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NAME / 
I 

Union S t a t i o n  
AtJD/OR COMMON 

STFIEET & NUMBER 

E a s t  Fourth h e .  znd S t a t e  Street -NOT FOR PUBLIUTION 

CITY, TOWN COVGRESSIONAL OISTRICT 

P i p e  Sluff - VICINITY OF 
Fourth 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

?.rkrmsas 05 Jefferson 069 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHlP STATUS 

-DIST~ I CT XPUBLIC Y-OCCUPIED 
~ S U I L D I U G ~ S I  -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PRmFIESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUFSktlON ACCESS?BLE 
-OW€ CT A N  PROCESS -YES RESTRICTEO 

,BEING CONSIDEREO X Y E S  UlYRESrRlCTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
EAGRICULTUFIE -MUSEUM 

~LCOMM ERCIAL ,PARK 

,EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

XGOVERNMEHT -SCTEH??FFC 

_lNDUSTRlAL -YRAHSPOR7A'CION 

,MtUfAR'd ,OTHER. 

G ~ O W P ~ Z R  L? . OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

C i t y  of Fine  31.1ff 
STREET & NUMBER 

C F d c  Center, East 8th Ave. 
CITY. TmVM STATE - 

Pke Bluff - VICINITV OF Arkansas ~~~~d~ 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

OF DEEDS*ETCm Jefferson County Circui t  Clerks Office 
STREET % NUMBER 

18W East Yardbz Aye. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Pine  BIuTf A ~ k a n s a s  

$3 REPRESENTATION TN EXISTING SURVEYS 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNlY JOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FQA 
SJRVEY RECORDS - 
Clfv. TOWN STATE 



CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

I 

DESCRIBE TFE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 

The union S t a t i o n  in Pine Bluff  is a single story br ick structure with hipped roof, I 
On the south, facing the raihoad is a shed porch running the length of the building,  

The roof s t ructure is supported by i r on  columns and ha35 trusses. A bay, centered on I 
this elevation, extends out on the  porch. Flooring is he r r i ngbne  brick. Windows and 

. . 
doors are transorned and framed in brick a c h e s  w i t h  pronounced s tone  voussoirs. These 

arches spring from a stone i m p a s k  line which encircles the building. A second bard of I 
1 

s tone  beLts the building at the sill l i n e .  

The in ter ior  of t h e  structure is l i t t l e  altered. Floors are ceramic tile, 
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AR'EAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEULVGY-PREHISY DRIC -COMMUNITr P U N N I N G  -lAN0SCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R K  -CONSERVATION -'LAW 

XAGRPCULTURE -ECOYOMICS -LITERATURE 

A R C H I T E C T U R E  ,EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -EIJCINEERlMG -MUSIC 

XCOMMERCE -EXPCORATlOhl/SE~LE"nENT -PUtLOSOPHY 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICYGOVERNMENT 

J N V E N I I O F I  

I 
SPECIFIC DATES 23, 1905 BUILDEA/ARCHITECT 3.H. Steininggr of St. Louis, ?%. 1 

STATElWElrlK OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The o l d  Piion Stat ion at East ~ o u k h  A~enue and State Strs4ts  in f in3 %ldf i 
7.3-5 t!~? r e s f i f ,  or" a n m h g  fight bst-nsen the  city an_? the railmads f o r  a p e ~ i o d  t 

I 
of 25 years. It is also a part of th9 railroad h i s to ry  of smtheasf; .4rkansas, The 

f i r s t  railmad *-to Piqa Blef  was the Little Rock, ? k e  Sluff and blex Orleans I 
I 

1 
I i a ~ S ~ o a d  -dhich reachsd the  city h Dsceviber, 1673. The L .R. , P .S, and t3 ,a.  .as 

cansaliiia5ed Ki th  the ?,;ississippi, %aehita and Red RLT,~ Elailroad and rgnamed the 

s ,  Plssisslppi Ri~er and :iorth-?Jestern Railmad, Ln 1875 this l h a  was sold to I 
a gra12? of ?Jew England capitalists and renamed the L i t t l a  -9ock+ Fississ5ppi River I 
. m d  Texas ZaKLway. 2 

