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1. #me of Property 
------------------+----+--+--------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
historic nane:  Lafavette County  C c u r t h o u s e  

o ther  name/site n u m e r :  N/A 

--------.---------------------------------------------------------------- ---------+-------------------------------------------------------------- 

2 .  Location 
.*----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

street & number: Sqcare icrmed by Third, S ~ r u c e ,  F o u r t h ,  and  Maple Sts. 

n c t  f o r  publication: N / A  

c i t y / t o w n  : L e s : i s v i  l l e  v i c i c i t y :  N/A 

state: c o u n t y :  L a f a v e t t e  code: AR 0?3 z i p  code: 7 1 U 4 5  

+----------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

- 3 .  Classification ------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ownership of P r c p e r t y :  Public-loch1 

C a t e g o r y  of 2 ~ o p e r t y :  5 u i J . d i n q  

N ~ m t b e r  of Res~urces w i t h i n  P rope r ty :  

2 b u i l d i n g s  
1 sites -- 

s t r u z t u r e s  
o b j e c t s  

3 T o t a l  

Nurber  of  contributing resources previously listed in the  National 
Register: N/A 

Name of  relazed multiple prope r ty  listing: N / A  



---__-----------------------------------------------------+------ 
______________-I----------------------------------------------------L--- 

4 .  StateiFederal  Agency Certification 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ ................................................................... 
4s the des igna t ed  a u t h o r i t y  under  the National Historic Preservation A c t  

i f  1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  X nomination 
teq l les t  f o r  determination of eligibility meets t h e  documentation 
standards for registering i n - t h e  N a t i o n a l  Regis ter  of 
E i s t o r i c  Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
s e t  f o r t h  in 3 6  CF3 ? a r t  60.  In my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  X meets 
- does n o t  meet t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register C r i t e r i a .  See cont i m a t  i o n  

Arkansas  Y i s t o r i c  Preservation Proqram 
S t a t e  cr Federal agency  and bureau 

I n  my opin ion ,  t h e  p rope r ty  meets does not meet t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet, 

Signazure  cf commenti2g or other o f f i c i a l  Date  

State o r  F e d e r a l  ageccy and bureau  

------------------------------------------------------------------------ ........................................................................ 
r 

i . National Park Service C e r t i f  i ea t ion  ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------+-- 

-, 

I ,  he reby  c e r t i f y  that this prope r ty  i s :  

- e n t e r e d  in t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register  - See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 
de te rmined  eligible for t h e  
Nazional Register 
- See c o n t i n u a z i o n  sheet.  

- determired not eligible for the 
N a t i o n a l  Register 

- rem3ved from the K a t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  

- o t h e r  (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Accian 

6 .  Function or U s e  

His to r i c :  G o v e r n m e ~ t  S u b :  Courthouse 

-- 

C u r r e n t  : Government Sub: C o u r t h o u s e  



I__------LIIL----------------------------------------------------------- 
__+_--_--------_-------------------------------------------------------- 

7 .  Description ------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Architectural C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

qrt Deco 

Other Description: N/A 

Materials: f o u n d a t i o n  Brick roof Asohalt 
wails Brick other 

Describe presen t  and h i s t o r i c  physical appearance. X See continuation 
sheet.  

-------------------------------------+---------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------+---------------------- 

8. Statement of Significance 
------------------------------------------+--------------------------+-- -----------------------------------------+-------+---------------------- 

C e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l  has considered t h e  significance of this ? r o p e r t y  in 
relation to o t h e r  properties: Local  

Applicable National Regis ter  C r i t e r i z :  C 

Cr i t e r i a  Considerations (Exceptions) : 

A r e a s  of Significance: A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Period(s) of Significance: 1940-1942  

Significant Dates: N/A 

Significant P e r s o n  ( s )  : N/A 

C u l t u r a l  Affiliation: N / A  

Architect/Builder: Clippard & Vauqht 

Sta te  significance of proper ty ,  a n d  j u s t i f y  c r i t e r i a ,  c r i t e r i a  
considera~ions, and areas and periods ~f significance noted above. 
X See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. - 



----~===------~======================~~================================= 
9 .  Major Bibliographical References __-__---------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------ - -- 

X - See continuation shee t .  

