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I a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
1 . + 

=EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED ,UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS 4 L T E R E D  -MOVED D A L  

-FAIR -UNWPOSED 
I 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tne Black Masonic Temple i s  a four story masonry building of rectang- 
u lar  plan. The building is divided in to  three bays with .the middle pro- 
jecting s l ight ly  forward, On the f i r s t  story, rusticated stone p ie r s  
nark the corners and a stone pediment w i t h  f u l l  entablature art iculates 
the entrance. Between these elements, s tore fronts i n f i l l .  The second 

I 
story has two narrow windows i n  the center bay and two wider windows on 
the flanking bays. Below the windows i s  a stone storyline andabove i s  a 
stone cornice. Openings on the th i rd  and fourth floors are ver t ica l  with 
t e r r a  cotta  i n f i l l s  between floors and arched tops. Arches spring from the 
capitals  of p i las ters  which divide the f ive  windows and begin a t  the cornice. 
There i s  stained glass i n  the arch above the impost. The motif is  the masonic 
insignia. 

The side elevations (east  and west) have the same conformation as the 
front (south) and are three bayed with ten rows of windows, the center con- 
taining four. 

1 
"-s* 

The in te r io r  contains the original  s t a i r s  and wainscots. The second ? 
story is divided into off ices working from a central ha l l .  The th i rd  and 
fourth s to r ies  are large open meeting spaces. I 

Alterations 5nclud.e an elevator and the par t i a l  restoration of t he  
top floor; which was damaged by f i re .  



GNITIGANCE 

PEHlOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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JNVENTION 

PEClFlC DATES July 7, 1902 - BUI LDERIARCHITECT W.S. Helton, Pine Bluff 
Auqust 9, 1904 Pat Powers, L i t t l e  Rock 

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Arch: Gibbs & Sanders, L i t t l e  Rock 

When it was completed, the Masonic lodge on the corner of Fourth and 
State Streets was the t a l l e s t  building i n  Pine Bluff. The structure was 
bu i l t  i n  stages during 1902, 1903 and 1904 by the Sovereign Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Arkansas, the s t a t e ' s  black 
Mzsonic order. . - 

The f i r s t  black masonic organization i n  Arkansas was the  J . M .  Alex- 
I ander Lodge Number 4 established a t  Helena i n  June, 1866, by the Grand 

Lodge of Missouri. On March 28, 1873, representatives from the three 
black Masonic Lodges met i n  l i t t l e  Rock t o  f o m  a Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons in Arkansas. The organization of the grand lodge 
was perfected on March 31, 1873, and W i l l i a m  Henry Gray, a free-born 
native of Washington, D.C. was elected the f i r s t  grand master.1 

Black masonry thus began a period of rapid growth and by the 1880's 
a movement began t o  construct a grand lodge building. I). group beaded 
by Wiley Jones i n i t i a t ed  e f fo r t s  t o  persuade the grand lodge t o  locate 
i n  Pine Bluff. Jones bought two l o t s  on East Second Avenue and presented 
t'nem t o  the lodge. Edwin Cook, a local  architect ,  drew plans f o r  a build- 
ing.2 When the Grand Lodge met i n  Pine Bluff during August, 1891, a f t e r  
a "stormy session", the organization gave approval t o  locate the temple 
in.  Pine Bluff.3 However, the proposed building was never s tar ted  a s  the 
financing of the s tructure proved t o  be an insurmountable problem. 

Apparently the approval of Pine Bluff as the location of the  temple 
by the Grand Lodge i n1891  a t  l e a s t  decided the question a s  t o  where the 
lodge would be bui l t .  By 1902 the Grand Lodge has accumulated enough 
money t o  but a l o t  and s t a r t  the building. On March 24, 1902, the Grand 
Lodge bought Lot 3, Block 40 of Old Town Pine Bluff f o r  $7,000. Gibbs 
and Sanders, L i t t l e  Rock architects ,  were employed t o  design-the building 
and on July 7, 1902, W.S. Helton, a Pine Bluff builder,  was given a con- 
t r a c t  t o  construct a four-story brick and stone structure.5 

A s  pa r t  of the Grend Lodge meeting the co:merstone of the building 
was l a i d  August 14, 1902, with elaborate certamonies which involved local  
dignitar ies  as  well a s  o f f i c ia l s  of the Grand Lodge and the Order of the 

Y 
Eastern Star. "Fully 900 Masons" marched up Main Street  f r o m  Jones Park 
(located a t  Harding and Main Streets) t o  the s i t e  of the new building f o r  
the services .6 : '  
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Funds available for  ocnstruction were exhausted by the time the l o t  
was bought and foundation was laid.  For over a year work was suspended 
on the  structure. Through the e f fo r t s  of J .N.  Donohoo and J.C.  Corbin, 
Grand Lodge Trustees, a loan of $25,000 was obtained from the Peoples 
Savings Bank of Pine Bluff t o  complete the building. Pat Powers of L i t t l e  
Rock was given a contract t o  f in ish  the structure on the foundation b u i l t  
by Helton. 

