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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNO'A'N) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Const ruc ted  c. 1835, the Alexander House, located near Scott, Arkanses, 
is a one-and-one-half-storey structure cons t ruc ted  of solid, hand-hem 
cypress logs and sheathed in narrow white clapbard. The house is 
rectangular in shape, with one-storey a d d i t i o n s  on the rear elevation. 

The Alexander House is topped by a gable roof from which extend three 
dormers on the facade and one on the rear elevation. .Do&le-hung windors 
f ea tu re  simple surrounds and are flanked by. shutters, 

The facade is well-balanced in its spacing of domclrs and windows.  A . 
large gabled dormer w i t h  paired windows extends from the roof in the 
cen te r  of the facade. This  dormer is flanked by tkio s m a l l ,  flat-roofed - 

dcmers. ill1 three 6ormers are covered in wide clapboard. In the center  
of the facade is a one-storey, flat-roofed porch. This porch is supported 
by four square, wooden c o l m ~ s  with Doric capitals. P i l a s t e r s  resembling 
the  colum*ls f l a n k  the centered entry. The entry features double doors 
flanked by s ide l igh t s  and top?& by a fanlight in a weSb-like pat tern.  

A large dormer projects from t h e  rear  elevation.  This domer features 
a gable roof and t w o  double-hung windows.  One-storey additions to 
t he  rear are also covered in narrow clapboard a n d  utilize the sane 
fea tures  as the main body of the house, such as Doric-capital pilasters.  :I.% 

The i n t e r i o r  plan of the Alexander Mouse inc ludes  center ha l l s ,  upstairs 
and downstairs, connected by a single-flight stairway, W~!O rooms a r e  
on each s i d e  of each hallway, upstairs and downstairs. The stairway 
fea tures  a square newel-post and  turned balusters, Interior door and 
window trim is heavily molded and fea tures  corner blocks.  

. - . . - -  

Originally the Alexander Rouse featured a porch which spanned the width 
of the facade. This porch was sup?orted by delicate, turned posts. 
Prior to 1910, the roof of the house st12ported only two large dormers, 
one on the faeade and one on t he  r ea r .  

In 1910 t he  kitchen and dining room,which w e r e  connected to t>e house by 
a walkway, burned. Also destroyed in this fire was a sleeping porch on 
t h e  south elevation. The fire brought about a remodeling of the house, 
The two small dormers were added, and the porch on the facade was changed- 
Addit ions were made onto t h e a x e a r  elevation. Also d u r i n g  the remodeling, 
the architect in charge changed the  plain, double front cntry to t h e  
elaborate present e n t r y  having s ide l igh t s  and fanlight.' The i n t e r i o r  
~ i a l l s  and floors of the main body of the house retain t h e  o r i r j i n a l  hand- 
hewn logs; however the covering over these logs  has recently been changed- 
The old coverings were removed, and wood--grain p a n e l i n g  n o w  covers most 
of the ~7a115, and hardwood covers t h e  floors. 

The Alexander House rerna3.n~ in excellent c o n d i t i o n  and is careful ly  main- 
tained by t h e  present ab.mers. Rest ing  on its original s i t e ,  the Alexander 
House is a significant Local landmark. 
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The Alexacder muse is a one-and-one-half storey s t ruc tu re  constmeted 
of hand-hsrm cypress logs. The ,house is sheathed in white clapboard 
and Eeatures a gable roof, from which extend t h e e  d ~ r m e r s  on the facade 
and one ora t h e  rear elevation. The symrnatrical facade is marked by a 
centered one-storey flat-roofed porch. The original par t  of the house 
consists of a wide center-hzll f lanked by two rooms on each s i d e ,  this 
sme ar rangement  for both the u2stai.r~ and domstairs. It is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  as representative of a g r a c i o u s  sw~thern country home. 

