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t .  Name 

htstorle Rock Is1 and Depot 

2. Location 
s t m  6 numbsr Highway 70 and Center Street py& not for publicstlan 

titv. town Conoke NJA - vicinitv of 

state Arkansas 

..- 

count~ Ponoke code 685 
.- - 

3, Classification 
-- 

Category Owners hip Status Ressnt U u  
- dlstrid X - public occupied - agrieultum - museum 
+!L buildingls) private unoccupied - commercial - park 
- srructvre - both w o r k  in progress - edueetional - private resfdencs 
- site Public Acquisition 1Sccmssibla - entertainment - reltgtous 
- object - in process - yea: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considersd 2 yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
rj/A - no - military L o t h e r :  N o t  i n  use 

4, Owner of Pro~ertv 

name C j t y  o f  Lonoke 

city, town lonoke p & + ~  vlclnity of state Ar= 

5. Location of Legal Description 

caurthouse. reuistw ot deeds. ete, Circui t  Clerk & Recorders Office, Lonoke County Courthouse 

cw, tawn Lonoke state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tltlc Arkansas Rai 7 mad Depot Survey has this propmy been dttcrmir~ed eligible? yes - no 

-- - 

date 1975 - federal state - county - local -. - 

dtpaSltOcy lor sumyrtcords Arkansas Htstarl' c Preservation Program ---- - 

i n  L i t t l e  Rock state Arkansas 



Conditiun Check one Cheek me 
- excellsnt - deterloratd 1L unaltered -K originat sits 
- gmd - ruins - altered m o v e d  d a t e - - -  -,- ..- 

X - lair - unexposed -- 
Q*soribm th. presrnt nnd original (It known) physical appearace 

Sited on South Front Street, the  Lonoke Depot i s  a fine, unaltered example o f  an 
early twentieth century depot. Constructed i n  1912 o f  red b r f  ck, t h i s  handsome 
structure has a steeply pitched red tile gable roof and e x h i b i t s  the  subt le  
influence of  the Jacobethan Revival. 

ELABORATION 

Completed i n  November of 1912, the Lonoke Depot f s typical of depots constructed 
throughout  Arkansas early i n  the Wenti  eth century. Whj le many such depots no 
longer e x i s t ,  t h i s  refined structure remains a focal p o i n t  o f  downtown Lonoke. 
Though sirniljar t o  the Rack Island Depot In Fordyce, Dallas County, t he  Lonoke 
Depot predates fordyce by thi,yteen years., Located on the south r l d e  of the  
railroad t h a t  in tersects  the downtown. fm east to west, i t  i s  sl'tuated on a 
80 x 300 f o o t  t r ac t  o f  1 and t o  t h e  west o f  Center Street. The bui ld ing faces 
n o r t h  and i s  located across the street from the  s i t e  o f  the 1899 frame depot. 

The depot i s  a one-story red brick structure with a fed tile-covered steepfy- 
pitched gable r o o f .  The gable end on the eas t  and west elevations are  stepped 
and pro jec t  above the roof, thus creating a parapet t h a t  1s finished w f  th. cas t  
stone coping. The building i s  28 x 100 feet and consists s f  three dfs t tnc t  
sections - a large 28 x 20 foo t  shlpping area, an off7ce area and a passanger 
area. 'The depot has a concrete foundation and f u l l  basement. A stngle b r i c k  
chimney w i t h  a c a s t  stone cap pierces..the west end of the roof ridge. Windornrs 
throughout the building are double-hung wlth vertical l i g h t s  in the upper sash 
and cast  stone,sillsl , . .  . . . . + .  - .  

The north elevat ion features a central three-si ded telegrapher ' s bay t h a t  pierces 
the slope o f  the roof, terminating with  a gabled darner, i n  front of which a low 
crenellated parapet echos the lines o f  the bay projection. Both .the dower 
and parapet are finished w i t h  cast stone coping. The nor th  slope o f  the  roof 
extends beyond the wall, creating a protect ive overhang. The section to  the 
r i g h t  o f  the  telegrapher's o f f i c e  i s  devoted t o  shipping,  with a stngle double- 
hung window flanked t o  the left by a door and t o  the r i g h t  by a s l i d i n g  door. 
The larger section t o  the l e f t  of the  bay pro ject ion has a p a i r  o f  windows f lanked 
on e i ther  s i d e  by a door and window. The wood doors have single-light upper sash . 
and transoms. Windaws on this elevation are a l  1 four-over-one. 