Enough had been completed on the temple t o  permit the Grand Lodge t o  
hold i ts  annual meeting there beginning on August 8, 1904. Stairways were 
improvised and the sessions were held i n  the lodge ha l l  on the th i rd  floor.  I 

In opening the f i r s t  session, Grand Master Moses A. Clark said: "I now 
sound the gavel for  the f i r s t  time ever i n  a building of t h i s  kind, bu i l t  
and owned by Negroes. 

-3 
-T. 
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When the Grand Lodge met i n  August, 1912, the l a s t  payment was made i 
on the temple mortgage. A t  a special ceremony held a t  exactly the same 
houe and date (August 14 )  tha t  the cornerstone was l a i d  10 years previously, 
the payment was made and the temple dedicated.' 

In the early mornung hours of May 25, 1954, f i r e  struck the building 
and burned out the th i rd  and fourth floors. The 1 0 s  were covered by 
insurance and the building was restored except for a dormer on the roof. 
A s  p a r t  of the remodeling a self-service elevator was ins ta l led  t o  make 
it eas ier  t o  reach the upper f loors  of the temple. The work was completed I 

i n  1955 and a second cornerstone was instal led on the northeast corner of the ! 
building above the original stone. 

The f i r s t  f loor  of the building contains stores ans shops. The 
second floor i n  a$dition o t  the Grand Lodge's Offices has several off ices 
which a re  rented t o  doctors and dentists.  The s t a t e  now.has 184 lodges 
with 6,000 t o  7,000 members and Grand Lodge continues t o  hold its annual 
communications i n  P ine  Bluff each year. lo 

FOOTNOTES 
Centennial Souvenir, 100 years of Free Masonry 1872-1972, M.Y. Prince 
H a l l  Grand Lodge. (Pine Bluff, M.W. Prince H a l l  Grand Lodge, 19721, pp.8-9. 
Pine Bluff Weekly Commercial, February 15, 1891, p.4 
Weekly Commerqial, - August 16, 1891, p.4 
Deed Book 40,  Jefferson County Land Records, p. 269 
Pine Bluff Weekly Graphics, July 9, 1902, p.4 
Fine Bluff Graphic, August 15, 1902, p.1 v 

Graphic, October 5, 1902, p.1 
Graphic, Acgust 9, 1904, p.8 I 
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Footnotes cont'd: 

Hall Grand Lodge, Personal Interview, January 27, 1978. 
Special Note - Name of the Grand Lodge was changed t o  "The Most 
Worshipful Prince H a l l  Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, Arkansasn 
on August 8, 1944. 
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May 26, 1978 

M. W. Prince Hall Grant Lodge of Ark. 
East Fourth Ave. 6 State Street  
Pine Bluff, AR 71601 

Re: Masoni Le, Pine Bluff 

Dear Sirs:  
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. . sservat The s t a f f  of the :ion Prc 3 preparing a 
National Register nonunatLon ror  w e  above captionea property which w i l l  
be presented t o  the Arkansas State Review Committee a t  t h e i r  June meeting. 
I f  approved, the nomination w i l l  be submitted t o  the National Register 
of £ice i n  Washington for  f i na l  consideratior 
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a National Register property. 

vat ion. 
t ion on 
-%. 

Entry 
a priv 

--A L-- 

11 Regi! 
1 does, 
Ye--- - 2 ', 

jter is 
howeve: -- 11: -. 

r are 
o r  whic 
i de  ------- 

On October 4, 19 ped a Tax Refc of which 
Section 2124 ref ; for  h is tor ic  t i e s .  Enclosed 
you w i l l  f ind an AI.LVIIIIPLIVII YI IF iGC tha t  tax  act.  

Presid 
tax  inc 
3t:nn c 

lent sic 
lentives 
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J m  Act 
proper. 

I f  you have any questions concerning the program or t h i s  property's 
nodnation, please contact Sandra Taylor Sncith of our s t a f f .  

Enclosed are two copies of t h i s  l e t t e r .  Please complete the form below, 
sign and return the original  t o  our office. The copy i s  fo r  your f i l e s .  
b7e would appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of t h i s  property. I f  we do not hear from you within 30 days 
your approval w i l l  be assumed. 

Sincerely, . 
I J"6 

Ba=ard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
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No 

p a t e  
I 
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