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1. Name of Psopeey  
------------------------------------------------------------+----------- -----------------------------------+-+--------------+------------------- 

historic name: Woodlawn School Buildins 

other name/site number: N/A 

-------------------------------------------------------------+---------- ........................................................................ 
2 .  Location 
---------+-------------------------------------------------------------- +----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

street & number: NW of  int. of Bizzell Road and State Route 31 

n o t  f o r  publication: N / A  

c i t y / t o w n  : Woodlawn vicinity: N!A 

s t a t e :  AR county: Lonoke code: AR 085  zi? code: 7 2 0 C T  

I ----------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-. Classification 
----------------------------------------+-+-+-----------------+--------- ........................................................................ 
Owcership of P r o p e r t y :  Private 

Category of Property: Buildinq 

Number of Resources w i t h i n  P r o p e r t y :  

C o n t r i b u t i n g  Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
s t r u c t u r e s  
o b j e c t s  

0 Total 

Nunber of contributing resources previously listed in the N a t i o n a l  
Register: N / A  

Name of re lated multiple property listing: N / A  



4 .  Stats/Federal Agency Certif ication 

. 9s t h e  designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
f 1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  this X nomination 

,-equest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards f o r  registering properties in the Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  o f  
H i s t o r i c  Places a n d  meets t h e  procedural and professional requirements 
s e t  forth in 3 6  CFR Part 60. In my opin ion ,  the property X meets 
- does n o t  meet t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register C r i t e r i a .  See continuation 
sheet.  

I r - a ~ +  ,3 
S i g n a t u r e  c# ce Date 

Arkansas H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Prosram 
S t a t e  o r  Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, t h e  p rope r ty  meets does not m e e t  t h e  National 
Register c r i t e r i a .  - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of  commenting or o t h e r  official Daze 

S t a t e  or Federa l  agency and bureau 

--------h---------------------k-------4-----------------d----------+---- 

- National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
- -======================================================================== 

I, hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  this property is: 

- entered in the  National Register 
- See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 
determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 

detemined n o t  e l i g i b l e  for t h e  
National Register 
renoved f r o 3  the National Regiszer 

o t h e r  (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

-----------------------------------------------------------------+------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
6.  Function or U s e  
------------------------------------------------------------------------ ........................................................................ 
Historic: Educat ion Sub: School 

" u r r e n t  : Social Sub: Feetinq Hall 



7 .  ~escription 
-------------------------------------------------------------+ ........................................................................ 
Architectural Classification: 

I r a f t sman  

Other Description: N/A 

Materials: foundation Concrete roof Asphalt 
walls Weatherboard other 

Describe present and h i s t ~ r i c  physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet. 

........................................................................ -------------------------+---------------------------------------------- 

8 .  Statement of Significance 
-------------------------------+---------------------------------------- ------+--------------------------------------------+-------------------- 

Certifying o f f i c i a l  has considered the significance of t h i s  p r ~ p e r t y  in 
relation to o t h e r  properties: L o c a l  

Applicable N a t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  Criteria: C 

Cri te r ia  Considerations (Exceptions) : 

Areas of  Significance: A r c h i t e c t u r e  

I 

P e r i o d  Is) of Significance: 1921 

Significant Dates: N/A 

Significant P e r s o n ( $ )  : N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N / A  

Architect/Builder: P r i o r ,  John 

S t a t e  significance of property,  and j u s t i f y  c r i t e r i a ,  criteria 
cons ide ra t ions ,  and areas and periods of significance noted  above. 
X See continuation sheet. - 



-------------------------------------------------------------------.----- ........................................................................ 
9 .  Major Bibliographical References ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 

-. -. 

X - See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet.  

P r e v i o u s  documentation on file (NPS) : 

- prelirinary determination of individual listing ( 3 6  CFR 67 )  h a s  been 
requested. 

- previously l i s t e d  i n  the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National  Register 
- designated a National Historic Lan-ark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  # 
- recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Engineering Record # 

P r i m a r y  Loca t ion  of Additional Data: 

X S t a t e  historic p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e  
- Other  s t a t e  agency  
- Federal  agency 
- Loca l  governme~t 
- University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ ........................................................................ 
i 0 .  Geographical Data 

----------------------------------------------------------------------+ ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
L, 

Acreage of P r c p e r t y :  Approximately two 

UTM References: Zone E a s t i n g  N o r t h i n g  Zone Easting N o r t h i n g  

- See continuation sheet, 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet. 

