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I. Name . - 
hlstor~c St. Anthony's Catholic Church -- - 
and.or common 

code 95 county Loqzn code 033 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership - dlstriet public 
A buildlng(s) private 
- structure - both 
., site Public Aoqulrition --- object - in process 

MCng consldsmd 
N/ A 

Status 
L occupied 
- unoceupiud 
- work in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
- yes: unrastricted 
- no 

Present U# 
- agrlcultrrm - museum 
- cammercisr - park 
- educational - prfvate residence 
- entertainment religious 
- government - sclentlic 
- industrial - transportstlon 
m i l i t a r y  - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name S t .  Anthcnn Farish 
.- 

strmt&numbw C/C R ~ v .  l.lilrtld Eeirnzn,O.S.S., F.O. Box 518 

crtr, town Ratc? f ff  - state Arkansas 

:ation of Legal U 

coudhouse, registry. 08 dssdr, stc. Logan County Courthouse 

-t & number C o ~ r ~ s q u a ~  
- 

Paris state Arkansas 

6. ~e~resentation in Existinq Surveys 

me b/A has lhis property bacm dctwrnlned allglbta? - y n  - no - 

- .- ~ t a  W e r J  - state - cwdy  - 1-1 - 
a4posRory lor suwey rscords 



Condition Check on8 Check one 
- exctllbnt - deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 

good - ruins & altered - moved date - -- 
lair . unexposed 

D e s e d k  t)n prmsenr a d  arlginol (if known) physical appearanon 

SUMMARY 

St. Anthony's Church, s i  tcrated on a hill ,  overlooks the- small r a i  1 road town of Ratc l  i ff 
i n  wst Logan County i n  the upper Arkansas River Val 1 ey i n  west Arkansas. The church's 
otherwise rectangular p l  an is d i s  t i ngu i  shed by its imposing be1 1 tower and i t s  apse. The 
church a1 so exh ib i ts  s imple  classical elements on its cornice, door and window cornices 
and corner board t r i m .  The frame structure, sided w i t h  weatherboard, i s  covered by a 
gable roof and rests on a continuous n a t i v e  stone foundation. 

ELABORATION 

The church" facade (south) features the be1 1 tower and main entrance. The b e l l  tower's 
pyramid t i n  roof, sumounted by a cross, i s  accented by steep pitched gablets  on each 
side of the configuration. Researching perfod photographs o f  other rural Catholic churches, 
the g a b l c t  o r  mdification of i t  appears to  be a common application t o  the be11 tower. 
Single,  elongated framed vents a r e  placed on th ree sides o f  the tower below the corn lcc .  
Midway on the  f r o n t  s ide  of the tower i s  a diamond shaped window openlng. S ing le ,  e i g h t  
pane window openings, located j u s t  below the gable area,  flank each s i d e  o f  the  tower 
furnishing l i g h t  for the  balcony area o f  t h e  interior. The main entrance, w i t h  slender, 
double panel 1 ed wood doors, i s  housed i n the be1 I tower. A recently added porch w i t h  a 
gablet roo f  protects the  entrance from the weather. 

The structure's east and west e l e v a t i o n s  have i d e n t i c a l  fenes t ra t ion .  Each side consists 
o f  f i v e  four-over-four double-hung windows. Simple c l a s s i c a l  detaj 1 surrounds each window 
opening . 
The rear e levat ion '  consists o f  t h e  apse and addflions on bath sides o f  the apse. The apse i! 
a s o l i d  weatherboard mass covered wi th  a h ip  roof. A small half room, with  shed roof, i s  
attached t o  the  west side o f  the apse and rear o f  the rectangular portion o f  the  church. 
A four pane window under the eave interrupts an otherwise solid wall. A s i d e  room add i t lon  : 
attached to the e a s t  side o f  t h e  apse. B u i l t  c.1412, the room extends beyond t he  eas t  
e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  rectangular p o r t i o n  o f  the church as we l l  as a few f e e t  north of the apse. 
The weatherboard addi t ion  s i t s  on a continuous n a t i v e  stone foundat ion and i s  covered by 
a shed roof, Two four-over-four double-hung windows are synmetr i  cal l y  arranged on the 
room's east side.  A centered four-over-four double-hung window i s  l o c a t e d  on i t s  north 
side. The room i s  accessible by a s h o r t  f l i g h t  o f  wooden steps leading to a door opening 
on i t s  west s ide .  The room housed t h e  nuns who taught  a t  t h e  S t .  Anthony's school. 

