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historic name: Woodlawn School Building

other name/site number: N/A

street & number: NW of int., of Bizzell Rpad and State Route 31

net for publication: N/A

city/town: Woodlawn vicinity: N/A
state: AR county: Lonoke code: AR 085 zip code: 720C7

Owrnership of Property: Private

Category of Property: Building

Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Nencontributing

" buildings
, , sites
1 ___ structures
objects
2 Q Teotal

Number of contributing resources previocusly listed in the National
Register: _N/A

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A




4s the designated authorlty under the National Historic Preservation Act
£ 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _X nomination
—equest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation
standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professicnal regquirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets

deoes not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation
shee:
(bl R Pritnd )-254 3
Signature qﬂ certlfylwg,offlcial Date

Arkansas Histeric Preservation Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National
Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby certify that this property is:

___ entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

rermoved from the National Register

other (explain}:

Signaﬁure of Keeper Date
of Action

Historic: Education Sub: School

~urrent : Social Sub: Meeting Hall




T

Architectural Classification:

caftsman
'

Other Descripticn: _N/A

Materials: foundation Concrete roof Asprhalt
walls Weatherbcard other

Describe present and histcric physical appearance. X See continuation
sheet. —

Certifying official has considered the significance ¢f this property in
relation to other properties: Local .

Applicable National Register Criteria: C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions}: N/A

Areas of Significance: Architecture

Periodis) of Significance: 1521

Significant Dates: N/A

Significant Person(s): N/A

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: Prior, John

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
X See continuation sheet.



X See continuation sheet.
Previous documentation ¢on file (NPS3):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
recuested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Histeric Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 3

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State historic preservation office
Other state agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other -- Specify Repository:

Acreage of Prcperty. Approximately two

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A 15 602750 3864850

o w

~
L

See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description: See continuation sheet,
Beginning at a point 140 yards north of the SE corner of Section 32, Township

4N, Range 8W, thence proceed north 57 yards; thence west 187 yards; thence
south 57 yards; thence east 197 yards to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

This boundary includes all of the property historically associated with this
resource that retains its integrity.



““ame/Title: Patrick Zeollner, National Register Historian

~urganizaticn:Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Date:01/15/23

Street & Number:323 Center, 1600 Tower Bldg. Telephone:(501) 324-S880

City or Town:_Little Rock State:AR ZIPp: 72201
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Summary

The Woodlawn School Building is a single-story, wood-frame school building of a modified rectangular plan
constructed in 1921 in the Craftsman style of architecture. The foundation is composed of concrete piers, and the
frame walls, which are fenestrated by large three-over-three windows, are clad with false-bevel novelty siding. The
building is covered by a composition-shingled gable-on-hip roof with a gahle-roof projection at the northermn end of
the front elevation. Other than the windows, the Crafisman influence is reflected in the use of exposed rafters, gable-
end knee braces, and unusual wood omament on the front porch, The interior reflects the Plain Traditional building
practices of the time in the use of double-beaded board siding and simple door and window moldings. Significant
imerior detail includes two folding-partition walls and a later WPAconstrucied stage, Located northwest of the
intersection of Bizzell Road and State Route 31, the school fronts the highway and is set back behind a grove of
large oak trees. A historic well, with the criginal hand pump, is located a short distance southeast of the southeast
comer of the building. The Woodlawn School Building is in good condition and has not been significamly aliered.

Elaboration

The Woodlawn School Building is a single-story, white-painied wood-frame school building of a modified
rectangular plan constructed in 1921 in the Craftsman style of architecture. The foundation is compased of concrete
piers, and the frame walls are sheathed with false-bevel novelty siding. A composition-shingled gable-on-hip roof,
puanciuated by two interior brick chimneys, covers the structure. A large projecting gable roof extends from the main
roofline on the northern end of the front, or eastern, ¢levation, The Crafisman influence is evident by the generous
use of Jarge three-over-three windows, exposed rafters, gable-end knee braces, and unusual wood ormament on the
front porch. The decorative knee braces, three of which are found on ¢ither end of the gable-on-hip roof, are jigsawn
with a slight outward curve as opposed o the more common straight-edge braces. On the porch, there are four
square wood omaments, each filled with diagonal stick work, attached to the two roof-wall junctures and on either
side of the single column. The current emarnental squares are reproductions based on the originals shown in a
historic photograph.

