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1. Name 

hlntorlc Walter B. Sorrells Cottage 

and'or common Sorrel l s Hal  1 

2. Location ./I -.? - <.. 

L ? ,  . '  . a  - ."  
Pine-Bhf f -Youth-Servi ces -Center '- - ' . , - ,  I 

+ , , - .  ' .' . . 
r7 .- a . 9 . ' - 

strest 6 number ROU te 8, BOX 970 > -  ; .,. . c .. # A&w fw publkmtlon -- ' f  ' 

city, town Pine B lu f f  d,Uvklnlty of 

stah Arkansas  cod^ 05 c o ~ n t y  Jefferson %ads 069 
.I 

3. Classif icatian 
Category Ownership Status PI*&~ UU 
- district public 1 occupW - agrkuttun m u s e u m  
X bulldlng(8) - private - unoccupied - commercial - Park 
- structure - both - work fn p r q n s s  2 edueaHaml - private mldmwa 
- site Bublk Acquisition Ilccasstbl* - entsrta lnm - mltglaua 
- objsct - In process -L yes: restricted - gowmmsn2 - scEentlflc 

- baing considbred - yes: unreatrlctsd - Lndustri J ,, IranapodatEon 
N/A - na - mllHary - OW: 

4. Owner of Property 

nr- Pdne Slu f f  Youth Services Center c/o Mr. Webb Farrell 

stmet a number Route 8. Box 970 

city.town PineB lu f f  U v l c ~ n h y  ol st- Arkansas 

5. Location of Laaal Descri~tian 
cou*usa d d d s .  d e ,  Jefferson County Courthouse 

.trsst & numbsr Barraq ue Street 

eW, town Pine B l u f f  st* Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existins Surveys 
rn N/A hss this propdrtr hm actminad dlgf~.? y e s  - no 

fa I s d s n l  a t r h  c o u n t y  - 1-1 -- 

-Stay im sunny m o d s  - 



7. Description 

Condition Cheek ons Check one 
- encetlmt - deterlorated - unaltered original site 
- 9 u  - rufns 2 altered m o v e d  date 
L ~ a l r  - m x p o ~ e d  

Designed and constructed 1 n 1920 as the f i r s t  permanent bui ld ing for the Boys 
Industrial School, the Walter B. Sorrel 1s Cottage i s  the only remaining structure 
dating f rom this i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  i n i t i a l  phase (of development. Eclectically combining 
elements of the Craftsman and Engl ish Revival sty les ,  the bui  1 ding was designed by 
Mi tche l  1 Sel i grran, a wccessful Pine 31 u f f  archi Wet. 

ELABORATION 

Sorrel 1 s Cottage occupies an amp1 e corner  l o t  o f  the Youth Services Center campus. 
Of frame construct ion,  the building i s  brown brick on the f i r s t , f loor  and stucco w i t h  
ha? f-timbering on the second f loor .  An asphal t-shingled cl ipped gable roof has 
overhanging eaves w i t h  exposed rafter ends and 1s supported on the ends by decorative 
kneebraces. A shed d o m r  projects f r o m  the f ront  and rear roof slopes. Two i n t e r i o r  
br ick chimneys project from each end of the roof ridge. Windows on the first floor o f  
the buflding are detailed with jack arches o f  vert ical ly- la id  brick, An ec lec t ic  
combination of double-hung and casement windows with a variety of pane conf i guratians 
are found on each elevat ion.  

The facade of the b u i I d i  ng features a one-story three bay brick porch tha t  projects 
f rom the corner and s k 7  ters two entrances. Brick columns support the parapeted f l a t  
roof which i s  accentuated by merlons with smooth stone caps. A stone shie ld  i s  i n s e t  
i n  the parapet above the porch entrance, Separate entrances with transoms and s i d e l i g h t s  
provide d i s t i n c t  access t o  the  superintendent!^ l i v i n g  quarters and the administrat ive 
offices. An off-center casement window i s  posi t ioned 6etween the two,entrances. A 
pa i r  of single-1 i g h t  Fixed windows i s  located on the f irst  floor t o  the r i g h t  of the 
porch. These as we1 1 as several other windows are replacements. The stuccoed second 
floor o f  t h i s  e levat ion has two p a i r  o f  double-hung windows. A shed d o m r  with four 
square nine- l ight  casement windows i s  centered i n  the roof slope. A one-story f l a t -  
roofed project ion extends f r o m  the southeast corner and i s  treated  sirnil i a r l y  t o  the 
front  porch. 