Previous documentation on f i l e  (N?S) : 

- preliminary determination of  individual l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 6 7 )  has  been 
r e q u e s t e d .  

- previously listed i n  t h e  National Regls ter  
- previously determined eligible by the Nati~nal Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American B u i l d i n g s  Survey # - recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Engineering Record # 

P r i m a r y  Location of Additional Data: 

X S t a t e  h i s t o r i c  preservation office 
- Other state agency 
- Federzl agency 
- Local governren t  
- U n i v e r s i t y  
- Other  -- Spec i fy  Repository: 

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
I " 0 .  Geographical Data 

---------------+----------------+--------------------------------------- -----------------------------+------------------------------------------ 

-Acreage cf ? r o p e r t y :  appro xi mat el‘^ fcur 

UTM References: Zone E a s t i n g  N o r t h i n g  Zone Easting N o r t h i n g  

- See c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee t .  

VerSz1 Boundary Description: - See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 

Beginning at t h e  NE corner of t h e  i n t .  0 5  Third and Spruce Sts.; proceed 
n o r t h  a long  the e a s t e r n  curblinc of Spruce St. t~ the SE corner o f  t h e  i n t .  
of Four th  and Spruce Sts.; thence  proceed east  along the sou the rn  curbline of  
F o u r t h  St. to the SW c o r n e r  of F o u r t h  and Yaple Sts.; thence  proceed s o - ~ t h  
along the wes tern  curbline of Maple St. t o  the NW corner  of the int. of T h i r d  
and Maple S t s . ;  thence proceed west a l o n g  the nor thern  curbline of T h i r d  St. 
to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation s h e e t .  

T h i s  boundary  encompasses t h e  e n t i r e  courthouse square which includes t h e  
; ~ i s t o r i c  c o u r t h o u s e  and the su r round ing  associated property as well a s  the 
, ~ o n c o n t r i b u t i n q  jail, log s t r u c t u r e ,  and cemetery. 



-----__-------------------*----------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
11. Fom Prepared By 
======================================================================== 

N a r n e / T i t l e :  P a t r i c k  Z o l l n e r ,  N a t i o n a l  Reqister Historian 

rdrganization:Arkansas H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Proqram Date:01/15/93 

Street & Nurnber:323 C e n t e r ,  1 6 0 0  Tower B l d q .  Telephone:(501) 3 2 4 - 9 8 8 0  

C i t y  o r  Town: L i t t l e  Rock Sta te :&  ZIP: 7 2 2 0 1  
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Summary 

The Larayetle County Courthouse is a two-story buff-brick government building with a full basement. Constructed 
from 1940-1942 as a WPA project, the camhouse reflects ahe MTA% interpretation of the An I&o style of 
architecture. A ziggurat effec~ is employed in b e  basically rectangular plan and consisls of two one-story 
projections. two t w s t o r y  projections, and the main NO-story cocourtrmm block. As was typical with this courthouse 
typ.  the m f s  are flat behind parapt?, and the ornamentation is rnjnimal. The interior features marble wainscoting, 
w d  door moldings, and a c o w o o m  wirh. the judge's k n c h  positioned along the long wall of the rectangular room 
as opposed to thc more common m g c r n e n r  along the shon wall. The Lafayetre County Courthouse is loca~cd in 
b i s v i t l e  on a square formed by Third, Spruce, Founh, and Maplc Streets. There are two noncontributing structures 
on the square: a jail M i n d  the courthouse that, though originally conslrwcted at the rime of the cornhouse, has been 
dtcrcd and expanded and a c. 1830 log smcture lhar was moved lo the square in 1968. A cemetery dating to 1860 
is Imtcd on b e  astern sidc of the square. Although possessing historic integrity, the cernctery dcres not conwibute 
to the c m n t  wunhow's period of significance, The cowhouse is in exccllenr condition and has k e n  vinually 
unalkrcd since construction. 