The fromt, or eastern, elevation features the aforementioned gable-roofl projection at the northern end. This bay is
adomned by five symmetrically arranged knee braces and is illuminated by a pair of three-pver-three double-hung
windows. A centrally placed porch is formed by a shed roof extension of the southern slope of the gable-roof
projection. The porch roof is supported by a single wood boxed column that is decorated with a knee brace in
addition to the flanking wood ornament. The wood-floored porch is accessed by four wood steps. A double-leaf
entry composed of two five-paneled wood doors is located at the rear of the porch facing east. To the south of the
porch, the rematning wall area is fenestrated by a pair of three-over-three windows.

On the southern elevation, a single and a pair of three-over-three double-hung windows are positioned along the
eastern half of the elevation. The wall portion containing the original row of seven windows on the western half
of the elevation has been recendy reconstrucied due to advanced deterioration, The rebuilt section is recognizable
by the presence of drop siding as opposed to false bevel siding and the use of four smallcr, horizontal-sash
aluminum-frame windows in place of the original three-over-threz double-hung wood-frame windows.

The rear, or westemn, elevation consists of four symmetrically arranged four-over-four double-hung wood-frame
windows with a pair of single-leaf wood doors located in the center. The windows are currently covered with shect
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metal due to deterioration of the windows. The door to the south is a four-panelled door of the inverted cruciform
configuration. The door to the north is a five-panelled door identical to those found en the front porch.

Two rows of seven three-gver-three windows comprise the narthem elevation.

The interior plan basically consists of a central hall with one room to either side and one Jarge room composing the
western: half of the building, The large room can be divided north/south by a folding partition wall, Another
folding partion wall divides the nonhern half of the interior. Interior detail reflects the Plain Traditional building
practices of the time in the use of double-beaded board siding and simple door and window moidings. Sometime
in the 1930's, the WPA construcied a stage in the northwest comner of the building. The stage is extant with only
minor modifications over the years. Also of note is a wood stove in the northeast room. The stove, now
approximately 100 years old, was moved to Woodlawn from an older structure - the Hill school - after consolidation.

Alterations to the original interior have been minimal. In the early 1970’s, indcor plumbing and two restrooms were
installed along with cabinets and various kitchen appliances in the southeastern room. Recently, the wall dividing
the two southern rooms has been partially opened.

Located nomhwest of the intersection of Bizzell Road and State Route 31, the school fronts the highway and is set
back behind a grove of large oak trees. A historic well, with the original hand pump, is located a short distance
southeast of the southeast corner of the building.

The building is corrently being used for community meetings.
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Summary

Constructed in 1921, the Woodlawn School Building is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance
as an excellent example of a Craftsman-style school building with unusual porch decoration.

Elahoration

Prior to 1921, the educational needs of the residents of the Woodlawn community were served by three schools in
the area, Hickory Flat, Hill, and Old Mason. On December 16, 1920, a petiion was filed with the Board of
Education of Lonoke County to consolidate the three schools. A special election was held on December 27, 1920,
and by a vote of 48 o 17, the Rural Special School District No. 20 was established.

At the time, Woodlawn was a small community composed largely of farmers and those who worked in various
aspects of the timber industry (logging, sawmills, etc.). The formation of Rural Spectal Schopl District No. 20
necessitated a new school building, and its construction was accomplished in the same manner as a bam-raising with
the residents of the community donating the labor,

The new building, erecied under the tutelage of head carpenter, John Prior, reflected the Crafisman siyle of
architecture which was then-dominant in Arkansas. Although the basic building form is Plain Traditional, the use
of exposed rafters, three-over-three windows, and decorative knee braces contribute the essential Craftsman detailing,
The most distinctive embellishment, however, is the addition of the four square wood omaments on the front porch,
This adornment, substantiated by a historic photograph taken shortly after construction, distinguishes this building
from other comparable Crafisman-style schools. Thus, the Woodlawn Schootl Building is being nominated under
Criterion C with local significance as the best example in Lonoke County of a Crafisman-style school building,
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