The south street facade has a gabled projection directly opposite the projection 
on the north elevation. Two small double-hung windows are aligned w i t h  the heads 
o f  three p z i r  o f  windows to the r i g h t  of the pro jec t ion.  Three fixed windows 
detail the gable end. Two small wfndawr and a freight door qre located t o  t he  
l e f t ,  .. . 

The east  end elevation has a four-over-one window flanked an eRher stde by a 
narrow two-over-one window, A cast  stone plaque In the gable end t s  enc 
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with "Lortoke" and a painted "Rock Island" s i g n  i s  located a t  the nor th  corner. The 
w e s t  elevation i s  ident ica l  to the east ,  wi th  the exception t h a t  the three 
windows are f ixed. 

The i n t e r i o r  has a large wai t ing  area and f re ight  area which are separated by 
offices. Walls are exposed b r i  ck and the cei 1 i ngs are plastered. Pressed grani t e  
floors are laid in decorat ive patterns. Doors a re  paneled wood w i t h  transoms. 
Original lighting and steam heat uni ts  are i n t a c t .  

The or ig ina l  ~ a i 3  post, which trains used t o  detach mail bags, i s  in place 
along side a look-out tower atop  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  



8. Significance 

Period 
-- prehistoric 
- 140b1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 160Et1699 

1?0&1799 
-- 1800-1 899 
3- 1 9 0 6  

Areas aS Signilicancsl-Check and justify below 
- . archeclogy-prehistoric . - community planning -. . landscape architecture -- religion 

archeology-historic - - conservation .. law science 

-- agriculture _ ,, economics -- . literature . .-a sculptun 
-2 architecture education -. military ., - social/ 

- art - engineering -_- music humanitarian 
- commerce . -- exploration;settlemenl -- phHosophy -- theater 
-., . communications industry X . - _ politicogovernment - transportation 

- inventlon . , - other (specify) 
.. - . . . ..._-.-A_. . _+__ - - _  

Specific drtsr 7 9 12  Builderidrehitee t known 
- _ __ _. -. _ . -. . - - - - , _ .,_._ .-. - -.. .. -.... - - -_-_ --.-- 

Statement of Significance (In on* paragraph) 

SUMMARY. < 

The Rock Is1 and Depot has served t h i  s central Arkansas agri cultural comuni ty 
for seventy-two years. For most of these years i t  has 'been the c m e r c i  a1 
and economi c center o f  a c t i  v i  ty f o r  h o k e  and Lonoke County. Constructed 
i n  1912 a t  a c o s t  o f  $26,000, the  building rep1 aced an earl ier depot which 
had been constructed i n  1899 to serve t r a f f i c  along t h j s  Memphis to.Litt1e . 

Rock 'tine. Cotton,'rice,-flduk; soybeans,'timbbr';'and other c~mnodities 
were shipped on the' Rock Island - .  I ine. f+om the Lonoke, 'depot. . .( ; c  1 I 1 . - . 1  . ' I  

ELABORATION 

The c i  t y  of Lonoke i s  one whose h i s  t o r y  i s  directly re1 ated t o  rai 1 road 
transportation. The ori g i n a l  Memphis t o  L i t t l e  Rock R a i  3 road went through 
Brownsvil le which was located a few miles n o r t h  of the present town of 
Lonoke. Federal troops destroyed the tracks during the C i  v i  1 War and they 
were l a t e r  relocated i n  present day Lonoke. The comnerciat district 
developed on either side o f  the tracks;  one side.being.designated North 
Fron t  Street and one' si de referred t b  a$ 'Soutrj' F'rdnt: 

~ c c o r d i n g  to local newspaper accounts announdng t h e  construction o f  the 1912 
f a c i  1 ity, "The bui lding ui 11 be o f  pressed br i ck  and f i re proof m a t e r i a l  , ,. 
and w i  11 have evdy  convenience tha t  goes to make up one of t h e  'best 
buildings on the l ine."  The building tha t  T. B. D a v i s  and his building crew 
constructed a p t l y  f i t  t h i s  -description. 

