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1. Name of Proptrty 
hlstorlc name Judge Jefferson Thorrras Cowling House 
other nameslsits number 

2. Locallon 
street % number 61 1 k'illow Street not Iw publicat ion h'/A 
city, town .Ashdown IJ vrcinity K J X  
stare Arkansas code AR cwnty Little Fiver code AR 081. zip code 91622 

3. Classiflc~lon 
Qwnershhp of Propeq Category of Property Number of Rmurcss within Property 

private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
pubttc-local district 1 buildings 
public-State [7 site sites 
public-Federal structure structures 

object objects 
I Tot at 

Name of relatgd multiple property listing: N u n b r  of contributing resources previously 
listed In the National Register 

lncy Certification 

Signature ol commenting or Other omeial Date I 

As the designated authority under the NaZlonal Historic P r e s e ~ r i o n  Act of 19M. as amended, I hereby cenify that this 
nomination 1 r6quest lor deremination of eligibility meets the documentadran standards for reglstsrsng propeniss in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pan 6Q. 
mest Ihe National Register criteria. /See continuation sheet. 

Date 

Stare or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property Dmeeff d m  mot meet the National R~egisFer criterla. n ~ e a  continuation sheet. 

5. National Park Servlce CertEflcatIon 
I, hereby, ceRrfy that this propeq IS' 

mentered in the National Register, 
see cnntrnua'tion sheet. 

determined eligible lor the Natlonal 
Register. 3 See continuation shw.  

ndetermfned not eligible for the 
Natvonal Regzstor. 
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removed tram the National Register. 
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identical dimensions. The porch is supported on pairs of w d  colvmns supported on 
brick piers and a brick foundation. me roof is covered w i t h  asphalt shingles and a 
single rectangular chimney protrudes from the western end of the ridge. The walls are 
sheathed in novelty siding with simple door, window and comer trim, and a simple lmx 
cornice ornaments the overhanging eaves. The pediments are likewise decorated with 
simple box moldings and th in  friezeboards. me foundation f s brick, and is penetrated 
only by small rectangular vents placed beneath the sills. 

me interior retains virtually all of its elegant, simple wood deta i l .  Of particular 
note are the w o d  screen supported on columns that  provides an entry t o  the panelled 
kindow seat in the turret; the panelled newel posts, caned bannister, underside panel- 
l ing  and storage doors that decorate the s tait'cmy; and the carved baseboards that 
extend throughout the house. 

There have k no significant a1 teratiom t o  the structure. 



- 

6. Function or USE? 
Historic Funelions (enter categories from instructions) Current Function$ (enre7 categories from Instructions) 

7. Deserlptlan 
Architectural Classifwtion Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter calegories trom instructions) 

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals ,*its wocdlweatherbard 

asphalt 
other porch: d / b r i c k  

Dmribe present and historic physical appearance, 

The Judge Cowling House is a distinctive local example of the style of architecture that 
has come t o  be known as Transitional. Its asymeCrica1, interpenetrating massing and 
conical corner turret recall the Queen Anne style, while its  pedimented bays and cf ass- 
ical porch c e l m s  herald the Colonial Revival style that  first appeared in the United 
States after the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876, and which acquired increas- 
ing popularity thereafter. It remains an attractive, intact and visible vernacular 
example of the dissemination and subsequent synthesis of popular architectural styles as 
interpreted by local builders and craftsmen. 

Elaboration 

The Judge J. T. Cowling Rouse is a two-and-one-half story, wood frame transitional style 
residence. Its hipped roof wTth a ridge covers a main structure of essentially rec- 
tangular plan, though the eastem or front elevation features a single story projecting 
porch, with conical corner roof and f inid,  that wraps around to the smthern elevation, 
a round two-story comer turret behind, also hdch a conical roof, and a projecting 
polygonal bay to the north, topped with a p h e n t .  The sound bay is fenestrated with 
three one-over-one k v d  sash windows  on each floor. A single one-over-one window is 
offset abve the entrance, which is decorated wlth a door lighted with a single oval 
pane, an ornamental leaded transom, and simple, single-gane sidelights surmounted with 
rectangular, leaded lights that match the transan in ktween. The northern pedimented 
bay has a single, central louvered vent in the pedinrent below which are t h e e  one-over- 
one sash windows on each of the two floors, those of the central bay being wider than 
the others, which are identical. The northern elevation features a two-story pedirnented 
bay centrally-placed between two bays, each of which are fenestrated with a single one- 
over-one sash window on each f loor .  The projecting bay itself has only a single central 
vent in the pediment and a single pair of grouped windows an each f loor  belaw. The 
western or rear elevation has a two-story projecting porch placed flush with the 
northern d l ,  with a single bay of the main structure t o  the south. The porch is open 
on the entire second story, a d  closed Iln on the northern third of the first story, open 
in the middle and latticed on the southern third, The southern.bay has a single one- 
over-one sash window on each story, The southern elevation has a pair of grouped one- 
over-one sash windows on each floor in the western bay, and single me-over-one sash 
widows to the east. Above the corner p r c h  is a t h i n  one-over-one sash window, and a 
larger one-over-one sash window next to the corner turret. Beneath the porch roof, and 
directly helm the latter s e c d  story window, is a one-oves-one sash WMOF of 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Slgnlflcance 
Certifying oflfcral has consrdered the signifiicance of this properly in relation to other pro~efiies: 

Applicable National Register Criteria A m c  [ 3 ~  

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Ik B C D E F G 

Amas d Signilicancs (enter ategwies from instructions) Period of Significance Slgnifieant Dates 
Architecture 1910-1917 
l a w  
Polit ics lGovernnen t 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
Judge Jefferson Thomas cowl in^ M r .  Westbrook 

State significance of propmy. and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abve. 