The firs+, dgpot  b u i l t  by t h e  railroad. was a s m a l l  T r a m  buildin5 located in 

t h e  v i c k i t y  of S t a t e  and East Fourth Avenue. Due to fhancial  difficulties the 1 
I 

c m s t r ~ c t i o n  of line was stopped when it reached P h e  311aff although the o r i g b a l  I 
plans xere t o  build it k t o  L i t t l e  Rock. The purpose was to offer s e d c e  f r o m  I 
L g t t l e  Rock to a point on the Xississippi River ( f irs t ,  to C E c o t  Point  and later 

t o  Ar'xansas city). Thus, the problems with low water on the ,Qrkansas iiiver d i c h  

frequsntly interrupted steamboat t r a f f i c  would be eljrainated. 

Dscsmber, 1879, Colonel Zeb Yard of L i t t l e  Rock was given a c o ~ t r a c t  to 
I 

grzds L m a d  bed betmen P i n s  Sluff a d  L i t t l e  A controversv arose in t"ne I 

zomwqi", oo.rer ths 3xtens5og of t h e  railmad w e s t  on Fourth Ave~ue; to L i t t l e  2-3ck. 

- mba? of p r a p r t r  owners objactsd. to the use of t h e  s t r e e t a s  a right+f-?iay 1 
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%or t h e  lino . After wrangling for three nor.Yns an o ~ & L ~ a n c s  passed on Farch 

23, 1880, grantcng  the  right-of-way and s p e c i f y b g  tha-i the railroad bu i ld  ar. 

aclsq~ate depot  on the northeast corner ~f South Comon ( ~ o w  E a s t  Fourth Avegue).md 

k F u g a t s ( 5 t z t e )  Street. A p p a r e n t l y t b e d e p o t t h e L . R . , H . R .  m d T .  constmcted 

vas a ches? frme bullding which s o m  becap-e zn eyesore. The Cotton Ee l t  Railroad 

had c o n s t m c ~ s d  a stmiliar buildkg on t h e  southeast comer of Alabama and East 

Third P.ver.ue. Th9 L, R. , K.3. B T. was purchassc! by t h e  Jay Gould iiterest~,s and became 

s part of the 35.  L o s s ,  f mn Plott?taLq and Sauthsrn RaXlway Company. 

-4s ear;. as 3,891 t he  P lne  Bluff c o m i t y  leaders .<ere interested in building 

a crier. depot f r l ~  the Cotton S e l t  and I ron  Eoun t ah  passe~ger t ~ a ~ s .  t h e n  W.3. 

;332driSge, Co t t on  aelt senera1 manager, conferred trith Superfqtendent Yarry Flanders 

o f t h e  Iro!l ?Ioxr!tain in Pine  Bluff in July,  E ? L ,  the Pine Bluff Commercial carried 

5 s h a d l i n e  rezdfng, "Was it a Ucton Depot?" It was no t .  

1,: 1 9 2  t'ne I r o n  Mountain began serious negotiations f o r  properky on which ta 

b x S d  a depot. The conpang vmted all of South Cornor_ for the depot, but tMs 

s t r e e t  (about 126 feet M d e )  had  bee^ deeded to t h a  city ~ L t h  the s tLpu la t ion  it 

~ o u l d  bs used for a c i t y  h a l l ,  a ctvic i n s t i t u t i o n  or park, or t h e  land would revert 

back to the (Lames ar,d Y e l l )  heirs. If South Common was not available, t h e  rail- 

road was c o ~ s i d e r i n g  a p l m  to d i w r t  i t s  tracks south  of the o l d  (9ardkg) Lake 

=? t r ~ i l d  2 depot at :lain and Laks  (Tenth bvenuz) . Tba arguments for th5s plan 

-  re .-- (1) relleve t raff ic  congestion in downtom zrea,  (2) give  t h e  city an oppor- 

itllrrity ts l a y  a drzlr.age sewer systez bef~re t h e  land was f i l l e d  In and (3) result 
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in nev bufldings be'mg eons tr~c ted  on vacant property in t h e  old lake area. 6 

A p ~ a r e n t l y  thLs plan was n o t  pursued and it xas t w o  years bsfore t he  dspot subject 

:axis considered again. 

fTHopas of Citizens f o r  L a s t  25 Years - a Yew I r o n  Mountain Depot:: was a head- 

l*e in t h e  Pine Elluff XeeKly Grzphic an July 14, 1904. Russell H a r h g ,  general 

