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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 

The Truloc?c-Cook House was originally built as a single-family residence, ca. 1903. 
Th is  cne-and-a-half story frme structure is irregular' in plan and massing, and is . 
cliaracteristic 04 the "Shlngle Stylev* and Colonial Revival. I 

I 
3nof shapes include several gambrels, a steeply sloping curved roof over the south- 
west corner of t h e  porch, and a semi-conical roof projecting from the west gambrel 
n-,?er a small. second floor balcony. Hipped dormers are found on t h e  south and west 
f ~ c a d e s .  The  porch wrapping around the west and south sides is rounded on the 
sccthwest comer and has a projecting sed.-c2rclslar bay at t h e  w e s t  entrance. 
Sim2lt Tuscan columns support the proch roof while t he  balcony employs tw Tuscan 
colu~ms resting on stylobates, Weatherboa& sheath the first floor, and cedar 
z'nakes (replacing the wooden shingles) are used on t h e  roofs and gambrel-ends, I 
33tbIe-hung windows vary from the standard two-over-two light sashes to multi-lights 
a-rer m e  l i g h t  sashes. In the south gambrel is a P a l l a d i a  windm4 w i t h  nulti-lights 
in t:!. -a upper sashes. Three double-hung windows project slightly under that south 
qxr'lrei on the first floor.  In t he  southwest corner of the first floor under t h e  
p-cch, th;: t k o  windows have bowed sashes and glass. The oriel window on the west 

( Lra:c?3t? is ~ 2 d e  up of a group of three r3ouble-hung sashes and transoms, t he  whole of -- . .-, 4 r+-. -, .- 

I 
.>,. ,,,, rjvp?orted by decorative brackets. The geometry of the muntins in t h e  or- 
iel. and port:? windows Is i n t e r e s t i n g  In that each upper sash is made up of rectanq- 
uLar lights s r i t h  a semi-circle at the bottom, and the lower sash is sin~le l ight .  
O Z e n  t h e  lights iq the upper sashes are frosted. Above the  double e~trance: doors 

I 
on t he  west is a nulti-light transom. 1 

Z 
The orS.vinal natural f i n i s h  is still remaining on t he  in te r io r  pine doors, door and i 
vinc:n:.: t r i m ,  window seats, p ic tu re  mokds, and two original  mantels. The ceramic 1 
t i le  surrounding the fire place openings and hearths is original. All first story I 

f lo3rs are cak. Two sets  of paneled pocket doors with transoms are found in the 
sozth rooms, while the pocket doors leading to t h e  dining room on the  south have 

i 
glass w i t h  dividad lights. ! 
It is believed that the second floor half-story originally used as attic space. A 
ste.;? narrow sta ir  leads to t h i s  area f r o m  a s m a l l  h a l l  in the middle of the house. 

I 
1 - 

3 4  l 'tic wzs pzobably planner? to be used as additional bedroom space as the orig- . . -. 
:;la_ ?-rtLl:ck f m i l y  s u t T r e w  the s i x  basic rooms on the z l r s t  f l o o r .  l iow~ves,  this 
bid not cccur and the r o a m s  w e r e  never finished. 

- 
1.-.t?e 1940rs, the Trulock-Cook house was divided into apartments* and 5n L\a ear l y  
1 5 7 9 " ~ ~  an attempk was made to conve* the building into a Bcplnxl but this pro- 
S~c t -  was never f inished.  Plans are currently beinu made to rehabilitate the house 
bzck .in50 a single-family residence for descendants of the original omers, A n  

sx:onsi~~e a m u n t  of renvoation is planned, including rewiring, replumbing, a cen- 
t r a l  heat and cooling system, and structural repairs.  I 
A?.: siqnizlieant architectural features will be retained. The one exception to the 
restoration will be retention of the cedar shakes added in the. early 1970's to re- 
plcce the original  woo8een shingles. The cost of this aspect could make the project 
-~cono:.~ica lly unfeasible. I 
Tacsted in Pine Bluff's oldest residential area, the Trulock-Cook House is an . i 

i ~ % g r ~  1 part of t h i s  historic neighborhood. I 
1 . t 
1 



AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- C: IECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHlSTDRIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANOSCAPE ARCHLTECWRE 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -COCONSERVATION ,L9W 

SPECIF!C DATES ca. 1903 BU I LDERIARCH ITECT U n k n o ~ n  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF8CANCE 

The TruLock-Cook House is an excellent Arkansas example of the continuation of 
ths Shingle Style  and Colon5al Revival, and is the sole remabing structure of its 
type in Pine Bluff ,  Typical of the Shingle S t y l e  is its wide gambrel roof with 
the roof and gambrel-ends a l l  shingled, the whole of which is the Eomlnant element 
of the  building. The Colonial RevEva1 details include the Tuscan columned porch, 
the  P a l l a d i a  window, and classically detailed mantels. The projecting half-  
circled balcony h the west gambrel w i t h  its semi-conical roof i s  a unique and 
s ign i f i can t  feature. The unusual geometry of the window sashes, the window seats, 

. the  large pocket doors, and the original i n t e r i o r  w o o d  finishes also c o n t r i b u t e  
to making this buildfng one of: the most architecturally outstanding homes in P i n e  
Bluff. 

