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DESCRl BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IlF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

(Throughout the "'description, " historic features are followed by numbers in 
parentheses, m e  numbers link the historic features w i t h  the sketch map aqd 
t h e  photographs.) 

The Dortch Planta t ion is a functional and historic farm complex located near  
Sco t t ,  Arkansas. It is comprised of £ a m  buildings, 975 acres of cotton and -. 
soybean f i e l d s  and pasturex (32)  and a portion of a horseshoe-shaped lake (31). 
The plantation i ~ c l u d e s  the si te  of a plantat ion church (29) whit? was remved, 
a f e w  years a g o .  A lone "mule-cooling tree1' (27'1 s t i l l  stands in t h e  f ields.  
An undexground s i l o  (28) lies along the southern boundary of the plantation. 
Two nodern equipment sheds,-a mabile home, and two mdern residences are inter- 
mingled m n g  the h i s t o r i c  structures and sites. Most of t h e  structures, both 
the  historic and the modern, are located alongside t w o  d i r t  raads i n  the north- 
ern ha l f  of the plantation. 

One of the h i s t o r i c  b u i l d h g s  is enormously more imposing t h a n  any other struc- 
ture on t h e  p l an ta t ion .  The building is Marlsgate (231,  the residence of three 
generations of the Dortch family for 75 years. It is present ly  the home a£ 
William P. Dortch 111, one of the two owners of the plantat ion,  Harlsgate was 
individually entered on the National Register i n  1975. I t  was designed by the 
prominent architect, Charles L. Th3mpson. The 1904 construction cost was 
$33,000. 

CI 

Karlsgate is grand in both scale and design.  Its height encom_aasses 23 s t o r e y s ,  
and i t s  expanse corr&ises 20 room of l i v i n g  space. ' A  full basement lies beneath 
thc superstructure. The grandness of design is sugqested by the two-storey port- 
ico,  a second-storey balcony, and fourteen-foot-high ceilings. Marlsgate re- 
flects the l i f e s t y l e  of the  Dortches as a wealthy farm family at the turn-of-the- 
century. 

The' f ull-sized , two-storey portico has four square, brick colums . Ionic capitals 
crown t h e  four colums. This  FxarU ?orticu dominates the facade of the house. 
D e n t i L  work, which ornaments the cornice, is also u t i l i z e d  in t h e  pediment of 
t h e  portico. Located in the cente r  o f  the pediment is an oeil-de-boeuf window. 
A second-storey balcony projects aver the en try ;  it features urn-shaped balusters- 
Support for t h e  balcony is provided by heavy paired brackets. The s i n g l e  entry 
is s e t  i n t o  a wide, arched openkg. The arch is de f ined  5 y  brickwork and is capped 
by a keystone, which is centered above the door. The keystone contains the  i n t e r -  
twined i n i t i a l s  of William and Nettie Dortch. Paired windows f lank the e n t r y ;  
they are unusual in their use of cut stone and brick in the window heads. C-qer ,  
paired windows have simple t r i m .  The r a i l i n g  on the portico is cast concrete; it 
is molded on the grounds. The facade is symmetrically balanced by t w o  projecting 
one-storey wings, one on e i t h e r  elevation. 




















































































































