Tanager of the  raumad, had stopped Li the city t h 3  previous Saturday ?morning and 

l?sd m e t  ~ 5 t h  a corn-itteq from th3 Soard of Trade (predecessor of t h e  Chai-ber of 

~ a f i m r c s . ?  Yar25ng asked t he  c i ty  to donate South Cornon Stree t ,  between S t a t e  

iUabam, as a s i ts  .for a new passgnger s t a t io r . .  PIa~or R .  KLng > k i t e  suggested 

that  the r.ew depot  be a u i o n  s tat ion and offered to discuss t he  m a t t a r  w i t h  t h e  

Sotton Zelt Railroad.  8 

Apparently t h e  rai l rosd did not take any action on t h e  mattar and tha  condit ion 

of t he  o ld  s t a t ion  worsened. A fire broke out at the depot >!arch 26,  1905, and t h e  

Graphic said t h e  fire department brought ncondemnation and execration on f t se l f  by 

s a h g  the old V a l l e y  depot." One of t h e  prablems =as the rai l road stared c o t t o 3  

an the  platform designatsd f o r  use by passengers in violat ion of i ts  agreemsnt ~ 5 t h  ! 
I 
I 

the ctty. Sparks f ~ o m  a passing t r a h  i ~ n i t e d  t h e  cotton.  "This is the second time 
1 

tn t he  past few days that a blaze has broken o u t  at t h e  old 'shackf," the Graphic 

s a i d .  
9 

Ths Iron K o u n t a h ' s  lease on t h e  depot p r o p e r t y  had expired in Yarch, 1905, 

s--' '-r..irdin;: had reqiestsd t he  railroad's architect d r a ~  up plans and specif icat ions  

Yo, a depot  building,  but the company did no t  ask the city council for a new lease, 



3ignif tcance 
CONT1 NUAT3OIY SHEET 

;?rm ho 13-300a 
, , + C V  10.721 

ITEmvI lrlJUMRER 8 PAGE 3 

UKlTtD ST;\'bUS DtPhRTht  tiVTOk THE I hTkKIClR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

The counci2 discrrsse.' t h e  matter at several meetings in the spr inz of 1905 a d  

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

10 
ZhalJy voted on J a y  3,1905, to sue tha rai lroad.  City Attorney W.F. CoTenag 
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f i l e d  s l ~ i t  a g a i n s t  the I r o n  Fountae f r o m  t h e  property and a s k b ~  $5,030 damqas 

due to the  conpar,yls faiTure t o  a c t  in the  matter. 11 

The c5tyts s u i t  had its desired effect on t h e  railroad when Superintendent 

W.T. w.4: i ~ f o n e d  the C t t y  Cc~mcjl ha would be in Fine  Bluff or_ July 11, 3905, 

to nea t  y i t h  the board. At t h e  nsetb-g tZle Cocncil and 3 l e r  w n t  over t h e  plazrs 

12 ad s>eciffcztions for a gew depot ,  T y l e r  m s t  with the  C o - m c S  ag& on J1d$-l3, 

1905, a d  t k9  plans were ' l p r ae t i cd ly  a c ~ s p t s d , ~ ~  the Graphic said. The ragroad 

nsksd for  doubls tracks on Fourth Avenue ad agreed to furnish s t o m  to pave the  

skrset  13 the city would pnt it down. The I r o n  Y o u n t a i n  proposed to b u ~ x d  a 

sta t lo r?  35 feet w5de and 2b3 feet Long u s b g  "stock7f br ick and SeLford san3stane 

. The ba i ld ing  w2s to have a slate r o o f ,  concrete floor and stern heat.  The 

exterior w a l l s  w e r e  to be of "No. 5 bes t  St. Lonis S r t c k  of t h e  Ey5ratdic Brick 

Com?anyts make. The company a l s o  proposed t o  bui ld  a freight  d e p ~ t  facirlz 

Torlrth k r e n ~ s  between Texas and Georgia S t r e e t s  + 40 f ee t  b j r  212 feet , two stories 

high with ups ta irs  offices for  railway officals .  Tyler s a i d  f u r t h e r  the Cotton 

Belt hzd agreed to use the Station. 13 

On July 17, 195, the C i t l *  Crruneil instructed the  c i t y  atlxmey t o  draw a contract 

fw k5.: d ~ p o h h i c h  specifted the Iron l!o?mtain oas to rec%i_ve a 5C-gear lease or. 