Beginning at a point 140 yards  n o r t h  of the SE corner of S e c t i o n  32, Township  
4 5 ,  Range 8W, thence proceed north 57 yards; thence west 197 yards;  t hence  
s o u t h  57 yards ;  thence east 1 9 7  yards to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuat ion s h e e t .  

This boundary includes a l l  of  the proper ty  h i s t o r i c a l l y  associated xitk t h i s  
resource t h a t  retains its i n t e g r i t y .  

i - 



11. Form Prepared By 
I______--------------------d------*------------------------------------- ........................................................................ 

"*arne /Ti t l e :  P a t r i c k  Zollner, N a t i o n a l  Resister Historian 

-trganizaticn:Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Proqram Date:01/15/93 

Street & h'umSer:323 Center, 1600  T o w e r  Bldq. Telephone:{501) 324-9880 

City or Town: L i t t l e  Rock State:& Z I P :  7 2 2 0 1  
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Summary 

Tfte W d a w n  School Building is a single-story, wood-frame school building of a malllied reclangnIar plan 
consmcled in 1921 in the Craftsman style of architecture. The foundation is composed of concrete piers, and thc 
frame walls, which are Fenestrated by large three-over-three windows, are clad wilh false-kvel novelly siding. The 
building is covered by a composition-shingled gable-on-hip roof with a gableroof projection az the nwthcrn end of 
the front elevalion. OLhcr than the windows, the Craftsman influence is reflected in b e  use of exposcd rafrers, gable- 
end bee braces, and unusual w d  m a m c n t  on h e  front prch .  The interior reflecrs the Plain Traditional build~ng 
practices of rhe time in the use of doublc-kaded board siding and simple door and window moldings. Significanr 
interior detail includcs two folding-panilion walls and a lalcr WPAxonstrucml stage, Located nwthwest of the 
inlersection of Bizzell Road and Statc Route 31, the schml fronts the highway and is set back M i n d  a grove of 
large oak vces, A hiswric well, w i h  t h ~  original hand pump. is located a s b n  d i m  souheast of the souhast 
comer of the building. The W d l a w n  School Building is in g d  condition and has not been significanlly altered. 

The Wmdlawn School Building is a single-story, white-painted &-frame school building of a mdified 
i rectangular plan constructed in 1921 in Ihe Crafrrman style of architecture. The foundation is composed of concrete 

piers, and the frame walls are sheathed with false-kvel novelty siding. A composition-shingled gable-on-hip roof, 
panctuated by two inlefjot brick chimneys, covers the suuclurc. A large projecting gablc roof extends from rhc main 
mfline on the nanhcrn end of the front, or easrcm. elevation. The Cmf~rnan influence is evident by the generous 
use of large three-over-lhtee windows. exposed zaficrs, gable-end knee braces, and unusual w m d  ornament on the 
front porch. The b r a r i v e  knee braces. three of which arc found on cithcr end of h e  gable-on-hip roof, are jigsaw 
wilh a slight outward cum as opposed to h e  more common straight-edge braces. On Ihe porch, there are four 
square w d  ornaments. a h  fiIled w i ~  diagonal stick work, attached to the two roof-wall juncmres and an either 
side of the single column. The current ornamental quarcs are reproductions based on the originaIs shown in a 
htrstoric photograph. 

The b t ,  or eastern, elevation feanrres Ihc aforemcntioncd gablc-rwr projeclion at the northern end. This bay is 
a d m d  by five symmetrically arranged knee braces and is ilFuminated by a pair of three-over-three double-hung 
windows. A cendly placed porch is formed by a shed mf extension of h e  southm slope of the gabIe-roof 
projection. The pwch roof is supported by a single w d  boxed column h a t  is decorated with a knee brace in 
addition to the flanking wood ornament. The wood-f lmd porch is acccssed by four w d  steps. A double-leaf 
entry composed of two fivepaneIed w m d  dmrs is located at the rear of the porch facing em. To the south of the 
p h ,  the remaining wall area is fenestratd by a pair of Ihrcc-ovcr-ihrec: windows. 

