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1. Name 

U n o k e  County Courthouse 

and/or common 

street & number North Center Street N !  not for publication 

dtv. town L ~ n ~ k e  u vicinity 0 3  congressionaF district Second 

state Arkansas code 05 county Lonake code 085 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district -X- public -L occupied - agriculture museum 
-8- building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
s i t e  Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment - religious 
o b j e c t  - in process yes: restricted JL government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
n o  - military - other: 

4. Owner of WLoperty 

name Conoke County 
I 

street s number P o s t  Office Box 431 

citv,town L o n ~ k e  R1.L viernity of state Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, atc, Circu i t  Clerk" o f f i ce  

street % number Lonoke County Courthouse 

city, town Lonoke state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Arkanszs H i s t o r i c  Preservation Program 

title county c D U r w s p  Survev X has this property been determined elegibfe? - yes - no 
" 

date 1976 - federal state - county - local - 
depository for survey records Arkans as H i  s t o r i  c P r e s e ~ a J  "i on Proqrarn 

city, town ti t t l e  Flock state Arkansas 



Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -X_ original site 
2- good - ruins 2 altered - moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

- . .- 

Describe the present and original [if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Typical o f  the  s i t i n g  o f  Arkansas courthouses, the  Lonoke County Courthouse i s  s e t  back 
on the  well manicured grounds of the t r ad i t iona l  courthouse square where i t  exerts an 
appropriately monumental presence in the surrounding comuni t y  . Bui I t  in 4928, the 
four s t o r y  symmetrical br ick  structure with f u l l  basement, lofty parapet and cast stone 
de t a i l s  i s  the  work o f  L i t t l e  Rock a r c h i t e c t  H, Ray Burks. The archi tect  drew f r o m  
several s ty1  i s  t i c  phases t o  create t h i s  eminently Neo-Cl assical building whose d e t a i l s  
comfortably combine t h e  vocabulary o f  Classicism w i t h  the  decorat ive spirit of .the 
twenties. Here, Classical scale  and proportions, a colossal D o r i c  order and a 
Georgi an inspired principal  entrance complement gemetri ca l l  y des i gned c a s t  stone panels 
and deco ra t i ve  brickwork t o  contribute t o  the c rea t i on  of a "modern" county courthouse 
building. 

The seven-bay prihcipal (west )  facade of the Lonoke County Courthouse i s  t h e  most 
impressive o f  the b u i l d i n g 3  e leva t ions ,  successfulTy conveying t he  arch i tec tu ra l  
eminence of the courthouse as a pub1 i c  building type. The  bui ld ing i s  ra ised above 
grade on i t s  basement story wi th  cas t  stone banding de f in ing  thc g r ~ u n d  f loor  from the 
f i r s t  f l oo r  and a heavy cast  stone base encirc l ing the bu i ld ing  a t  grade level .  This 
arrangement contributes t o  t he  monumental i t y  o f  t h e  structure. The corner bays o f  t he  
p r i n c i p a l  elevation both anchor the facade and frame the C l  assically-deri ved p o r t i c o  
t h a t  art iculates  the bui ld ing 's  principal entrance. Each o f  the  corner bays f ea tu res  
pai rs o f  two-s tory tall , narrow round-arched openi ngs cons s t i  ng of s i  x-over-si  x doubl e- 
hung  w i  ndows a t  f i r s t  -floor level and six-over-three windows w i  t h  semi circular transoms 
i n  the second f l o o r  elevation.  A cas t  stone mou ld ing  w i t h  ar t i cu la ted  s t i l l  defines 
the entire windcw element and cas t  stone panelsof  a geometric design fea tur ing a 
d l  amond shape imposed on a background of receding rectangl es differentiate the  f i r s t  
and second f loors .  Decorative br ickwork f i  11s t he  narrow space between t h e  two ver t i ca l  
oepnings . The brick veneer t h a t  f lanks these central  elements projects s l  igh t ly  further 
accentuat ing t he .  corner bays w i t h  thei  r p i  1 as ter-1 i ke appearance. These "pi  1 asters " 
have c a s t  stone bases and carry a paneled f r i e z e .  A series of two concrete panels , one 
visually dropping from the other, t h a t  terminate i n  a pendant drape f r o m  t h e  entablature 
t o  embellish t h e  pilasters. Two nine-light windows in heavy c a s t  stone surrounds 
penetrate t h e  ground f l o o r  facade of the corner bays. 