The southeast s i d e  elevation reveals a small one-story b r i c k  addi t ion  to  the rear  o f  the 
southeast one-story o f f i c e  projection. This  a l terat ion,  as well as several interior 
changes, were deri gned by Reed and Wi 1 1 i s  , the successor f i  rrn t o  M i  tche7J Sel igman' s 
office. The half-timbered second f l oo r  o f  this elevat ion has two pair  of  narrow casement 
windows. Two pair of centered casement windows illuminate the a t t i c .  The northwest 
end e leva t ion  has two double-hung and a p a i r  o f  casements on t he  first two f loors  and a 
p a i r  o f  a t t i  c casement w i  ndows. 

The rea r  e7evatIon reveals t ha t  a door t h a t  accesses the o f f i ces  was added a t  the 
l o c a t i o n  of an o r i g i n a l  window. This side o f  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  i s  f lush with the r e a r  
wall of the o r i g i n a l  structure. As i s  the case with the other three e leva t i ans ,  the 
rear possesses a mixture of window types. The fenestration pattern i s  i r regu la r ,  w i t h  
three six-over-one double-hung and two pair o f  narrow casemnts on the f i r s t  floor and 
three pair of narrow casements and a square sixteen-1 i g h t  casement on the second f loo r .  



8. Significance 

Pmriod Areas af SlgnYle&ncr-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric -- archeology-prehistoric - -- community planning -- landscaps archi tecture .  retiglen 
- t 40&t 499 - archeology-historic -- canservatlon - - law - science 
- 1 50&1599 - agrtculture --  economic^ --- literature - sculpturm 
- 160G1699 architecture - education rnllltary - soeialf 

1700-1799 -- art - .. eng~neering - musk humanitarian 
- 180&1099 commerce -- exploratlon~settlmwnt philosophy - theater 

1 9 0 6  - communic8~ms . industry ,, potltics~gcvmmant - transportstlon 
invent ion 3 Othqr (SpecCty) 

wenlle Just ice 
3 p c H i t  dates 1920 Buildwrkrchlkct 

Strtnmemt o l  Slgrritlernte (in one pmragraph) 

The Pine Bluf f  Youth Serv$ces Center b d  r'ts beginnings i n  19117 when a combination o f  -. 
donated and pwchased land was designated for what was then called the Boys Industrial 
School , an a1 tarnatfve t o  the state penitentiary for  teenaged boys comicted o f  crimes. 
The Walter B. Sorrells Cottage, designed and constructed i n  1920, was the f i r s t  permanent 
structure and remains today as the only testimony t o  the i n i t i a l  efforts t o  provide 
institutional care for  del inquentldependent youth i n  Arkansas. In addit ion, t h e  
b u i l d i n g  is  sfgnificant as an ec l ec t i c  combination o f  two popular early twent ieth 
century styles, tbe Craftsman and Engl  Zsh Revival, and was designed hy the successful 
and pro1 i f  i c  Pine B l u f f  a rch i tec t ,  Mi tchel l Sel igman . 
ELABORATION 

On A p r i l  25, 1905, Governor Davis approved an a c t  providing for the estahl ishment o f  
a '"State Reform School, for the d i s c i p l  ine, educat ioq  employment and reformation of 
convicts under the age of e i  gb teen years. '"Act 199 provided f o r  whi t e  and black 
students, b o t ' k m l e  and female, housed i n  separate quarters. This first reform school 
was 1 ocated approximate ly  ten miles west of what E r e  then the L i t t l e  Rock ci  ty 1 i m i  ts . 
Because the locat ion was d i f f i c u l t  for farming and s i t e d  i n  dense timber growth, t h i s  
i n i  ti a1  location proved unsatisfactory. In 1915 J u l i a  Houston, t he  f i r s t  probat ion 
o f f i ce r  from Pine B l u f f ,  presented a b i l l  t o  have the s t u d e n t s  moved. A t  f irst  the 
proposal was vetoed, but .  l a t e r  i t  was approved by Governor Brough. In 1917, Act 67 
o f  the legislature changed the name of the i n s t i  tvt ion t o  "Boys I n d u s t r i a l  School of the 
State of  Arkansas. " -The governor appointed a board whose first responsi b i  1 i ty was 
t o  acquire new s i  te. 