The church s t i l l  maintains much o f  the  m a j o r  i n t e r i o r  character .  The layout c o n s i s t s  o f  
the nave, apse and balcony. A wood arch, i m i  t i a t ing  a vau l t ,  distinguishes the d i v i s i o n  
between t he  nave and apse. The balcony a t  the south end o f  the nave provides space for  
t he  organ and choir .  The ceiling over t h e  nave i s  gambrel -shaped. Modif i ca t ions  e x i s t  i n  
the i n t e r i o r ,  Cellotex panels cover the  c e i l i n g  and w a l l s .  Other changes included the 
replacement o f  the pews and alter, and the  removal of the s i d e  a1 ters. 



. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 14Ob1499 
- 150&1599 - - 160&1699 
-- 170S1799 
-- 1800-1 894 

1900- 

Areas of Slgnificanea-Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . - community planning L A -  landscape archi2ecture.L religion 
archeology-historic - .- conservation - -. law science 

-- agriculture . -- economics -- - literature -- sculpture - 
architecture -- education . -- military -- social, 

-_ art engineering -- music humanitarian 
, commerce explorat kont settlement -- philosophy . theater 
-- communications . industry -- politics:governmen? - transportation 

_ -  .- invention - other (specify) 

Specific date8 1903 BuilderIArchitset Unknown 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

Constructed i n  1903, S t .  Anthony's Church s i t s  on a hi.11 over1 ooking the small r a i  1 road 
community o f  R a t c l i f f  i n  the upper Arkansas R i v e r  Val ley. St. Anthony's was founded as a 
church mission soon a f t e r  the establishment of t he  Subiaco Abbey in 1878. The Abbey served 
as the miss ion  center f o r  the S t .  Benedictine Order i n  Logan County. By i n v i t a t i o n  from 
the L i t t l e  Rock and Fort  S m i t h  Railway Company, the center  and i t s  s a t e l l i t e  mission churches 
addressed the spi r i tua l  and educational need f o r  the incoming German Cathal i c i m m i  grants  . 
She Subi aco Abbey eventual ly organi  zed seven sma l l  mi ss i on churches throughout Logan 
County w i t h  St. Anthony being the third ergani,zed i n  1879. S t .  Anthony's, a second generation 
structure, represents the f mportant miss ion  accompl i s  hed by the S t .  Benedict ine Order duri  ng 
Arkansas" only major e f f o r t  t o  at t ract  European se t t lement  within i t s  boundaries. Very few 
miss ion  churches o f  t h i s  per iod  survived i n  t he  Arkansas Rfver Valley despite the  s u b s t a n t i a l  
i n f lux  o f  German Catho l i c  s e t t l e r s .  