11: 
Sautn  Caman in exchangs for 'ouf ldi~g the  neu statisa. The d5pot a ~ d i n m e s  
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To protect the city's i n t e r e s t  in the new statioa, t h e  Council employed the  archi-  

tectcral firm of Gibbs and Sanders of Little Rock as c o n s u l t a n t s  on the plans for 

t h e  new depot. l6 Gibbs attended the Council meeting of August 16, 1905, to discuss 
b 

the plans, but said he had n o t  received any plans or specifications from the rail- L 

road. Xp2arently the plans  were received the next  day as  t h e  Graphic reported on August 
I 

isr 1905, t ha t  Gibbs did n o t  approve of the plans  as they w e r e  dra-m. Ee rrade several 

s u g q e s t i a n s  for revising t h e n  which were fordarded to the  Iron :4omtain. A t  a 

conference in St. Inu i s  on September 11, w i t h  the representatives of the City of Pine 

Bluff, t h e  Iron Fountain and the Cot ton  B e i t  in attendance the Cotton Belt agreed I 

18 h 

to use tho new depot. 

If 
A x  Iron Mountain delayed cons t ruc t ion  when the cornpaRy asked a 30-day exten- 

tion before beginning construction. The City Council, the I ron Mountain and the 

Cotton Belt signed an agreement to build t h e  station on October 3 0 ,  1905. Archietct 

Bibbs was asked by the C o u n t i l  to draw plans fcr  ashed 239 f e e t  Long extend almost 

to Main Street to protect the passengers from the  rain and sun. l9 E.H.  Steininger, a 

railrzod contractor of St. Louis, was awarsed the contract  to bui ld  the  Union Station 

on November 30, 1905. 20 

I 
Construction on the  station mved slowly, but was something of a community 

attraction. The Feekly Graphic of January  31, 1906, said: "hundreds of spectators 

were attracted to the site of the new depot." By Saturday, January 27, 1906, t h e  

e~a r . e l ed  brick wainscotting (on the i n t e r i o r  of the building had been completed. 

The Graphic said "mottled" brick would be used for the construction of the 

remainder of the wzlls and that the building would be reaay for occupancy in two 

rion ths. 2 1  
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The f e a h r e s  of t h e  new station xers %scribed as: (1) a b i g  ca r  shsd x r ~ i z g  

'_'-om Main Stree-40 feet east to protect, passengers from sun and heat an4 (2) a 

C 
I 5atu-i.s ordsred ir?. to t he  cont rac t  by !L:ay~r ItI, Kiqs Vhite and the City C o u r l c i l  c m -  

22 
3 is ti-2 of a smoking room +'set  apart f o r  gentlemen .lT 

The ft?9elcly Graphic quoted Mayor mtt9 as s ~ i q  f o r  f o r t y  years he had bsen forced 

% go outside of waL thg  rooms to snoke. The Graphic said furtlnel- that the brick w o ~ k  

:qas proce=lCi?g -hth t h s  upper walls of' l i g h t e r  cslorsd bricks ti?= the lowe-  walls, 

7 :~undct43ns  for t h e  freisht  haase wzs prac t i ca l l y  f i n i s h e d  and pz-v%g of E a s t ? o u r t h  

.:;.sr_de Jtprosr5ss ins nicely.r'  S p e c t a t c ~ s  continued t o  ''constantly throng ?.he scene of  

37erations. '' 2?  