The vert ical  rhythm es tab1 i shed by the  a r t i cu l a t i on  of the corner bays i s  echoed i n the 
courthouse k ffi ve-bay portico. Composed of four freestanding and two engaged two-story 
t a l l  columns derived from the Doric order,  the port ico provides a dramat ic  entrance 
t o  the courthouse. A s imple  cas t  stone balustrade runs between the columns she1 ter i  ng 
the narrow e n t r y  porch. The courthouse 's central ly s i tua ted  p r i  n c i  pal en t rance i s a 
focal p o i n t  in t h i s  formative facade.  A range of cas t  stone steps, s l i g h t l y  wider than 
the b u i l d i n g ' s  center  bay, leads t o  the  Roman-arched double-leaf entrance w i  t h  fan1 i ght  
transom. Cast stone moul d i n g  w i  t h  geome tri  c re1 j e f  design and cartouche decorated key- 
stone emphasize t he  principal  entrance and beveled glass panels i n  an "art deco" design 
cmpr i  se the entry doors. Di rectl  y above the p r i  nci pa 1 entrance a f 1 oor- to-cei l i ng 
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h e i g h t  Roman-arched window set behind a C lass ica l  ly d e t a i l e d  balcony, l e s s  than one 
bay i n  width,  enhances t he  center a x i s  of t he  facade, Th is  second f l o o r  window, 
reminscent of Georgian R e v i v a l  s t y l e  fenestration,  i s  comprised of two sets of ten-by- 
t e n  casements surmaun ted by f o u r  s ta t ionary  e igh t - ]  i g h t  panels and capped w i t h  a mu1 t i  - 
1 ight transom. Fenestration of the second floor o f  the  remaining four  bays i n  t h e  
principal  facade repeat  t h i s  ambitious design w h i l e  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  fenestration is 
composed of p a i r s  of rectangular s i x -ove r -s i x  windows. Decorat ive c a s t  stone panels 
w i t h  a fo1 i a t e d  des ign separate t he  f i r s t  and secand s to ry  windows b u t  stretcher b r i c k s  
defining the 1 ine of t he  Roman-arched window openings make each bay k fenestrat ion read 
as a complete, vertical u n i t .  Ground floor windows correspond t o  the  des ign  o f  the 
f i r s t  floor rectangular windows and e x h i b i t  the same c a s t  stone surrounds that appear 
i n  t he  lower windows of t h e  corner bays. 

The so l id  anchoring corners and t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  voids of the colossal p o r t i c o  a r e  uni ted  
by t h e  paneled c a s t  stone f r i e z e  t h a t  w raps  around t h r e e  s ides of the  building. The 
words "Lonoke County Courthouse" appear i n  re1  i e f  i n  t he  t h r e e  center bays of t he  
f r i e z e .  Above the fr ieze,  the buSlding's deep brick parapet wall w i t h  cast stone c o p i n g  
terminates the  f ron t  elevation.  Again, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  entrance i s  emphasized by the 
design of the p a r a p e t  which breaks t o  form a segmental-arched pediment a t  the center 
a x i s  of t h e  buj l d i n g .  Th i s  pediment i s  embel l ished w i t h  a cast  stone cartouche bearing 
t he  b u i l d i n g "  1928 cons t ruc t i on  da te  i n  r e l i e f .  