Constructed c. 1835, t h e  house stands near the cornunity of Scott, Arkansas ,  
& o u t  t w e l v e  miles southeast of L i t t l e  Rock. The :muse was constructed 
by Chester  Ashley, whb was one of the nost i r n p ~ r t a ' n t  men in the history 
of- Arkansas- Ashley was a lan29wner, a widely known lawyer and a United 
States Senator from Arkansas, 1844-1848- He owned m u c h  of the land in 
Scott and main ta ined  t h e  house as h i s  country hone. For many y e a r s  
the estate was calLed "Ashley M i l l  P l an ta t ion . "  Ashley's association 
with the bouse is an important as?ect of its signizicance- 

. . . . 
Chester  Ashley was one of the most imrrortant figures in the history of 
Arkansas- Born in Amherst, c;assachusetts, on June 1, 1791, Ashely grcw 
up in Hudson, New York.  He graduated from X i l l i a m s  College in 1813 and 
attended L i t ch f i e ld  Law School. Ashley com_oleted  la;^ s t u d i e s  in, the . : 
office of E l i s h a  Williams at Hudson, New Yark. , 

A t  the age of twenty-seven, ~ h e s t e r  Ashley moved to-~dwardsville, I l l i n o i s ,  
and s e t  up a law office. From I l l i n o i s  he moved to St. muis, whexe he 
met X i l l i a r r t  Russell, a well-known land speculztor.  In 1819 Ashley moved 
to ~ i t t l e  ~ o c k .  He soon became involved in land l i t i g a t i o n  involving 
the capitol's being moved from Arkansas Post to L i t t l e  Rock. Chestcr 
Ashley is often referred to as t h e  " f a t h e r  of Littlc Rock," due to the 
fact t h a t  he acquired the t i t l e  to muc3 of the land on which the t o m  was 
built. He a l s o  advised his c l i e n t ? - i n  both Arkansas and Missour i  to 
their f i n a n c i a l  advantage arid was knotm as the best Lawyer in either s ta te .  
In t3o process he became a very wealthy.;nan. . _ . . .  

For a few year.: Ashley 41as in a law partnership w i t h  Robert C r i t t c n d e n ,  
Secretary of the Territory of Arkansas .  Ashley became one  of the most 
prominent and i n f l u e n t i a l  m n r b e r s  of t he  Bar i n  thc Ter r i to ry  of ~rkansas, 
In 1844 be was elected to the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Senate, wherc  he became 
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I846 and served until his death on April 29, 1848, 

FOR NPS USE ONLY \L - 
\ 

RECEIVED i 

A f t e r  the death of Ashley, the Ashely Plantation cha~ged hands many 
times before it was taken over by Watt Worthen,who owned it fo r  a b u t  
t t f i  years. k r t h w  Lee Alexander was the next otmer, taking possession 
of the property in 1898. 

Rrthur Lee TJcxnnder was born i n  Ashville, N o r t h  Carolina, on Dece~Jses 27, 
1867. His ancestors, the Davidsons, c a m  from England in 1663. The I 

1 

Davidsons were  qiven land-grants  in pai-irent for f igh t ing  in the R e v o l u t i a n a q  
!Jar. Daviiison County, North CaroPina, ar.d DavlSson Col l ege  i n  N o r t h  
C a r o l i n a  are named for the same family. 

Wthcr L. Alexander: came to Arkansas in 1883 w i t h  three Alexander  cous ins ,  
Charles, James and Dave. They settled tuz lve  n i l e s  southeast of L i t t l e  
Rock at S c o t t .  For several years A r t h u r  L. Alexander was a bookkeeper 
on t 5 e  Fred Bryson Plantat ion.  ' I 

y. 
On XaveAtr  10, 1897, A r t h u r  L e e  ~ l c x i n d e r  married Ote l i a  George, who,was 
born zt Fends Ianding,  Arkanszs. Like her ht~sban?, O t e l i a  Alexacder 
came frcn a dis t inguished Linzage. The George family  came f r o m  Gemany 
in 1733. The family w e r e  wealthy merchants in Germany and, upon their 
s e t t l e m n t  in Little Rock in 1833 ,  again became success fu l  businessmen. 

