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Du Bocage, t he  popular name f o r  t h e  home b u i l t  by 
Judge Joseph W, Bocage, i n  1866, w a s  constructed of lm- 
ber  c u t  and milled on h i s  land. 

The f l o o r  plan of t h e  o r i g i n a l  port ion consisted of 
f i v e  rooms about a  c e n t r a l  entrance h a l l  housing a  circu- 

I lar stair;  t h e  second f l o o r  has two bedrooms flanking the  
c e n t r a l  h a l l  and s t a i rwe l l .  

I 
Two s t o r y  and wood framed, Du Bocage i s  f in i shed  w i t h  1 

horizonta l  s id ing  and corner boards. 

Elements of t h e  Greek Revival a r e  evident  i n  t h e  pedi- i , 
mented, two s t o r y  entrance por t ico  supported by four  square, 
tapered columns w i t h  moulded c a p i t a l s  and square pl in ths .  rn 
A balcony extends across t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  (south)  facade m 
and i s  supported on columnS composed o f B u r  v e r t i c a l ,  
square members separated by blocking a t  midheight t o  c rea te  - 
a l i g h t ,  open e f f e c t ,  con t ras t ing  t h e  strong l i n e s  of the  
por t ico  columns. The r a i l i n g  has  f l a t  ba lus t e r s ,  c lose ly  
spaced with l a r g e r  turned newels a t  the  corners.  

6- The main roof i s  of high pitched gable construction 
with boxed cornice and f r i eze .  The gable ends have boxed 
cornices and re turns ,  t h e  gable ends and po r t i co  pediment 
are pierced with t r i m g u l a r  capped, louvered vents. 

The main windows a r e  double hung sashes with f l a t  sur- 
rounds and corner blocks. They have a  6 x  6 p a t t e r n  of 
l i g h t s  and a r e  shut tered with louvered bl inds.  

The main entrance door surround i s  p l a in  and is  with- 
i n  an a rch i t rave  with s ide  l i g h t s  and a  transom the  f u l l  
width of t he  paneled door and s ide  l i gh t s .  The  second 
f l o o r  en t ry  from the  balcony i s  near ly  i d e n t i c a l  with t h e  
f irst .  

The two main chimneys, one o f f s e t  r i g h t ,  one o f f s e t  
l e f t ,  a r e  i n s ide  end, and s t r add le  t h e  ridge. They a r e  
b r ick  l a i d  running bond and terminate i n  corbeled caps. 

I 

The house, now owned by t h e  Optimist Club of Pine 
Bluff ,  i s  i n  good condit ion and w e l l  maintained. 
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The J. W. Bocage home i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  I 

a w e l l  preserved example of l a t e  Greek Revival s t y l e .  

.I * *  . SIGNIFICANCE 

The period of construct ion influenced by the  Greek Re- 
v i v a l  was, i n  Arkansas, from the  e a r l y  1830's t o  t h e  e a r l y  
1860's. With a few exceptions, one of  which being t h e  i 
Bocage house, t h e  period w a s  over by the  end of t h e  C i v i l  
War. 

1 

1 

By 1870, t h e  Victorian s t y l e  had begun t o  emerge. The 
Bocage house possesses some f ea tu re s ,  such a s  the  s t eep ly  
sloped roof l i n e ,  more r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Victor ian  than t h e  
Greek Revival, i nd i ca t ing  a t r a n s i t i o n a l  phase between t h e  
two s ty l e s .  