Elaboration 

Construcred from 1940-1942 as a WPA project, rhe tafayette Coun~y Courthouse is a two-slmy buff-bsick 
government building with a full basement. l l e  counhouse reflccts the JVPA's inlerpretation of the Art Dcco stylc, 
and the mosl disringuishable characteristic of that style is seen in rhe ziggural effect employed in thc hasicalIy 
seclangular plan, Thc main two-story bIwk is flanked by two shoncr IW-story sechans with two me-story scctions 
projccdng from Lhe front elcvauon The roofs of each section are flat wilh parapets, and lthcrc is a large extcrior 
chimncy at !he rear, 

The front, or southern. elevation is accessed by three tiers of concrete steps Ica&ng up m a large stoop bctween the 
two Ranking one-story projections. A central double-leaf entrance is sIightly messed khind a monumental. q~ical  
Art Deco concrete door surround with "LaTalme County Court House" inmibod above in conventiona1 lettering. 
Above the doublc-leaf doors (which are aluminum-framc rcplaments). rhe large m w m  is decorated by a 
geometric-patrerned metal screen. The main two-story block is divided bra five window bays. The three center bays 
have both fust and second story windows surrounded by a decorative band of reclangular reliefs wirh the same motif 
applied to the space ktween lthe upper and lower windows, Because of the central enuance, there are four first-story 
windows and five second-storq' windows. The lower-sto~ windows are dl of the same type: m e t a l - h e ,  two-panc 
cwrncnt window with a stationary rectangular pane {transom) abovc and a lower auning single-pane (of the samc 
dimensions as W transom). The upper-story windows in the three center bays are long, mca-framed windows 
consisting of seven three-pane sections (the wer two panes are v e y  narrow) uith every other section containing 
a cenzes awning pane. The two outer windows are of the same basic sash type but are nmoww due to the deletion 
of h e  mo small flanking panes on each section. 

Both one-story projections have a window facing inward (east and w a r  respectively) hat  is identical lo b e  k t - s t q  
windows on the main block. Atthough the southern elevations of h e  two projections are blank, the cenval prlions 
of each are adorned with two verlical bands of rectangular reliefs urih a single squan: relief positioned in h!wccn 
near the rmf coping. A horizontal band of vertical bricks extends across ?he mp of both seclions just bclaw the 
squm relied. A h v e  the one-aery projections on the souhrn elevation are the nwo shorter, two-smry sections. 

- - 
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Each =don contains a single, cenmlly pJaced msom/casemcnt/awning window facing sourh. 

The western elevarion is compmd of h e  one-story projection to thc south and the shorter, flanking two S I O ~  

seclicm. Atso visible frm this elevation is she upper podon of the main two-story b h k .  It i s  not, however, 
fenesmled or otherwise defined. Thc single-story section at the southern end of thc tlcvatfon contains a single, 
cenmdlp placed window of the EransornlcaremenVawning type previously descriM. There are also two 
syrnmeaically arranged, partially above-ground baseman windows h~ are mctal-framed and of one-over-one 
configuralion with a lower pane that opcns awning-scyle. AU ol the basement windows on this elevation are 
idcn~icd. 