The h i s t o r i c  importance of S t .  Anthony's Church begins with r a i  1 road o f f i  c ia1 s' e f f o r t s  t o  
attract European immigrants i n t o  Arkansas af te r  t he  Clvil ktar. - The i dea  o f  European 
set t lement  i n  Arkansas as we1 1 as i n  the South was one method by which the r e g l o n  hoped.. t o  
replenish i t s  l a b o r  force and i n  turn rev i t a l i z e  i t s  post-war economy. The railroad 
companies i n  Arkansas played s major role i n  encouraging immigrants i n t o  t h e  state between 
the years 1870 t o  1890. The L i t t l e  Rock and Fort S m i t h  Rai lway Company began such a 
campaign i n  t he  f a l l  o f  1875 i n  hope of selltng t h e i r  land g r a n t s .  The campaign focused on 
German Catholics who were feel ing the oppression o f  the Prussion s ta te  under the ru le  of  Otto 
von Bisrnark. In h i s  at tempt  t o  centralize po l i t i c a l  power for  Prussia, Bismark  began his 
infamous Kuturkampf campaign aga ins t  the poli t ical  power held by the Roman Catholic  Church 
i n  t he  German s ta tes .  T h i s  campaign began a 1 arge exodus of  German Cathol  i c s  , many whom 
found refuge i n  the sparsely settled areas o f  the United States. Such areas included t he  
south and southwest-i  n Arkansas, t he  Arkansas R i  ve r  Val 1 ey . 
The United States Catholic orders, th rough  their mission programs, ass is ted  immigrants i n  
f inding areas t o  1 i v e  and work. Aware o f  the  Church's concern f o r  these immigrants, the 
L i t t l e  Rock and F o r t  S m i t h  Rai 1 way Company contacted She St. Benedictine Order i n  Indiana 
and arranged a sponsorship for the establ ishment of a mission center i n  Logan County. The 
mission center, called the Subi aco Abbey, stood in t he  center  o f  one o f  the largest Roman 
Cathol ic  comuni  t i e s  i n  Arkansas. Establ  ished i n  1878, Subi aco provided assistance t o  the 
German immigrants i n  s e t t l i n g  the valley as we1 1 as  helping them adapt  t o  t h e i r  new 
environment. As a strategic par t  o f  the  support  e f f o r t ,  the Abbey organized area miss ion  
churches t o  p rov ide  local s e r v i c e  t o  the s e t t l e r s .  Five o f  these mission churches were 
established by 188Q. Created i n  1879 as the  t h i r d  mission, S t .  Anthony's Church served the  
needs of the new settlers i n  t h e  western p a r t  o f  Logan County. 
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Building remnants o f  the late nineteenth century Geman settlements are sparsely 
scattered throughout the Arkansas River Val ley. S t .  Anthony's Church, an important surv iv in l  
ethnic resource, reflects the s t rong religious heritage of the Geman Immigrants as well as 
the St. Benedictine Order's mission program t o  support the spiritual and physical needs o f  
these settlers coming i n t o  t h i s  f o r e i g n  reg ion .  



. 
9. maIor eribliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangk name _RrnnrhbR 
UT M References 

'11 1 P 1 4  4 B 1 3 , q  1 3 1 9 1 0 1 7 ~ 9 1 4 1 0 1  
Zone Eastfng Northing 

Quadrangle scale m n  

" u L L u , A - l  Zone Easting Northing 

See Conti nuation Sheet 

U s t  rll stmt- and countlms for properties overlapping state or county boundarias 

$tats N/A cede county code 

state code county cdde 

1 1 Form Prepare4 

w m a b  Don Brown, mP fis&mi m 

organization date February. 1985 

at~bst&numbr P.O. Box 518 telephone (501) 934-4545 

cityortown R a t c l i f f  state Arkansas 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The sumlusted slgnillcenee of this property within the state is: 

- netionat ,, state + lacaE 

As the designated State Historic Presenation Officer for the Nationai Hlstorlc Preservatron Act of 1968 (Publc Law 8 s  
655), 1 hereby nominate thls property for Znclusion Ln the Natlonal Register and certify that it has &en evaluated 
according to thn criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlanal Park Senrlcm. L 

tftk Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Off icer  date 1 d ., -- - 

For Ws usernly 
1 hmreby mlfy t)rrt thk propsrty I8 Included In ths NltlanaE Ruglatw 
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Verbal Boundary Descr ipt ion:  

Beginning a t  the northwest corner o f  North H a l f  o f  Northwest Quarter o f  
Sect ion 4, Township 7 North, Range 27 West, running South on Section 1 i n e  
1110 f e e t  more or less t o  a po in t  direct ly  West of a certain well on t he  
present s i t e  o f  the  Church as now l o c a t e d ,  thence E a s t  300 f e e t  for a point  
o f  beginning, thence North 150 f e e t ,  West 300 f e e t  t o  t he  sect ion F i n e ,  
thence South w i t h  sect ion 1 i n e  150 fee t ,  thence East  t~ place o f  beginning, 
contain ing one acre more o r  less.  












