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I. Name 
hlstorlc P r i  gmore House - 

5 
and or common Pri more-Marti r? Fot~se 

2, Location 

street 6 numbr 1104 West 5th Avenue - not for publlcatlon 

caw, town Pine Bluff - vlcinlty of 

Arkansas 05 

- -  

county Jefferson 

3. Classification 
- - -- 

Category Ownership Status Prarant U S ~  
- di9trlct - public A ~ c t u p h d  - agrleulture museum 

bulldlng(s) X private - unoccupifd - cornrnerclal - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in prograss educational - prlvate r w W c e  
- site Public Acqulsitlon Actassibla - entertainment - rellglous 
- object - in process L yes: restrIeted - government - scientlfle 

- being considered ,- yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportatl~n 
- no - military A- other: aff i C ~ S  

4. Owner of Pronerty 

name A .  W .  Nelson. 3r. 

streat&nurnber 207 Martin St., P .  0. Box 5039 

c~ty. town Pine 01 uf ' f  - rkinlty ot state ArWa 

5. Location of Legal Description 

c~urthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courthouse 

a t m t  & numbr  Sarraque and Main Streets - 
Pine E l u f f  state Arkansas 

ntation in Existing Surveys 

tttle Arkansas H i  stori c Preservation Prmamhm Props* h n  *termin& dlglbf~? -yes 

- October 10, 1978 t s d a r o l  X state c o u n t y  - ---- 1-1 

m L i t t l e  Rock s t m  Arkansas 



Condltlon Chsck one ChaeL one 
- excelknt ,rated -unaltered ,&originalsite 
-X - A altered - movedl date - falr - U, nc~f l~ed  

D ~ s t r l k  th* pmsant and original (Y known) physkrl ~ p p r r m c m  

SUMMARY 

Located on t h e  southwest corner of West Fifth Avenue and Cherry Streets i n  Pine Bluff, 
the 1873 George W. Pri gmore House survives as one of the ci ty" few mid-ni neteenth 
century residential structures. The house reflects the Midwest o r i g i n  of the 
bui 7 der , George P r i  gmore . The f 1 oor  p lan  has one and one-ha1 f rooms arranged on 
e i t h e r  side af a central h a l l  . Sided with weatherboard, the two story house and 
i t s  one story el1 addition are b u i l t  of frame construction. Covered by gable roofs, 
the mi n block and e l  1 rest on a continuous brick f o u n d a t i o n .  On1 y one o f  the 
paired ,central br ick chimneys remai ns i n  the house. Pl a i  n and simple t r i m  work 
embellish the interior and exterior of t h e  Prigmore House. 

A full length, one story porch distinguishes the George W .  Prigmore House facade 
(north). The porch displays an unique use of 2 h 4 '  s t u d s  for columns. The 
columns, supporting a simple two piece frieze and f l a t  roof, s i t  on wood blocks 
and display crown moulding for  the c a p i t a l s .  A set o f  three columns support each 

- corner of the porch while  a pa i r  of columns are  s y m t r i c a l l y  placed t o  emphasize 
the centered entrance. The entrance ref1 ects the traditional central ha1 1 entry. 
A three 1 i t e  transom and three pane s i  de7 i g h  ts over a raised wood panel surround 
the so7 i d  rai sed-wood four panel door. S ing l e  six-over-six double-hung windows 
f l ank  e i the r  side o f  the entrance. The second story consists o f  three symnetrically 
placed s i  x-over-si x double-hunp w f  ndows . The window openings correlate w i t h  the 
f i r s t  f loor  fenestration. A simple two piece frieze and corner hoard trim complete 
the structure's facade.  

Return gables identify the east, and west elevations of the Prigmore House. The 
simple two piece f r ieze  i s  reiterated along the gables. Paired six-over-six double- 
hung w i  ndows , symmetri cal ly arranged, create addi tional 1 i ght f o r  both f loars . 
The south or rear elevation t s  characterized by a one story gable reof e l  1, a 
p a r t i a l l y  enclosed L-shaped porch and the second story of the original block. The 
el 1 addi t i  on, bui 1 t c . 1879, provided ki tchen space. There are two symmetrically 
spaced s i  x-over-si x doubl e-hung windows on the el 1 ' s west elevation and the same 
window type and panes on its south side. The L-shaped porch was probably bui 1 t a t  
the same time en the  east  side of t h e  el7 and continued onto the southeast por t ion  
of t he  m a i  n house. The enclosure of most of the  porch took place duri  ng a 1 ater 
occupation. H i  t h  the  exception of the west w i  ndow, removed t o  a c c m d a t e  the el I ' s 
roof I i ne , the second story fenestration o f  the house, reiterates the structure' s second 
story facade , thus compl e t i  ng the rear elevation. 
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In plan  the Prigmore House i n t e r i o r  reflects a central hall w i t h  one and one-half 
rooms on each side of the hall . A walnut stairway occupier the central ha1 1 along 
the eas t  wall . The s t a i  rway consists of a handsome tu rned newel p o s t  and turned 
balusters . The second floor c o n s i s t s  of three rooms with  t he  central ha1 1 . Two 
rooms are  located on the west s ide  whi l e  the third room occupies t he  east. Pla in  
facings surround the doors and windows throughout the  house, An early photograph 
shows a pair of centered b r i c k  interior chimneys. Today only t h e  eas t  chimney 
remains in the  structure. The e x i s t i n g  fireplace, pro jec t ing  from the i n t e r i o r  
wall on the first floor, features an embellished wood mantel. The west chimney and 
f i re  place were removed during a more recent  time. 

I n  the pas t  year, the P r i  gmore House was renovated and converted to office space. 
The project basica l ly  required repair and clean-up work. In addit ion,  the owners, 
upon examining a period photograph,  restored the wood louver w i  ndow shutters and 
reconstructed the wood picket fence . 



