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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHf  CK ONE 

DESCRIBE THE PPESfNf AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE I 
Tl?e >!ariama Elks Club sits on the Pfinges of the l-!ariaha business 2 i z t r i c t -  It 
was constructed in 1911 by S .  A. Keady, zt local builder. The building was eoarmis- 
sioned by the Benevolent and Protective Order of E l k s  as a meting place, The bricks 
used in its construct ion were those t h a t  remained from the paving of the s t r e e t s  sur- 
rounding the city square, The horizontal massing, window placement, and design of 
the stained glass work is reflective of the beginning of the Modem period in 
Rrkansas. 

The irregularly shaped structure has a central entrance with a coGered porch, The- 
porch is support& by two-outer brick posts and t w o  M e r  Doric columns. The 
culwnns support a sirn3le pedirmnt which is s e t  5ack from the roof line, Under the 
outer  windows on the second storey of the front (north) facade are t w o  iron balconies. 
On the east s ide  of the building is a one-storey wing whose r m f  supports a balcony. 
The balcony can be entered from the second storey ballroom #rough French doors. 
The one storey wing is used as office space by the Mariama Chamber of Commerce. 
The space housed the Marianna P ~ b l i ~  L i b r a r y  before it moved to a larger space in 
t h e  building. i 
As one enters t h e  Elks C l u b  building, ope is impressed with the oak woodwork which 
remains unaltered. O n  either side of the entry (east and west.) are t w o  large areas e I 
which resemble parlors. These areas were used as sitting robs. The space on the 
w e s t  side of the building is now t%e library. Some s l i g h t  alterations were made 
here. The o2en space which is bowhaea on either side by oak Doric columns was 
closed off  w i t h  paneling for the library. 1 

. - 
From the first storey one m y  ascend the great staircase to the ballroom-on-the 
second floor.  On t h e  landing-of t he  staircase the width of the south wall is f i l l e d  
with beaut if.^^ s ta ined  glass windows which depict the  elk, t h e  e m b l e m  of the B W E .  
The balli-oom'comprises the entire second floor of the bciild5ng. The r o o m  has its 
original oak f loor ing.  The -11s rest on a rafsed platfarm- The c e i l i n g  of the. 
ballroom 5.5 z~cented by the lovely oak beams which are partially exposed. 

The structure has a baser~ent kitche3- The mom has concrete piers. There are w i n -  
dows located near the ceiling. 

The buildir,g desXgned with ample l a rge  o w n  spaces has proved to be t h e  ,prfect 
place fo r  the c i t i z e n s  of Fs;axfanr,a an6 L e e  County to conduct i n r p r t a n t  functions 
of a varied ~ature. 
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STATEMENT OF SlGNlFlCANCE 

The E l k s  C l u b  i n  Marianna is an architecturally significant structure which has 1 
played a key role in t h e  social activities of the small tom.  The building is i 

a horizentally massed structure w i t h  wide bracketed overhangs. Window place- 1 
ment and stained glass wark & reminiscent of the work of Frank Llayd Wright 
in this period. The building reflects t he  beginning of the period o f  modern 

, - .-. . .. . . . , . . . . .: - . - .  >I- ' . . .. . 
architectuxe in Arkansas. 

This red brick structure was b u i l t  in 1911 by the  Benevolent and Protective 
order 05 E l k s ,  Lodge number 1178, to s e n e  as a meeting house for the ir  activ- 
i t ies .  To lower the costs of construction, the  E l k s  acquired from the city of 
Marianna the surplus bricks which remined following the  paving. of those streets 
surrounding the cour t  square, 

X n  1934, due to a lack of funds, the E l k s  w e r e  forced to place the p r o p e w  on 
the market. The Marianna Civ5c Club stepped in at this time and offered to pzy 
off the mortgage if the building would be turned into a community center. In . 
order to obtain the necessary money for this venture,  the Library which was in 
another building at this time, agreed to sell their  present building and con- 
t r ibute the mney ko'the purchase of the E l k s  C l u b ,  if they  would be granted 
a rendfree space in the new building. Thus, in February of 1934, the C i t y  of -. . . 
Mariama was i s sued a warranty deed f r o m  the t rus tees  of the Elks C l c b .  

. . 
The Marianna civic Club's wish that the building be used as a cornunity cdr1fer' ' 

has been f i l l e d  many t imes  wer, Under the t i t l e  of the Marianna Communit l t  
Rouse, this structure has been the site of m n y  dances, corrmunity suppers, scout 
meetings, dancing classes, fund raising drives, s ta te  Studerrt C a m - x i 1  meetings, 
and school oriented functions. In the 1930's the  building was often the s e t t i n g  
for birthzay parties E c s  local children. The Lions C l u b ,  whose charter dates 
f r o m  1949, has held every one of the ir  meetings in t h i s  building, as has the 
Rotary Club which recent ly celebrated i t s  fiftieth anniversary. In the  194P's 
a f e w  Chinese weddings even took place in the upstairs ballroom, as there were 
no Bhuddist temples in this area. In the early 1960's when Lee County was 
attempting to interest industry to locate in t h e  area, a local labor survey was 
undertdkenrand t h i g  structure served as the central. reporting station for those 
who wished to express t h e i r  desire to be included in a factory labor force, 

In recent years, as  race. relations in Lee County have stabilized, the Community 
House or E l k s  C l u b  has truly come to serve all of the citizens of Marianna. 
Black fraternitieq such as alpha Phi Alpha as w e l l  as white high school-level 
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fraternities, use the building far many of t h e i r  socia l  func t ions .  The building 
has often served as a temporary home for church congregations and is often used 
for church related banquets. 

The Elks C I S  is often used to house pol ik ica l  rallies and campaign func t ions .  
Many prominent Arkansas politicians have spoken to audiences in the building; 
persons associated with national groups, such as Ben Hooks of the Nat iona l  
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, have also spoken to audiences 
in the building. 

The Elks Clu5 continues to serve t h e  people of Lee County and Marianna as w e l l  
today as it has in t h e  past. 
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTMES PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE. LOCAL 

As the designated State H~stor~c  Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of t 9 86 (Public Law 8 9-665). 1 
hereby nominate this propeny for inclusion in the National Registw and certify a k r d i n g  to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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State 3Iistorie Preservation Officer 1 4/19/79 
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