Captain Geisrei ter o f  Pine Bluff  donated 160 acres o f  land and the c i t i z e n s  of Pine 
BT uff  raised $5,466, same of which was used t o  purchase 80 adjoin ing acres. The Act 
of 1917 provided $5,000 for  the purchase o f  land. The surplus of  t h i s  amount was 
used for  a building f u n d .  Simple  cottages were erected and a detachment of boys was 
sent to the s i  t e  t o  begi n clearing the 1 and and cul ti vating . According t o  an a r t i c l e  
i n  the Graphic, a former Pine B l u f f  newspaper, on October 26, 1917, the f i r s t  b v i l  d i  ngs 
a t  t h e  sctmol were temporary fram board and batten structures. Forty a d d i t i o n a l  acres 
of land were purchased on April 13 ,  1918, far $1,400. This provided the high ground on 
which t o  b u i l d  the new h i l d i n g s .  In 1919, the legislature appropriated $98,000 for a 
vast building program and a plan was made for a complex of permanent structures, which 
inc luded  three cottages for boys, a building for the superintendent, a dining ha1 1 and 
a gymnasium. The administration hui l d i  ng was also t o  serve as the superintendent's 
residence. 



See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  

10. Geographical Data 
Acmmga of nomlnatcd p r o m  A#WUXE- 
m m n g h  n r m  Pine B l u f f  
UT M R e f o r m  

Zons Eastlng Northing 

Quadrangle sca-ale 1 2.4D00 

fona Easting Northing 

Vwbal bwndmry dmmtrlptian and justltlcrtion 
SE & o f  NW k o f  Sect ion 11, Township 6 South, Range 10 West. 

List aII 8t . t .m m d  tountlmr for prop.*tims ovrrimpping strtm or county boundrrlm8 

I 1 Form Prepared By 

~ m t w  Kamen P. W i  11 iams (Edtted by AHPP s t a f f  J 

o r ~ ~ z r t k ;  Pine Bluff Youth Services Center date December 1984 

at- a numtmr Route 8, BOX 970 tmiephonc 

c~ty P i n e ~ l u f f q a q  or town 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The avdwled mlgnHlcrncs of this property within the state Is: 

- natlonml X -- state - W a I  

Am ths dealgnatmi State Hlstorlc Prsssnatlon Ofllesr lor f b  Natlonat Hiatorlc Preservnllwr Act of 1966 (Pwbllc Law RS 
M5), I hareby nomlnata thls propaHy for InelusCon In the Hational Register and tertlly that H has bttn evaluatd 
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The interior plan o f  Serrells Cottage reveals i t s  intended dual function. The 
l e f t  f ron t  entrance accesses the superintendent's quarters, which c o n s i s t  o f  a 
l i v i n g  room, dining room and kjtchen on the first floor and three large bedrooms 
and a bath on the second f l o o r .  The straight-run stair  between the two floors i s  
located inside the f r o n t  door. A winding s t a i r  leads from the second floor t o  the 
unfinished a t t i c .  Wood floors and plaster walls a r e  found throughout t h i s  simply- 
detailed, minimally-altered residential po r t i on  of the structure. The r i g h t  entrance 
1 eads t o  a reception area and offices , separate from the residence and confined t o  
the f irst  f loor .  This admfnistrative area has been substantially wmodeled. 
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Sorrel1 5 Cottage was designed i n  1920 by M i  tchell Seljgman, an a r c h i  tect  w i t h  a 
successful p r a c t i c e  i n  Pine Bluff. Sel igman f i r s t  came t o  Arkansas as p r o j e c t  
a r ch i t ec t  for the C i t i z e n s  Bank B u i l d i n g  (now the National Building) ,  which was 
designed by Desairdi n and Sheblessy o f  Cincinnati ,  Ohio. Seligman chose to remain 
i n  Pine B l u f f  and s ta r t ed  his own p r a c t i c e  i n  August of 1909. Born in 1883, Seligman 
was raised and educated i n  Louisville, Kentucky, where he graduated from the 
Louisvi 1 le Manual T r a i n i n g  School i n  1901. Sel igman designed numerous bui 7dings i n  
Pine B l u f f ,  among them Central High School (Junius Jardcn School), 1917-1918; the 
Woodrow W i  1 son School , 1924; the Merri l l High School ; the E l  kr CJ ub; the Shrine 
Temple, 1927-1928, and Parkvj  ew Apartments. 