To the n o d ,  the two-story section on the wcstem elevation is divided into tow distinct bays. Thc southcmrnost bay 
conlains a single basement window, a pair of casemenrJa~ning windows (without the transom) on Lhc first SUIT, and 
a single uansom/casemant,awning window on the sccond slory. The next bay to Lhe north fearurcs a double-leaf 
enaance with a monumend concrete door surround thaL shough of smaller scale, is similar lo tfie envance sumund 
on the front elevation. There is no insctiptjon on this surround nor a transom; however, a narrow band ahovc the 
doors is decorated w i h  a decidedly An Deoo motif OF chevrons, lozenges, and sunbursts, Atmve the entrance 
sumund, thc first to second-stgr stairwell is illuminated by a long rectangular metal-framed window of six khree- 

I pane seclions wilh every oher senion containing a center awning panc (a in the similar front elevation windows, 
the two outer panes are very narrow). The two bays lo thc norrh of the entrance b y  are identical with each 
conmining a baxment window and single uanson-dcasemen~awning window on each floor. 

The rcar, or northcm, elevation i s  composed of the two flanking two-story sections with each containing a baement 
window and n singlc ransorn/casemenl/awning window on each flm. The western end of the main two-story block 
has a narrow projection with a single-leafenirance between the bascment and fimt-Omr levels and a window between 
rhe first and wcond storics, A square exkrior brick chimney is adjacent to the eastern side of the projeclion. 
Fenesmrion far the remainder of the two-story block is divided inro rhree bap.  All t h e  bays contain a pair of 
basemen1 windows or the aforementioned type. All three bays have first-story windows of h e  
transom/casemenl/awning type ba with full-length sidelights. The center bay window also has the distinction of 
k i n g  larger due to wider sidclighu. The second slw is illuminated by windows on h e  two ouler bays only. These 
are elongad mclal-frame windows similar ro rhos on the front elevation, hut arc composed of six horizonml sash 
seclions with every other p c  opening awning style. 

The eastern elevation is identical in arrangement to rhe western elevation. 

The inmior is largely original and featurn marble wainscoting, w d  door moldings, and a c o u m m  with the 
judge's bench positioned along the long wall oC the rectangular room as opposed m the more common arrangement 
along ~e shm wa1I. Most of the doorways have transoms, and he judge's office enfrance has full-!en@ sidelighls 
as well. 

There are two noncontributing structures OF. the square: a jail khind (to the north on the courlhouse that, rhough 
consrmctad at approximately the same time as the counhouse, has been altered and expandcd and a c. 1830 single- 
p n  Iog smcture thar waq moved to the squaw jn 1968. The log structure. situated nonh of the currcnr jail, ir 
reputdly the first county jail that was originally located on Chickaninny Prairie. Covered by a wood-shingled gable 

I roof, the structure is constructed of heun Iogs wib half notching and features a ~prsduchon "mudcar" chimney. 
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A small cernelery dating m 1860 is located on thc eastern side of the courlhouw square. It conlains the graves of 
the Sled family who wfd the acreage on which the town was developed, Mast of &e gravcslones are modest in 
design; hewever, there i s  prominent double-arched smne marking a joint gmvesi~e. The cemetery, though possessing 
historical inlegrity, does not contribute to the c m n t   courthouse"^ p o d  of significance. 

h a l e d  in Lcwisvillc on a square formed by Third, Spruce. Fotmh, and Maple Streets, k Lafayetie Counly 
Comhousc is vinually unaltered and is in excellent condilion. 



4' 
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Summary 

The Lafayetle County Courthouse is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance as the best example 
in the county of an Art DEO-styled government building. 

Elaboration 

Lafayeue County is situated in the soulhwest corner of the state and was created from parl of Hernpsrcad County 
by an act of the Arkansas Territorial LegisIamre on Octokr 15, 1827. In 1852, neighboring Columbia County was 
formed from severaI counties including a prtion of LafayeUe Cwnly. This loss in acreage caused the county to 
faPI below the standard county size and required a special act of the state legislature to ensure its continuity. The 
county is named for h e  Marquis de Lafayerte; however, about f 905  he name pronunciation was abed to a less 
French sounding "luh-FAY-et" by yet anorher act of the state legislalure. 

