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I - . . .  
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANDORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I The house which Colonel Richard HorrEs Knox built i n  1885 i s  one of the 
m t  impressive Victor lan residences in Arkansas. The two storey frame 
structure i s  one of the State's best  surviving examples of t h e  Eastlake 
style .  T b u g h  the c i t y  of P i n e  B l u f f  has g r w n  t o  completely surround 
this  once suburban house, the  structure itself has changed very l i t t le  

I during i t s  ninety year existence. 
1 

The Knox House has a T-shape floor plan w i t h  a two storey porch filling 
the north  el  1 of the '7'' and a one storey a d d i t  ion (c. 1900) F i  l E ing 
On the swth e l l .  Ris ing Frcm the corner of the north ell Fs a three storey 
tower capped with a ballcast mansard roof with crast lng.  Shingles, ornate 
brackets and carved woodwork are used to decorate the twwer, 

Extending from the west end of t h e  north facade i s  a two storey bay. Like 
the tower, i t  i s  noteworthy f o r  its f i n e l y  de ta i l ed  w d n o r k -  Panejling, 
scalloped shingles, and scrollcut woodwork are used to cover t h e  e n t i r e  
surface, Upper starey balconies project over the beveled corners af the 
lower bay and have e decorative Iran railing with balusters .  Set i n t o  the 
gable end o f  t h i s  bay projection are the i n i t i a l s  of the owner and t h e  
date o f  construction: R.M.K. - - 1885. 

A two storey f l a t  roofed porch covers two-thl r d s  o f  the facade. Compared 
to the t r i m  on the bay and:tower, the brackets w i t h  pendants and tonic 
capped columns provide rather s i m p l e  ornamentation for  the porch. However, 
the h igh l y  decorative s t y l e  t r i m  i s  continued a t  t h e  gable ends on the 
e a s t  and w e s t  elevations, and around a l l  the windows except those on the 
south (rear)  elevation. Though anee painted i n  contrasting hues which 
high1 i g h t e d  the  ornate Features (see attached photo, c .  18901, the Knox 
House i s  now white. 

The m a i n  e n t r y  has sidelights and a semi-pentagan shaped transom w l t h  
colored g!ass .  Etched glass i n  the entry  door bears the "R.H.K." I n l t l a l s  
of  the o r i g i n a l  and present: owner. The central ha1 lnay has a single f l i g h t  
o f  s t a i r s  rising to the second floor along t h e n e s t  w a l l .  The s t a i r  r a i l ,  
supported by ornate balusters,  terminates I n  an i n t r i c a t e l y  carved newel post .  

Many Interior features date  from the 1885 canstroctlon of the house. These 
include the hardware, m n t t l  pieces, and origfnal flooring. O f  special 
note Is the marbellzed i ron  mantelpiece in the bay par lor .  Originally the 
walls were covered w i t h  wallpaper over canvas; however, a13 of t h e  walls 
have s i  n e e  been strlpped and recovered. 

Lumber used in  construction o f  ~ h t  Knox House was c u t  from hear t  of  pine.  
Double walls of horizontally l ayd  planks were filled with sawdust, thus 
i n s u l a t i n g  t h e  hause. Sound construction and continual maintenance have 
kept she house i n  good condit ion throughout i t s  ninety years o f  occupancy. 
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The Knox House l Ies  on a large corner Int which i s  s t i l l  enclosed by the 
or ig ina l  iron fence. The present owner, R. M, Knox, SIO, i s  the third 
generation o f  the family to own and reside i n  the Knox House. 



SIGNIFICANCE 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the Sest examples of Eastlakc Victor ian architecture i n  Arkansas 3s 
the Kno~  House i n  Pine Bluff .  Darninant structural features of th i s  two 
storey frame house a r e  t h e  three storey twer ,  a gabled bay a t  the northwest 
corner, and the two storey porch along the e a s t  end of the facade. True 
t o  form, t h e  house displays the types of t r i m  associated w i t h  the Eastfake 
style. Shingles, panelling, brackets and intricately carved and c u t  woodwork 
are used in vary ing  combinations t o  ornament t h e  bas ic  structure. This 
architecturally impressive residence was bui It i n  1885 by R. M. Knax, a 

I 
wealthy F i n e  B l u f f  businessman. 

i: r 
I 

CL. 

Richard Marr?s Knox (1838-1915) was one of seven chi ldren born to a I 
Tennessee doctor. Ahout 1848 the family moved to Panole County, H iss jss lpp i ,  
where Dr. A b s a l m  Knox continued h i s  medical practice. After receiving same 
formal schooling, R .  M. Knox began working as s clerk i n  a drygoads store. 
When t h e  C i v i l  War broke o u t  he en1 i s t e d  i n  the Confledcrate army, along 
w i th  four o f  h i s  brothers. 

Early i n  the war R. H. Knox served as a p r i v a t e  i n  the F i r s t  M i s s i s s i p p i  
Cavalry, and was l a t e r  promoted to sergeant.  He f ough t  i n  several major  
engagements, had two horses shot f r m  under h i m ,  and was once captured 
b r i e f l y  by Union fo rces ;  nevertheless, he received no ser ious in jury  
throughout the w a r ,  

the service Knox rendered to the Confederacy continued even a f t e r  the 
C i v i l  War through h i s  work w i t h  the  United Confederate Veterans. Though 
a prfvate i n  t h e  Canfedcrate cavalry, he was e?eczed a brigadier general 
i n  the United Confederate Veterans. R.  M. Knox was one of three men 
instrumental i n  the founding of the  Arkansas Confederate Horn f o r  disabled 
veterans and the i  r dependents. 

I - 1 

After t h e  C i v i l  War R. fl. Knox worked i n  a drygoods store i n  Memphis, 
Tennessee. 1t -1  3871 he moved to Pine B l u f f  w h e r e  he bought a s t o r e  of his 
w n .  Knox used customer c r e d i t  and stocked a dide var ie ty  of merchandise 
t o  attract a l a r g e  number of customers. The mcrcant i te  business which he 
operated f o r  th i r ty - four  years was q u i ~ e  successful  and made Knax one of  
t h e  wealthiest men i n  the c o m u n i t y .  He was also a founder of C i t i z e n ' s  
Bank of Pine B l u f f  and w a s  F i r s t  V ice  P r e s i d e n t  and a d i rec tor  a t  the 
time o f  h i s  death i n  1915. 
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R. M. Knox was f i r s t  married in  1865 to  M i t t i e  Sparks, a union which 
produced nine children. Left a widower, he married Victoria Tucker i n  
the e a r l y  1880's (her wedding dress i s  s t i l l  stored i n  the Knox ~ o u s e ) .  
In 1885 the couple's only c h i l d  was born and named for his  father. 
R. M. Knox, J r .  inherited t h e  Knox House from h i s  father. and i n  turn, 
deeded i t  to h i s  son, R. M. Knox, 1 1 1 .  

The Knox House has belonged to a Richard Hoorris Knox for a l - m r t  a century.  
When constructed i n  1885 the hause was one of  the f i n e s t  residences i n  
Pine Bluff. S t i  I 1  i n  good condition, t h e  Knox House represents both an 
excellent example o f  Eastlake architecture i n  Arkansas, and a well-to-do 
businessman's home i n  1885. 
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