S t r o n q l y  encouraged by his h-ife, Arthur Alexander p~rchased  the Ashley 
- Y . i l l  P l a n t a t i o n  and took possession t h e  first week of December, 18-33. 
It was through t h e  unique verbal persunsiveness of O t e l i a  Alexander that 
the purchase was brought about. A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  the purchase A r t h u r  
Alexander had only $100 in cash. 

O t e l i a  XLexander was a woman of d r i v i n g  energy. In a d d i t i o n  to r a i s i n g  r 

a f m i l y  of f i v e  ch i l d r en ,  she -<:as involved in many constructive a c t i v i t i e s .  
Her work on the P e n i t e n t i a r y  EoarZ l e d  to her appointment to t h e  National 
Board of Prison t7orkers. S5e organized the Hornan's Exchange of Little 

I ! 
Rock, which w a s  supprked by t h e  Cathol ic  Church of the Diocese af Arkznsas. 
T h i s  organization fomed a means  for t h e  e lder ly  and undcrprjviledged 

i 
. '1 

to market: their goods. For two years  F l r s .  Alexander served on t h e  staff ? 
i 

of the Arkansas Gazet te .  - i 
,hr thur ~ c c  Alcxnnder  r a n  a cypress mill, g:rev: co t ton  and ra ised  livestock. t 

i 

t:c was a m a n  of great dr ive  and quickly zzhieveE natio3al prominence 
as a:1 innovztor of new farn1ir:g i d e a s .  lie was imbued with the desire to 

+I 
! 



,TtU STA'I'ES; UCP..'IRTMEh'T 01.' THE I K T E  1t lO.R 
KATlONAL PARK SERVICE 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y  

RECElVE D 

. . 

DATE ENTERED 

t 

CONTI PIUATION S H E  E S  ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 I t 

inprove t h e  condition of those who worked for and with him. At the t i m e  
he took control of his plantation,.the conmissary system was a widely  
accepted practice. Alexander is reported to have been the f i rs t  planta- 
tion bwner in Arkansas to do away w i t h  t h i s  system. This provided for 

I 
! + -  

a much more s table  local economy. 1 
Arthur L. Alexander was responsible for the formation of the Scot t  

I 
! 

Cotton Groxers Association, the first cot ton  co-operative association 1 
forned in t he  United States .  Alexander's progressive and sc ien t i f i c  I 
farming methods brought spectacular results. Many o f f i c i a l s  o f  the Unitcd 
States Department of Agriculture came td S c o t t  to study his methods.  i 

i 
I 

A z t l ~ u r  Lee Alexander died December 7, 1938, in Scott. The eldest of C 

the five Alexander children now resides in t h e  house and farms t he  
plantation. This son,  William George Alexander, was born Decmeber 13, 
1898. Before assuming his farming career, he was appointed to and 
attended t h e  un i t ed  S t a t e s  Kaval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. 

r I 
., 

Thus, the historic Alexander House is re?resentativz of t h e  history of 
two men whose contributions ranged from local to n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
A s h e l y k  activities ranged from Little Rock landowner to Unitcd States 
Senator. Alexander was b t h  com,unity leader and agxicultural in'novator 
on a na t ion-wide  scale. 

And, on top of this historical  importance, t h e  Alexander House has its 
own architectural significai?ce. Resting among the trees on beautifully 
landscaped grouads, t h e  Alexander House is the epitome of gracious 
Southern l i v i n g .  



'.- . 
Alexander, Davidson an2 GeorGe families. Documents collfctcd by I k s .  J. 11. \ *' 

Dietz ,  L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas. 
Alexander, Hrs. Robert. I n t e r v i e i ~  2t Scott, Arkansas, October 28, 1975. 
Alexander, 14.r. and Mrs. William Gsargc. Personal interview at t h e  

Alexander House, Scot t ,  Arkansas, CztoSor 2 7 ,  1975. 
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J D i e  tz , Mrs. J. B. Personal i n t e rv i ew,  L i t t l e  Rock, W ~ a n s a s  , November 15, 1375. . -:,di . . 
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