The s i d e  ( n o r t h  and south)e levat ions o f  t he  courthouse are  i d e n t i c a l .  B o t h  are three- 
bay cowposi t i o n s  w i  t h  the central  bay projecting t o  a r t i cu l a t e  secondary entrances t o  
the b u i l d i n g .  Each entrance i s  s e t  back under a Roman-arched opening f l a n k e d  by Dor ic  
columns c a r r y i n g  an ~nembell i s  hed cast stone entablature from which the arch springs. 
Decorative brickwork outlines the t o p  o f  t h e  cornice l i n e  and fol lows t h e  prof i l e  of 
the arch.  A cartouche ar t iculates  t h e  keystone of the arch and extends upward t o  
penetrate t he  pa rape t  o f  t h e  projecting entrance, another arch which sweeps upward t o  
create a rectilinear corner. Add i t i ona l  decorative br ickwork embellishes t h e  f r o n t  
of t h i s  p a r a p e t  w a l l .  This  central  bay a l s o  a r t i c u l a t e s  t he  interior vertical ci r -  
culat ion core w i t h  i t s  two upper s t o r i e s  p r o j e c t i n g  from the  mass of the b u i l d i n g  
but n o t  extending as f a r  forward as the entrance. Two windows 1 i g h t  t he  stair corridor. 
Th i s  bay te rmina tes  i n  a parapet  wi th  central  stepped gable and cross-shaped c a s t  
stone panel . 
The end bays o f  the side elevations f e a t u r e  a distinctive so? i d / v o i d  p a t t e r n  fomed by 
the  ver t i ca l  rhythm of b r i c k  w a l l  and fenes t ra t ion.  Each corner bay conta ins  two 
ver t ica l  openings w i t h  nine-1 i g h t  windows i n  the  f i r s t  and secand floors and s i x -  
l i g h t  windows i n  the a t t i c  story. Cast stone surrounds de f ine  the v e r t i c a l  openings 
w i t h  panels appear ing between the f i r s t  and second s t o r y  and a t t i c  windows. The panels 
below t h e  a t t i c  windows are exuberantly decorated w i t h  art deco motifs. Decorative 
brickwork forming a s t r i n g  of diamond shapes appears i n  the wall between t h e  windows. As 
on the  principal facade, t h e  paneled f r i e z e  and parapet wall cap t he  side elevat ions .  
On t he  sides of t he  building, hovtever, t he  parapet wall i s  embellished wi th  c a s t  s tone  
panels and breaks and rises on center  a x i s .  
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The r e a r  ( ea s t )  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  Lonoke County Courthouse i s  t h e  least distinguished 
of the building's elevations and t he  on ly  one t h a t  has been al tered.  Two projecting 
corner bays correspond closely t o  t h e  design of t he  front e l eva t i on ' s  corner bays. 
The r ea r  bays lack t he  cast stone panels and lower f r i e z e  t h a t  are  featured on t h e  
front o f  the building. Similarly, t h e  recessed f i v e  bays o f  the real e l e v a t i o n  exhibi t  
the same fenest ra t ion o f  rectangular windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  and Roman-arched windows 
on t h e  second f loor  as appear on t he  principal facade, but  cast stone panels and frieze 
are a b s e n t  here.  The rear entrance to t h e  b u i l d i n g  has been clpsed of f  with b r i c k .  Only 
i t s  fan1  ight transom remains i n t a c t  over  a small window. 

In plan, the Lonoke County Courthouse i s  quite straightfovnsrd wi th  central foyers, 
double-loaded corridors, and nor th  and south stair corridors. Very few changes have 
taken place w i t h i n  t h e  s t ruc tu re  s i n c e  i t s  construct ion. A1 though the design of the  
i n t e r i o r  does n o t  f e a t u r e  the l ive ly  a r t  deco e l m e n t s  t h a t  enrich t h e  exterior, the 
entrance foyer and f i r s t  f l o o r  ha1 lways are r ichly ,  somewhat Classical ly , ar t i cu la ted .  
Cerni ce moul d i n g s  , panel i ng and Roman-arched woodwork are featured above a marble 
wainscot. The entrance foyer i s  a l s o  enriched wi th  a polychromed t i l e  f looring.  The 
ground and f i r s t  f loors o f  the bui 1 ding contain o f f i c e  space and t h e  C i r c u i t  Courtroom, 
which was renovated i n  1978, occupies most o f  the second f loor .  The County J a i l  which 
was or ig ina l ly  located on t h e  a t t i c  f loor  sf the Courthouse was relocated i n  1973 and 
t h i s  space remains unoccupied. 
