Sorrells Cottage was named for Walter Sorrells, e d i t o r  of the Pine B l u f f  newspaper 
The Commercial, and was designed t o  func t ion  as both an admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g  and 
superi  ntendent ' s residence . The design combi nes Craftsman features w j  t h  those 
typica l  ly  associated w i  t h  English arch i tec ture ,  such as hal f t imber i  ng. I t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h i s  building, as well as those t h a t  imnediately followed, has a 
domestic scale and appearance, rather than an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  character. E. C. Royse, 
as successful bidder ,  was the contractor for the bu i ld ing.  He and Seligman were 
f r equen t l y  involved i n  the same pro jec ts .  

The Legis la t ive  Acts  o f  Arkansas, Act 723 o f  1923, allocated $125,000. for building 
expenditures . The 3ul ia Houston Cottage, Tom C. McRae Cottage, a trades bui 1 ding, 
hospital and addi ti onal smal l  co t tages  were erected. None of these structures r e m a i  n . 
By 1935 the Boys I n d u s t r i a l  School consisted a f  a total of 360 acres, the  present 
s i z e  o f  what i s  now called the Pine Bluff  Youth Services Center, No major b u i l d i n g  
programs took place u n t i l  the 1950's. The Youth Services Center i s  now a facility f o r  
the care and treatment of del i  nquent youth, males ages 13-18. 
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Historical Development of Arkansas Youth Services 

1905 - Ac t  199 - Established a reform school for boys near Ljttle Rock. The 
school was under the administration o f  the  state prison system. 

1917 - Act 67 - Changed the names of the boys and girls reform schools to 
jndustrial school s . The school s were now under t he  administration o f  i ndependent 
boards appointed by the governor. The Boys Industrial Schoal was relocated in 
Pine Bl u f f  , and the Gi rl s Industrial School remai ned a t  Alexander. 

1921 - A c t  526 - Established separate Boys Industrial Schools for White and Negro 
. under the managemnt and control of the Board of ~ a n a g m t h e  Boy's Indust r ia l  

School. 

1937 - Act 60 - Boys Industrial School establfshed a t  Wrightsville a t  about 
t h i s  t ime .  

1949 - Girls Tra in ing  School a t  Fargo was established. - 
1953 - Act 52 - Established a separate Board of Managers f o r  the White and Negro 
Boys' Endust r ia l  School. 

1955 - Act  398 - Removed t h e  Boys ' Industrial School from the Penal System of 
the s t a t e ,  deerni ng i t to be a Trai ni lag and Educati onal ins t i  t u t i  on enti t'l ed to  
a 1 1 the r i gh t s  and p r i  v i  1 eges of any other accredited educational ins ti tut ion 
of the State of Arkansas, 

1961 - Act 72 - Changed the name of the i nsti t u t i o n  t o  Arkansas Boys ' Trai n i  ng 
School.  

1963 - Act 515 - Name was again changed to Arkansas T r a i n i n g  School f o r  Boys 
a t  Pine B lu f f .  

1968 - The separate and independent boards o f  t he  Training Schools were condensed 
i n t o  one board appointed by and responsible t o  the  governor f o r  supervisor o f  the 
s choal s . 
a .  A reception and diagnost ic  se rv i ce  was establ ished and provided by the 

Rehabi 1 i t a t i o n  Department a t  the Benton Hospi ta7 Center. 

b .  A parole service was established t o  provide aftercare services t o  the 
youth released from the schools. 

c. Central Office Administration was established and referred to as the Training 
School Department. 

1969 - The Trai nIng Schools were integrated i n  November, 1969 - El acks were - 
admi t ted to previously Whi te Trai n i  ng School s . 
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1971 - State government reorganization. Development o f  a department o f  Social - 
and Rehabi 1 i t a t i  ve Services (now referred t o  as the Department o f  Human Servi ces) . 
a .  Juvenile Services Division was now responsible t o  the Director o f  the  

Department of Human Services as we1 l as a governor-appoi nted board. 

b. Arkansas Comnission on Crime and Law was establ ished about t h i s  time - - LEAA 
Fund available for delinquency prevention and control. Some o f  the f i rs t  
comuni ty projects were devel oped. 

1974 - Need for comprehensive s t a t e  p l an  for youth service was documented. 
The Departmnt of guman Services received an  LEAA g r a n t  t o  produce a s t a t e  
master p l a n  for  the delivery o f  needed youth services. 

1976 - State master plan was completed. - 
a. Oeinstitutionalization of Status Offender P r o j e c t  implemented. 

b . Emphasis - comnuni ty-based projects . 
1977 - Establishment of the Division of Youth Services as an integral p a r t  o f  
the Sta te  Cepartment of Human Services, 
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