The act which created the county designated the house of Sheriff Joshua Momson on Chickaninny Prairie as the 
tern- county seat, but shortly thereafter elected commissioners chose a site nearby and ereckd a Iog courthouse. 
This remained the seat of county government until 1842 when a brick courthouse was conmcred at a cost of $4,000 

I in Lewisville, a new bun that had k n  laid out a year earlier when J. N. Wilson donated h e  land LO the county. 
The town was named for WiIson's brother-in-law, Lewis Battle Fort, who had previously owned h e  land. 

In 1882, the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas Railroad began mnsuuction across Lafayette County, and, as was often 
the case, the railroad did not pass through Lewisvillc, b u  about ~ w o  miles south of rown. Like many other Arkansas 
towns that were bypassed by the railroad, the old town of Cewisville was soon to be a memory only. On January 
1, 1883, Eugenia and Lewis C. Steel sold over 230 acres of heir railrod-adjaccnt proopert)*.lo the Southwslern 
Improvement Company for 52,340, The Southwestern Improvement Company was a St. Louis organization 
associated with the raiIroad that purchased the property with the intent of developing a new town, which h e y  dubbed 
"Xew Lewisville". As expected, the sesidenls and businesses of what was now calIed "Old Lewisville" k g a n  to 
gradually move to the new Iocation. The railrnd depot was the Pmt building in town, and it was followed by a 
business constructed on First Street by M. D. 1 .r in 1885. Others followed and growlh bcgan in emest  in 1887 
with the construction of the Sixevepart branch &C railroad. By 1890, the population of New Lewisville numbered 
over 700 while the population of Old Lewisville had d ~ l i n e d  to approximately 300. 

At fiis time, New Lewisville and another new and prospering low on the Shreveport Branch, were 
clamoring for the county seal. The issue was p u ~  1 ~ )  a vote on August 26, 1890, and the result determined that a new 
camhouse would be built on the square that the New Lewisville city surveyors had confidently set aside. The new 
w d - f r a m e  comhouse, costing approximately $5,000, possessed h e  distinction (as does the current courlhousej of 
being the only courthouse in Arkansas to share a square with a cemetery. In h e  deed for the acreage sold lo the 
Sourhwestern Improvement Company, the Steels mentiond the propetty as a possible courthouse site but stipuIa~ed 
that the family cemetery no1 be disturbed. The county has maintained the cemetery ever since. The 1890 
courthouse was swn supplanted, however, by a two-story brick courthouse constructed in 1903 by 1. W. Detwiler 
& Co. 

The 1903 courthouse served the county nceds until 1940 when h was decjded that a new wunhouse, with a grant 
I from the MTA, would be more economical than repairing Lhe old structure. By 1940, LewisvilIe (the "new" and 
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"old" designations were dropped as Old Lewisvilie ceased lo exist) boaszed a popularion of 1314 and was descrilxcl 
as a banking town wilh a newspaper, a flout mill, elecmc light pIan4 waterworks, a elephonc exchange. sevcwl 
sawmills, stores, and a public schoal. Construction of the new courthouse was mmpIet4 in 1942 a1 an 
approximate cost of %100,000, of which the U T A  Cunded 40%. 

Designed by the architccwal Tmn of Clippard & vaught, h e  new courthouse reflccrs a restrained jnmpreitatiorr of 
the Art Dcco style that was mica1 of WPA courthouses. The hn h o  influence is largely secn in the massing: 
ornamentation i s  minimal and basically confined to Ihe front and side enuanccs. There is no docurnenmtion 
rcgardmg any other An Deca-slyled buildings in LewisviUe, md it i s  probable Lha~ the new counhouse i n d u c e d  
" m d e r n ' k h i l e c t u r e  (as the Art Ehm style was know Ihm) to Lafayew County. This would not be arypical of 
the vend in other Arkansas counties where h e  WFA was ofEn responsible for h e  first new major building 
consuuction since the 1920's. Thus, the Pafayetre County Courthouse is king nominaacd mder Crjtcrion C with 
local significance as thc best exampk r r l  an h Deco-styled govemrneni building in the counly. 
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