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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE I 

- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pioneer Farm House is lwated on the main street of Allaene , Arkansas. It is 
I 

&e of hand hewn logs, and covered with hand riven cypress shingles which replaced 
t h e  orig5nal ones. 

3ke house is thirty-three feet  wide, and fifty-three feet long. It has a hallway 
or "dog trot" down the center af it. On one side is t he  living room, and Xtchen, 
while on the  other side is the  bed room, and "shed" room which was made by enclosing 
one en& of the porch in 1973. 

, The e igh t  f o o t  wide f ront  porch extends across the  entire building. I 
The l o t  on which the house stands was donal;ed t o  the Estorical. Society by Mrs. 
Thelma Sikes. Vacank lots flank each side of the building. The fireplace 5n the 
living-room though n o t  original. 5s cosstructed?of hand made brick, some of which 
had! dog t racks  in them. There are other minor changes but they do not alter t h e  
basic construct%on or appearance of the building. 
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STATEMENT OF S1GNIFlCANCE 1: 
Tne "Pioneer Farm Eouse" was b d l t  about 1895 by M r .  J.D. Abney. It is made of hand I !  

;; 
hem logs and is typ ica l  of farm houses of that era. The f m t t h a t  it is of log 
construction with appropriate fumshings make it a valuable means of preserving early ! 

ii 
Arkansas history.  . . I 

*.4 i d  

Mr.  Wtll R e e d  bought t h e  house in 1902 and lived there pleariy f i f t y  yea rs .  Later Dr , 
Da Smith purchased it, and donated it to'the Little River County Historical S~ciety. 
For safety reasons it was moved about one m i l e  from i t s  origLnal location to t he  present 
site. 

Most of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and artifacts were used in this v i c i n i t y  and were given to the I 

Historical  Society for display in t h e  pioneer house. Sme things in the l i v i n g  roorn me I' 

a one bunbed year old Seth Tha~as Clock, .an Organ which st911 plays, and antique ! ,  

"cirner, a Kerosene L a p ,  an Unabridged Dictionary published in 1875~ and an original i j  
m e  Back" Speller. Also, the  desk which in 1867 housed all the records of the county ' * 1 . a An the f i r s t  court house of the area. Also, the key to the first Jail is here. Bath 

desk artd key were owned by William Madison Freeman who served as Sheriff in 1867 - 68. 
* : 

There are other interesting things, but these are the most outstanding, [ 1 
Across t h e  haJlway in the bedroom is a "feather bed" made of goose feathers, a woolen 
bed spread m a d e  by Mrs. George Wright who sheared the sheep, dyed t he  wool, spun t h e  

. I 
j 1 

t h r e a d  and wove it into a beautiful design. Also, a r e a l  treasure is a hand made loom, 
s p i n n i x  wheel and reel a l l  m a d e  before the C i v i l  W a r .  O f  course, there is the bowl and 1 I 
pitcher,  home made chairs, tables,  etc.,  etc. 

In the kitchen i s  a f a r  "eye" iron cook stove, with i ron  cook vessels, a woden churn, 
large wooden meal and f l o w  bin m a d e  before t h e  Civil War, hand mafie mixing bm3, home 

a broon nade of home grown broom corn, and o r i g i n a l  "Pye" safe, end so on and on. 
M e  dining table and puncheon bench (not o r i g ~ n a l )  , "scouring" block m a d e  of corn shucks, 

I 
In the "shedt1 room are such interesting things as e. "turtle t o o t h l ~ r o o s  s t  saw over ' 1 
m e  hundred years old, ox bow, grist mill, a cotton sack, cotton b a s k t  woven of oak 

or cage f i r s t  used here in 1893. 
, i splints, a steel yazd (scales) for weighing cotton, and t h e  or ig ina l  post off ice hindow A 

; i 
These is n m  being constructed a shop b u i l d k g  on the  grounds, about t h i r t y  f e e t  ITo~t'n 
of the  house. It will house many antique famt implements on handl,.including horse drawn 
hay equipment, a scythe, fam wagon, black smith eqnjpment, etc. i - 
This p~lo3ec-k has been of much interest in this area and many visitors come to see Tt 
.' qluaing History Classes. 



Form No. 10-30Oa 1 
(Hcv. 10-741 ! 

t 
U5ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR ; 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL, REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATTOM FORM 

CONTf NUATION SHEET ITEM NUM8ER R PAGE 1 

s 
The building itself is a magnificently presexved two-room "dog-trot" cabin constructed , 

I 
of squared logs- Both the exterior l o g  walls and the interior plank walls are 
o r i g i n a l  and remain in excel lent  condit ion.  The plank floors found in the cabin t 
proper are also original. 

In order to r e t u r n  t h e  house to its initial appearance, portions of the Will Reed 
i 
! 
I 

House have been au then t ica l ly  remodelled. Hand riven cypress shingles have replaced 
the buildings deteriorated original shingles. Much of the eight foot wide f r o n t  ! 

porch that extends across the front of t h e  building is a reconstruct ion rather than j 
original. And, f i n a l l y ,  portions af the rear porch have been enclosed to provide i 
shed space for exhibit  displays and maintenance supply starage. Most of the modern 
work on the bui ld ing  was md.e so thzt the weathered, deteriorated por t ions  of the 
building (porch, roof, etc.) would n o t  visually detract from the soundness and ! 

a u t h e n t i c i t y  of the unaltered, original core of the  structure. 

1 
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ARKANSAS MlSTORfC 

PRESEFiYhTlOPF PROGRAM 
Suite 500, Continental Suitding. Main and Markham 

August 11, 1977 tittle '"mk, Arkansas 72201 Tt!~phone: (501) 371-2763 

T - .  
i 4 . s .  

t . r . ,  
k.- ,, - ' 

filrs. Odessa Smith 
Eox 6 
Alleene, Arkansas 71820 

Re: Pioneer Farm House 
Uleene ,  L i t t l e  River C o u n t y  

b a r  Mrs. smith: 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Presertration Program is preparing a National 
R e q - i s k e r  nnmi,?ation f o r  t he  P ionee r  ram Rouse which w i l l  be presented to the 
Ar!<ansas State  R e v i e w  C o d t t e e  at thnir Sqteder  meeting. If a2sroved the 
noxination w i l l ,  be submitted to the National. Register office in Washington for 
f i n a l  considexati-on. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a l i s t i n g  of historic sites, bui ldings ,  
objects and districts £ram a l l  across the country tha t  are worthy of preservation, 
Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a pr ivate  
otrner. It does, howsver, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation f r o m  federal ly  funded, assistea or licensed projects that 
might affect a National RegFster property. 

On October 4,  1976, t h e  Pres ident  sicjned a Tax Refom A c t  of which Section 2124 
refers to t a x  incen t ives  f o r  historic proprt ies ,  Enclosed you w i l l .  f i n d  an 
infornation sheet on that  t a x  act, 

If you have any questions concerning the program or t h i s  property's nomination 
please contact Mike Shinn of our steff .  

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please com;?lete t he  form S?loTd, siqn 
and retuxn t h e  original to our ~ f f i c e .  Ths copy is for  your files. Ke would 
ap7reciate receiving any cements you might have concerning the nonCnation of 
t h i s  propzrty . If we do not henr f r o m  you w i t h i n  30 days your qpproval w i l l  
5% ass L - s ~ .  

. Sincerely, 
L 

Barbara W O O & ~ ~ ,  Deputy 'Director 
Arkansas  Historic Preservation PrograI3 

1 approve of t h e  nominat ion of the a b v e  property / . -- 
to t h c  National R e y i s t e r  of Historic Places. Ye s No 
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