The Judge Jefferson Thornas Cowl ing  House dates from the p e r i d  of Judge Cowling's 
greatest activity both in the town of &Mown and in Little River County, where he was a 
prominent jurist, a dedicated church leader at both the loca l  and state levels,  and a 
successful and influential businessman. He built this house t o  accmodate  the frequent 
guests he received as a r e d t  of b s  various activities and in response to the rapid 
growth that was taking place in Ashdown in the years around 1910. It remains the finest 
example of Transitional-style architecture in A s h d m  and reflects the prsonal and 
public ambitions of its owner though the use of this popular style. 

Elaboration 

The Judge Jefferson Thms Cowling House is the second house in Ashdown in which the 
Judge and his family l ived,  the first being a small wood frame house located at the 
opposite corner of the same block, on the corner of Oak and Fulton Streets. Be 
constructed his new hme it became evident that he needed a larger structure t o  
accomnodate his obligations as a civic and church leader who received naarr). out-of-town 
guests, business associates, etc.  J. T. Cmfljng was born in 1862 into hmble beginnings 
ifi Mineral Springs, a small town in adjacent H m r d  County, and hias raised in Brokmstown, 
in Sevier County. He later earned enough money farming to pay his tuition through 
college a t  Bowling Green, Kentucky, and the PeaWy Noml  School in Nashville, Tennessee 
from which he graduated. He returned to Arkansas to work as a teacher and school super- 
intendent and was admiltted to the Arkansas bas in 1895. In the same year he began what 
would become a flwrishmg law business in nearby R i b n d .  

It was in 1897, that C o w l i n g "  career began to gain wider local jmportance, as it was in 
that year that he was elected Sargeant-Of-Arms of the State House of Representatives; in 
1900, he was elected to the legislature itself. His law practice continued t o  prosper 
until, in 1910, he gave up his practice to serve as a judge of the Ninth Judicial C i r -  
cuit. In  this capacity he became well-known locally for  h i s  sagacious advice and "mral 
uprightness. " 

!he continualion sheet 
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In the meantime, Judge Cowling had been elected Vice-President of the Baptist State Con- 
vetion. He had been active locally in the Baptist Church since early in l i fe  and had 
a lso  become a m e m k  of the State fission Board. He and his wife frequently "took in"" 
missionaries who passed through Ashdown, a practice which is cited as one of the seasons 
for the building of a larger home. 

Judge Cowling also served on the h d s  of several local bushesses and civic groups, 
including the Little River County Emk and the Hme Protective Association Insurance 
Company. Local newspapers of the period tout h s  business acumen and cite his success- 
f u l  experiences in his o m  financial endeavors. He died on Septerriber 14, 1917, at f i f ty-  
five years of age, while he was serving his second term as judge on the 9th Circui t .  

J. T. Cowling was one of the earliest settlers of the town of Ashdown an open and 
relatively unsettled area known as "Turkey FlatsV"rior t o  the junction created in 1888 
by the construction of the Texarkana-Fort Smith (Kansas City Southern) Railroad which 
intersected the old Peytonville-Richmond road. Through his various activities and pro- 
fessional interests, he contributed significantly t o  guiding the stable and prosperous 

I grwth of Ashdon. 

Ashdm began with the laying of the railroad, but its settlement proceeded only 
gradually until, the first decade of the twn t i e th  century. In 1901, the population was 
400, but was 1500 by 1910. Undaubtedly, this d e v e l o p n t  and expansion of Ashdown, 
coupled with Judge Cowling's extensive activities and commitments, resulted in the 
handsom new how he bui l t  in 1910. No drmcings survive, but it is known that a Mr. 
Westbrook b u i l t  it. Its  synthesis af the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles reveals 
an exposure to current styles unusual for local  builders in rural Arkansas, and indicates 
also an exceptional fac i l i ty  with the composition and integration of components as 
traditionally disparate as the vernacular English Medieval (from which came the Queen 
Anne) and the Neoclassical. 

The house remains virtually intact, d i ts  f ew alterations are due more to decay than 
re-desim . 



9. Major Blbllographical References 

Arkansas Bar Asstxiation Proceedings, 1918, 21st Meeting, pp. 120-121. 

Arkansas Gazette, Jan- 19, 1897, pg. 2, c o l m  5 .  

Beasley, William, Litt le  River C~mty, (Little River County Historical Society , 1975). 
Deed Records. Little River County Courthouse, Ashdown, Arkansas. 
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designated a National H~storic Landmark 
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Survey R 
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Primary location of additional data: 
state historic preserration off ice 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Lmal government 
University 
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Spectfy repository: 

10. Geogrsphical Data 
Acreage of prom- than one 

UTM References 
A I I r 5 I  1319151316131 13r712t6!9~2~0] 

Zone Eastlng Northing 
e w  

Zone 
1 I 1 I 1 I  

Easting 
u Northing 

See continuation sheet 

VerbaE Boundary Description 

Lots one (1) and two (2), block seventeen (17), of the Malo). Waddell Addition t o  t he  
tokin of h h d o ~ m ,  Little River County. 

[ ~ S M  conthuatbn sheet 

Boundary JustH~cation 

These lots h c l d e  d l  ~e property historically included w i t h  this resource. 
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