
walls 

other 

-. - 

DesMlba and histwlc physical appearance. 
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HCKLINhMIIODBN HOUSE 
Description 

SLI-UWY. The Ficklin/Imboden house is a simple log house construcwd in she Midland building &adition 11 
srands on the property owned osiginaIly by one of Powhatan's earlies1 citizens, Andrew H. Imbden, and his 
spouse. Lusinds E. Ficklin. Er is composed of two single-pen buildings in an L-shape. rypial of the buildings 
of the earliest serklers in Lawrence Coun~y. The FicklinlJmbdcn House stands on the easc haif of Lots S and 6 
of Block 4 in the toum oEPowhawn. 

EuBo~~noh', The FicklinJIrnboden House in Powhatan js a single-pen log house with a one- and one-half- 
story (sleeping loft) plan. A later addiuon to h e  house, a one-wry, single-pen L m m .  was constructed at the 
rear of b e  main house and is thought to have been used as a detached kiwhen. The house and the kitchen are 
constructed of cypress logs hewn square and joined by half-dovetailed notches a1 he corners. Broad-axe 
markings m obvious on all l ~ g  surfaces of rhc building, interior and exterior, and logs are chinked wilh 
limestone and mortar. The Zoundarions of b h  rooms are fieldsmne, with massive cypress faundalion logs 
spanning the piers, The gable roof of rhe main house was originally w d  shingle and is deterioraling, although 
rhc mf has bcen replaced within the past 50 years. 

The fmm facade of the house was emkllished with a dropped shed-roof porch possibly as early as the 
1920s (fmm phorogwphic evidence), bu lhis addition has nor significantly altered the building's original 
character. In fact, the dropped shed porch is quire in character with Tidewater South houses, which 
convibuted stylinically to the Midand mdiaion. Mrindowson the front (south) facade were also later addidons, 
having a four-over-four pane mangement, double-hung symmetrically on either side of rhe fmnt door. 

The east devation of the main room has no a p e m s .  One photograph From rhe 1960s suggests a small 
window once exisled in the sleeping loft; hwever ,  1933 photographic evidence does not reveal this apertlrre 
and, in fact, clearly shows a verucal rmf member which extends from rhe ridge of the gable to the frix 
horizontal wall member. 

The nonh eIevation has one doorway, leading 10 the detachad Idtchen and is devoid of otha apertures. 

The house was sheathed with cypress siding on the west elevation, wound the exteriorend chimney, 
which in combination with ce& interior featues could mean a Later msmction date. unless the siding was 
simply an improvement la the wiginal stacked-log wall, The exmior-end chimney has deteriorated bur many 
of h e  fieldstones still hold !he original form of Ihe fmplace, It is f a d  kha~ the 
stone chimney, weakened by neglect, will fall into the building, potentially demolishing the smcture, 

The interior of the house reveals a primitive wooden fueplace made. It has miter-joint comers md is 
fashioned from w d ,  stained black. The enclosed stair in the northwest comer of he main room, whch lmds 
to the sIe~ping l o f ~ ,  is very m w  and unstable. Some of the staiss, which rise as steeply as eight inches and 
rn only six inches wide. have fallen in. Undoubtedly a crude wooden ladder once led ta h e  sleeping loft, 
since a corner smir of this descrjption is typically an indication of improvement. 
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The sleeping bft reveals the mf, which was replaced somenme during the past 50 years. The floor and 
walls of the loft reveal rhe massive (some 18") stacked cypress rimbers, but most of the chinking has fallen out. 

Though the original plan of the log house was single-pen, ir was hrer improved, as many mly log houses 
were, to include a roof aver the origind open space between the main house and the larchen, creating a house 
type o f ~ n  mistaken as a "dogrror." I 

This gabled connecting roof was e x m r  until the 19&, and screening was used rcr enclose h e  space 
between the I~ouse and he kitchen {from phom~raphic evidence). However, a later photograph proves b r  this 
area was not covered or enclosed in 1973. 

The fIwr klween h e  main house and the ell-rwm has completely deteriorated. The cypress logs thal 
spanned the piers have r o r d  and the lutch~n's physical inregrity is in jmpardy. The detached kitchen has one 
window on h e  east eleva~ion and a door on the soulh elevation. 
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FI~IN/IPfBODEN HOUSE 
Significance 

SlMARY. B e  Ficklin/hboden House i s  n d n a t e d  for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places with loca l  significance under Criterion A for its association with the 
earliest settlers of the town of Powha tan and Lawrence County, the second county formed in 
Arkansas Territory. It is also nominated under Criterion C for  its local significance as 
a quin tessen t i a l  extant architectural resource of a particular building style. 

E W R A T I O N .  The earliest surviving building i n  %whatan i s  a log house that  dates to c .  
1850. No abstracts and deeds have been discovered t o  date the cabin exactly. 

The Powhatan Midland house is significant because it is the only extant example of 
residential architecture in Powhatan i t s e l f .  It is one of the  last remnants of what was 
once the busiest part of town in one of the most  important trading ports and county sears 
In nor theasc Arkansas. 1 t s  hewn-log construction with ha l fdove  ta i led  notches joining the 

- -  logs at the corners is a rare resource that  is fast disappearing in this region, The 
detached kitchen L-room behind the main single-pen Living area is also a rare form. 

This house is also significant fo r  che craftsmanship obvious in its construction. It is a 
rare example of northern and central European building techniques as described earlier. 

Further elaboration of the significance of the F i c k l i n l h M e n  House is contained in Past 
E, Historic Contexts 1 and 3. 
