OR she southern elevation, a single and a pair of three-over-three double-hung windows are positioned along fie 
eastern half of the elevation. The wall portion containing the original row of seven windows on Ihc western half 
of the elevation has been recenlly reconsrmcted due LO advanced deterioration. Thc rebuilt section is recognizable 
by b e  presence of drop siding as opposed to false bevcl siding and the use of foul srnallcr, borizond-=h 
aluminum-frame windows in place of the original threeqver-three double-hung wood-frame windows. 

The rear, or wcsrem, efevauon consists of four symmetrically arranged four-over-four doubIc-hung w d - f m c  
windows with a pajr of single-leaf wood doors lmted in the center. The windows are cumndy covcrcd wizh sheel - 
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m e d  due to deteriorarion of the windows. The door to the soua is a four-panelled door of h e  i n v e n d  cruciform 
configuration. The door to the north is a five-panelled door identical m hose fmnd on the front porch. 

Two rows of seven three-over-three windows compslse the nonhern elevarion. 

The interior plan basically consists of a central hall with one room to eiber side and one large mom composing the 
western half of the building. The Iarge room can be divided m&/swd.E by a folding parlition wall. Another 
folhng partion wall divides he northern half of the interior. Interior detail reflects the Plain Traditional buildlng 
practices af h e  dmc in hc use of double-beaded baard siding and simple doot and window moldings. Sometime 
in the 19301s, the WPA consrrucred a stage in be  nonhwesr corner of the building. The slage is extant with mly 
minor modifications over the years. Also of note is a wood stove in the northeast room. Thc stove, now 
approximately 100 years old, was moved to W d l a w n  from an older structure - the Hill school - afkr consolidation. 

Alterations to he original interior have been minimal. In the early 19703, indoor plumbing and ~ w o  rcstmrns were 
installed dong u-ih cabinets and varEws kitchen appliances in the southeas~em mom. RccenLty, thc wall dividing 
the two southern m s  has been parlially opcned. 

I Located nonhwest of the inlemtion of Bimell Road and Stare Route 31, the school fronts the highway and is set 
back behind a grove of large oak trees. A historic well, with the original hand pump, is locared a short dislancc 
sou~heast of h e  southeasl corner or the building. 

The building is c m n t l y  being used for comrnunily mmings. 
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Summary 

Construckd in 1921, the W d I a w n  School Building is being nominated under Criterion C wirh local sigificance 
as an excellen1 example of a Craftsman-style school building with unusual porch d e c o r a h .  

Elaboration 

Prior to 1921, rhe educational needs of the residenls of the W d l a w n  community were served by Ihree schools in 
the area, fickory Flat, Hill, and Old Mason. On December 16, 1920. a petiuon was filed with the Board of 
Education of Conoke County io consolidate the Uuee schools. A special election was held on k r n b c r  27. 1920, 
and by a vole OF 48 to 17, the Rural Special SchcuI District No. 20 was established. 

At the bme, W d l a w n  was a small community composed largely of farmers and those who workcd in various 
aspect5 of the rimher indusmy (logging, sawmills, elc.). The formation of Rural Special School Disuict No. 20 
necessilated a new school huilhng. and its consLruction was accomplished in h e  same manner as a barn-raising wirh 
the residents of Ihe cornmunil). donaring the labor. 

I The new building, erecred under the tutelage of head carpenter, John Prior, reflected the Craftsman style of 
architecture which was zhen-dorninant in Arkansas. Although the basic building form is Plain Traditional, the use 
of exposcd raf~ers, zfrree-over-hm windows, and decorative knee braces contribute the essenrial Craftsman detailing. 
The most disdnc~ive ernkllishtnnt, howcvm, is the addilim of the four square w d  ornaments on Lhc front porch. 
This adornment, suhstantiatcd by a historic photograph taken shortly after constsuction, distinguishes this building 
from other comparable Crafisman-style schools. Thus, the U'dlaun School Building is being nominated under 
Criterion C with 11x81 significance as; the best example in Conoke County of a Cmfrsrnan-style school building. 



mFqmtw 
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