Pariod 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600Lt699 
- 170G1799 
1 1 BOO-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Signiiicancs--Chack and justify beiow 
-_- archeology-prehistohc - - community planning _ -, landscape a f e h l t e c t u m .  rellglon - archeology-historic --  conservation - - law - science 
- agriculture --- economics literature -- sculpturs 

architecture ,, education . - military - social! 
-- art engineering -- music humanitartan 
- commerce errplorationfsetZlement -- philosophy - theatst 
- communications -- industry ,- po titic5govwnmant - transporlation 

invention - other (spscity) 

Stmtmrnmnt of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The George W ,  Pri gmore House, hui 1 t in 1873,  strongly suggests a Midwest interpretation 
of the I-house not usually found i n  Arkansas. Unlike the single pile plan found 
i n the. state  ' s I-houses, such as the Wal ker-Stane House (NR-1970) , the Moose House 
(NR- 1974) and the Thomas E . Hess Homestead (NR-1983), Prj gmore bui  1 t h i s  house w i  t h  
a one and one-ha1 f room deep f loor  plan. The use of the sable roof over the plan 
and pai red central b r i c k  chimneys reflects the influence o f  Midwest rural archi tecture . 
Stationed i n  Arkansas during the last  couple of years of the C i v i l  War, Captain 
George W. Pri gmore returned t o  the s ta te  after the war and settled i n  Pine B l u f f .  
Prigmore entered business as a clerk and s tudied  law. In 1868 after gaining 
admission t o  the bar  association, he became involved i n  local p o l i t i c s  as a Republ ican 
and he1 d several government posi  t ions  . But un7 i ke many Repub11 cans, he apparently gai ned 
the respect and confidence sf the cornunity as evidenced i n  h i s  continued election 
to local offices despite the defeat of the sta te  Republican Party i n  1874. 

After the C i v i  1 War, Pi  ne &I uff , 1 i ke the rest of Arkansas, struggled t o  regai n the 
prosper j  ty of its pre-Was years. A l  though the 1860's were lean, the decade a f  the  
1870 ' 5 brought back prosperity to P i  ne B l  uff . In 1873, the cornpl etion t o  the c i t y  
of the L i t t l e  Sock, Pine 81uf f and Mew Orleans Rai 1 road qave P i  ne B l  uff rare efficent 
access t o  Mi'ssissippi River conanerce, >Pi ne Bl'uff. becaw an important rai 1 road 
center and in turn the .commercial wklesa1.e center for Southeast Arkansas,. . During 
t h i s  period George Prigmore established himself..as a .respected c i t i z e n  and pol i t ican 
of the communi ty . dl'though he. .awed h i s  i n i  t i a l  pdli t ical .  success to. the Repub? ican  
Partyk, P r i  gmre continued. to. .hald .pub1 tr. offices .after the .party's .demise. i  n 1874. 
He represented the. twentieth . district i+n the. Arkansas :Assemb'l y. from "1870- 1872. He 
served .as county circui t clerk for: four terms, ,1872-1880.. . After .a. brief absence from 
pol i t i c s  ,.. Prigmare successf trl ly ran f o r  'County Judge 1884-1886. His,  suc.cessf.ul involve-  
ment in .local. pa1:iti cr 1 as ted for twenty years u n t i  1 h i s .  death i:ri 1887. Wel.l,l i ked and 
respected, Pr;i grrwm overcams the p reva i  1.i ng prejudice. toward the Republ i can Party. An 
anti.-Republidan editor,  Colonel. John G.. Ryan described Prigmore's'acceptance f n . t h i s  
way, '"Hf the men who' went from the North and .located in,.the South after our late: 
terrible: war, .had been made of 1 i ke material t h a t  .entered i nto the cornpos i t i 'on  of 
CoJ anel Pri gmre, the cry 'carpetbagger hwoul d never have been heard: . . . " 
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Data 
Acreage of nominated props* 

Ourdrangls name p i  01 uf f 9 AR 

UTM Rsferencem 

" l l t 5 1  1519,111P 1 3 , 7 [ 8 , 1 3 1 3 q  
Zone EasFlng Northing 

Ouadrangk scale 1 : 24000 

c W ~ ~  u u 
E W  u u F W  u u 
o w w u  "W u u 

-- 
~llb.1 boundmry dmscrrption and ju.tjfieatlon l l Q 4  West 5 t h  Avenue; L o t  2 of Block 9 ;  James 

Addi t ion ;  Less and except t he  South  58 feet of t h e  East 100 feet; Pine Bluff; Jefferson 
County ; Arkansas 

Ltst all stater and countlam lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

ntae code county code 

1 I Form Prepared By 

n8me1tit1e Richard F faflns: e d i t e d  bv Don Brown AHPP Staff 

oqrnizatlon A.  W. Nelson, Jr., Archf tect, P . A .  date March 5 ,  1986 -- 
at;trest&number 207 Mart inJP. 0. Box 5039 telephone (51E1) 5344922 

citvartown Pine Blu f f  state Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tha evaluated signiflance al  this property within the state is: 

- naticm~ ,, state X local 

As the dcsignsted State Hlrtork Pmrmration Qflicer for the Natlonal Historic Reservation Act ot 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
665). S hareby namlnate this propem lor Inclusion in the hlatlonal Register and certify that H has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park SewleeG ; 

Stnth Hjatwlc Prussrvatlon Otflcsr signature 
1 J - - 

tmArkansas S t a t e  9-i stori c Preservation Cf fi cer date - -y , 
\ M 

b f n + r u s s *  
I kmb)r Wlfy tM thb proprty In lncludsd In the Nmtbml  Rsplstur 
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