The Rock Island Depot has catered not only t o  the  freight and passenger 
needs o f  the ci t izens o f  the county, but has a l s o  been the hub for  a grea t  
deal o f  pol i t i ca l  a c t i v i t y .  Governors (Ben Laney, S i  d McMath, O r v i  1 l e  Faubus , 
and Winthrop Rockefeller) , Senators (John McClel lan and W. J. Fu lbr igh t )  , and 
local p o l i t i c i a n s  have a1 1 made speeches from trains stopped a t  the depot. As 
was the case i n  a l l  smal l  American towns, soldierr serving during World War 
I I and the Korean conflict departed from the depot. News of' the3 r later 
status was also f i  1 tered through the depot as i t was the s i t e  of the local 
te legram service. 

The Rock Island Depot i n  Lonake ceased to function as an act ive  depot some years 
ago. Its transferrance t o  the c i t y  for use by the local historf caF society 
i nsu res  t h a t  the building's service t o  She comuni ty w i  11 continue. 
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9. Major Biblioasaphical Reference& 
1973  Lonoke County C e n t e n n i a l  Document c o m p i l e d  by Mrs. Don S j o s t r a n d  and 
Mrs. James B. Abraham. 
Lortoke Democra t ,  March 7, 1912,  p g .  1. 

10. Geosraphical Data 
Aercags of nominated property e5 t h  a n 0 ne 
bumdrangk name I n n n ft a 4 r k .  

*1lL5] 1 6 1 0 ~ 0 ( 5 ~ 9 ~ 0 1  1318pk914$,01 
fon t  Eaating Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

. 1 . -  

B,J , I  I . i  1 . 1  I . , . I , ,  , , 
Zone Easning Northing 

Ymrbrl bound. y deserfptlon and justiCJtatian , , - . I .  ..I 
Parcel o f  l a n d  i n t e r s e c t i n g  M i s s o u r i  P a c i f i c  R a i l  road [Rock I s l a n d )  main t r a c k  
f r o m  C e n t e r  t o  Depot Stre.et, a d j a c e n t  t o  H i g h w a y  7r3, containing 24,000 s q .  f e e t  
~PF&~~F~&. b u i l d i n g ,  Rock -- I s l a n d  Depot,  measur ing  28 x10b fe 'e t  on a con- 
List all states and counllms for propartias overlapping slate ar county boundaries 

st* M / A  code county 
-- 

code 

code eountv code 

1 I. Form P r e ~ a r e d  BY 
namettitla Charles D, Curnrnings, E x e c u t i v e  ~ i r e c i o r  ( e d .  by  AHPP s t a f f )  

organIration Central Ark. P l a n .  & D e v .  D i s t .  date A u g u s t  30, 7984 

112 N.E. F r o n t  St. 3 7 4 - 4 6 6 9  street & numhr lelep hone .. I . . . . .  -- 

cltyortown L O R ~  k e  stale Arkansas  

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance al this property within the state is: 

- nationall -- stale X - lacal - 

- I . . ' '  

As the dssignaf ed ~ l d k  ~istorld ~wstruatloh a~i&&';dr the karibrral ~4sto~ic'~rkservatlon Act of 1966 [Pubtic Law 8% 
665), li hereby nominate this property for lncluslon in the National Rqister and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo 

State Mstorlc Prasewation Otltcer stgnature 
. ,  . 

t't'd S t a t e  Historic P r e s e r v a t i o n  Off i cer  t 8- -(* 
For HPS u w  only 

I hereby certify that this property Is Indudad In ths Nllonal Raglstw I . ' . . L .  . 

date 

K m  of tbe National Regist81 

A?t€&: date 
Chief of Registration 





Rock Island Depdt 

Lonoke Co., Ark. 
USGS Quad, - Lonoke, Ark. . 
Scale: 1:24000 

UTM Reference 

15 600590/3849430 