PERIOD (check One or More a# Appro~rtate) 
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Judge Joseph W. Bocage was born on t h e  i s l and  of St .  
Lucia, i n  t h e  W e s t  Ind ies ,  on May 8, 1819. H e  was t h e  
son of William Bocage, a sugar p lan te r .  Joseph w a s  named 
a f t e r  h i s  grandfather ,  Joseph Isadore Bocage, a Frenchman, 
who had. been t h e  French Consul, a t  New York, sho r t l y  af ter  
the  American Revolution. The Bocage family  owned a sugar 
p lan ta t ion  on St. Lucia, but  a f t e r  t h e  Emancipation A c t  
of Great Br i t a in ,  which f reed  the  West Indian s laves ,  the  
Bocage family emigrated t o  t h e  United S ta tes .  Joseph 
Bocagets parents  d ied young. The f a t h e r  d ied a t  age 
twenty-one and h i s  mother a t  nineteen. Young Bocage was 
placed i n  the  ca re  of a maiden cousin of h i s  mother's 
who l ived  i n  North Carolina. Bocage w a s ,  the re fore ,  
r a i s ed  and educated i n  t h a t  Sta te .  I 

~ R L A S  OF SIGNIFICANCE fCh*cR Ona a More o r  A ~ r r l ~ e )  
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S T A T E U L N T  O F  SIGNIFICANCC 
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A s  a very young man he came t o  Arkansas t o  "readw medi- 

Bocage w a s  apparently no t  su i t ed  f o r  t h e  medical profess- 
I cine  with D r .  A l b e r t  W. Webb, o'f Columbia i n  Chicot County. , 

ion ,  nor was h i s  hea l th  too good when f a c e d w i t h  the  malar- 
i a l  d iseases  then prevalent  i n  Chicot County. H e  moved 
t o  t he  higher ground and pine t r e e s  of Pine Bluff. A t  t h e  I 
t i m e  of h i s  a r r i v a l  t he re  were only e i g h t  houses. I 

I ( continued 1 
I 

I 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, Continued 
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Joseph Bocage began t o  read law w i t h  James Y e l l ,  nep- 
hew of Governor Archibald Yell. When he was twenty-one he 
was admitted t o  t h e  Bar and - a t  the  same time- Governor 
Yell appointed him S t a t e ' s  Attorney f o r  the  Second J u d i c i a l  
D i s t r i c t  (Pine Bluff 1. He practiced law i n  Pine Bluff 
from 1840 t o  1853. 
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In  addi t ion t o  h i s  l a w  p rac t ice  Joseph Bocage had be- 
come a planter .  H e  had acquired property, s laves ,  and 
equipment, and had, by 1853 reached the  point  where he 
was more planter  than lawyer. The C iv i l  War, however, 
was t o  change h i s  l i f e  and h i s  livelihood. 
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A t  the  outbreak of t h e  C iv i l  War he ra i sed  a company 
of cavalry i n  Pine Bluff. He was l a t e r  granted a comrnis- 
s ion  a s  a Lieutenant-Colonel and served the  Confederacy 
i n  Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky and Texas. I n  the  l a t t e r  
s tages  of h i s  service  he was a Commissary Off icer  and 
w a s  concerned with procuring and creat ing m i l i t a r y  sup- 
p l i e s  and equipment f o r  t h e  Confederate forces.  

A t  the  c lose  of the  war he returned t o  Pine Bluff t o  
f i n d  t h a t  t h e  c o n f l i c t  had cos t  him h i s  s laves  and plan- 
t a t ion .  He saw, however, new opportuni t ies  i n  rebuilding 
a country which had been damaged, and development retarded,  
by four  years of war. In  partnership with Colonel M. L. 
B e l l  he began t o  build sawmills and t o  manufacture lumber. 
Bocage and Bel l  were successful.  By 1866 Judge Bocage was 
ut i l iz ing. lumber  from h i s  own m i l l s  t o  bui ld  h i s  home. 
Within a few years Bocage and B e l l  had sawmills i n  various 
p a r t s  of the  county, and even a steam brick-factory. A t  
a l a t e r  date  Judge Bocage es tabl ished J. W. Bocage and 
Company which manufactured steam engines and o the r  machin- 
ery. Despite a d i sas t rous  f i r e ,  i n  1873, which destroyed 
h i s  factory,  Judge Bocage managed t o  remain a successful  
and en te rpr i s ing  businessman. H e  died a t  Pine Bluff on . 
January 15, 1898. 
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