The c ~ n s t r u c t i o n  of tbe deoot noved sloxlp during t h e  spring of 1906 and Fra-L! 

rhieleekle, S u p r i n t e n d e n t  of c o ~ s l r a c t i o n  f o r  the Steinhger firm, sa id  t h e  station 

.;9uld ?robably be ready on May?. 
24 

I ron P1011ntah Tessen~er Agent - 4 t m o d  f inal ly  

raceivad autho-izzt ion from t h e  railroad's headquarters to move i n to  the s t a t i o n  on 

?Izy 23, 19G5, and t ra ins  began stopping thsre the next day. 25 The Cotton Belt did 

? o t  b e g k  u s i ~ g  the  station f o r  saverd weeks as tha  track cor-necthg the  tm lbss 

The Ynion Degot reverted to Pine Bluff when t h s  Kissouri Pacific" frmc5ise - d t h  

'. 1 
26 

~ n s  c i t y e ~ i r e d  J ~ l y 3 1 ,  1955. T h e r ~ i l r o a d c o n t i n u ~ d t ~ u s e a n o f f : ~ s a  h t h e  

> , : l l dh~  f o? se-mral yezr.s a s  'neadqaarters fo r  t n e  division1 s freight ageat. The Rail- 

*ay 3 q r 9 ~ 3  ~ a i n t a h e d  i t s  fact l i tg  5.n tF.9 depot  until t h e  company w m t  o a t  o f  busLqess. 

In -.eccn= years t h e  bujldfng has been used by g o v s m m ~ ~ t  zgencies and l a s t  year 

: f a m s r s t  mark??  was o p e ~ e d  undw t h e  o l d  passenger shed. The city is no** a t t e m p t i n g  



HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
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Kay 18, 1978 

Phone: (50q 3 371: -2763 

C i t y  of Pine Bluff 
c/o Mayor Charles X~ore 
Civic Center 
200 E a s t  8th Avenue 
Pine  Bluf f ,  AR 71601 

Re: Unlon S t a t i o n ,  JefSerson C o u n t y  

Dear Mayar Moore: 

The staff of the bkansas  Kistoric Preservation Program is preparing a 
National Register nomination for the  above captioned property which will 
be presented to t h e  Arkansas Sczte ~ e v i e w  Committee at their June meeting. 
If approved, the nomination will be submitted to the  N a t i o n a l  Register 
off ice  i n  Vashington f o r  f i n a l  consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a l i s t i n g  of historic  s i t e s ,  
b u i l d i n g s ,  objects and districts from a11 across t he  country t h a t  are 
w o r t h y  of prese-nation. Entry in the National Register is an honor which 
places an obl igat ion on a private owner. It does, however, provide 
protection through comment by the Advisory Council on H i ~ t ~ r i c  Preservation 
from 5ederally f inanced,  assisted or licensed projects that might affec t  
a Xatioaal Register property. 

Gn October 4, 1976, the President s i g n e d  a Tax R e f o r m  A c t  of which  
Section 2124 refers to t a x  incentives for  h i s t o r i c  properties. Enclosal 
you w i l l  find an infornation sheet on #at tax act. 

If you have any questions concerning t he  program or this property's 
nomination, pleasa contact SanZra Taylor Smith of our staff .  

Enclosed are two copies of t h i s  letter. Please complete the  form below, 
sign and return t h e  or ig ina l  to our office. The copy is for your files. 
We would a?preciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the 
nomination of th i s  property. If we do n o t  hear E m m  you w i t h i n  30 days 
your approval w i l l  be assumed, 

Sincerely, 

E L f A  c, ~ d w 3  
BarSara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

I approve of the nomina t ions f  t h e  above property to t h e  National Register 
of Historic places. J - yes 

Date Siq-a ture  





W A ~ O R  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 'A 

dce continuation sheet 

ACREAGE OF LOMINAT EO P R O P E R ~ Y  less than one acre 
UTM REFERENCES 

u 1-1 
ZONE EASTING NOilf HING 

Z N  ,'4"':"i',, I NORTHING , , , , , , , u 1-1 
c W I I I I I I I ~ I  
VERBAL 60'J NDARY DESCRIPTION 

EortSsasf Cormr E a s t  Fourth Avema and S t a t a  Strsrrt. Lots 3 & 4 Block 41, 
ole Tom Pias BW% 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT lES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNW BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COW NTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

- 

A P O R M  PREPARED BY 
NAME / TlTCE 

5 H H i s t o r i a n  
OQGASlZhTIOM DATE 

608 North 20th 
STREET & KWMBER TELEPHONE 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION I 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: I 

NATIONAL. STATE - LOCALL 
As the desrgnated State Histortc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Presarvation Act of 1966 IPubl~c Law 89-665). 1 1 
hereby nornlnate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated aceord~ng to the 1 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Par e. 
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