In addition to i t s  arch2tectural rnerlt, the Trulock-Cook House is significant in 
its assoc3ation with t w o  prominent Pfne Bluff families. The Trnlock Zanily has 
been involved w l t h  farming, banking, hotel operation civic affairs in P h e  
Bluff and Jefferson County s i n c e  their settlement there In 1844. The Cook family 
have long been well-know mrchants Ln t h e  city. 

Pine B l u f f  is located in southeastern Arkansas. Situated at the head o f  the 
Arkansas River delta.  settlement of Plne Bluff begzn aroung 1820 as river tra2e 
developed. By 1832, Pine Bluff had become the trading center in southeast Arkansas 
and at t he  time of its i n c o r p o r a t i o n  in 1839, the surrounding land had been cleared 
by homesteaders with cotton as the dominant element of the econornic base. Tha 
first newspaper i-n Pirne B l u f f  was bequn 2n 1847 and t he  ffrst  manufacturing es- 
tablishwnt began o:eratiion In 1850. 

In 1569 when t h e  population of Pine Bluff was about 700, 30hn 5. Hammett bought 
t w o  lots in the city from W i l l i a m  E, Foodruff, founder of the Arkansas Gazette. In 
1873 H--kt's-dacghter marrled Marshall Sut ton  Truloek, Trulock's family had come 
from GeorgZa to Jefferson County in 1844 and established a laxge plantation. F o l -  
lowing h f s  marriage, Marshall Trulock b u g h t  Lot 2 of Block 32, Woodruff Addition 
to Pine Bluff  from hi's father-in-law, In 1876 Trulock built t he  ~rulock-~ould-Mullis  
House ladried to the  National Register of Historic Places 1-3-78). 

?Upon the death o f  John Hammett, Marshall Trulock and his w i f e  bought the other l o t  C included An R a r r r m e t t ? ~  or iginal  purchase. Their son, Harry Trulsck, subsequently 
Furchased t h e  lot In 1903 and shortly thereafter constructed the Tmlock-Cook House. 

The Harry Trulock family'occupied the structure u n t i l  it was sold to Joe Cook in 
1918, Cook operated a large wholesale grocery in Pine Bluff, 
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Durir*g  the t i m e  t he  Trulock and Cook f a d l i e s  occupied the house, it was a single 1 
family residence. A f t e r  t h e  Cook family sold the house in 1940, it w a s  divided I 

I i n to  six apartments, In January, 1966, Bsn Pearson, manufacturer of archery equip- I 
ment,  began purchasing all of the houses in Block 32. At t he  t i m e  of h i s  death in 1 
1371, Pearson owned a l l  of Block 32 and had succeeded in restor ing a l l  of the homes 
except: t h e  Trulock-Cook House. Pearson had, however, begun work on t h e  house. He 

j 
L 

.hzid plans to convert it to a duplex with the exter5or restored t q i t s  or ig ina l  ap- 
paranee.  No work has been done on the Trulock-Cmk House since Pearson's death. 
At present, a descendant of Marshall Trulock is in the process of purchasing and 

I 

restoring the family home. I b 

Block 32 of the k:oodrufE Addition to Pine Bluff is an i n t a c t  collection of archi- 
i 
I,. 

t e z t u r ~ l l y  significant structu~es. Three of the  s t ruc tures  in the block are listed 
on the Nat ional  Register of Historic Places. Theseare the Hudson-Grcce-Borreson 
Hozse E>ational Register 6-24-71), the ~0th-Rosenzweig House (National Register 6 

I 

12-12-76}, and t h e  Trulock-Gould-Mullis House (National Register 1-3-78). The I 

o t?~? r  t w o  houses in the block, the Rowell-Day House and the  Day-List House have been 1 
r e s t o r e d .  

I 
1 

. - m , :  . . I 8 . c ,  .. 1 . .. I : !  . I 
Pzstoration of the Trulock-Cmk ~ o u i e  w i l l  complete the "Pearson Block" (as it is I 

kram lacally). Very few blocks in*Pine Bluff's historic residential  section re- I 

main as i n t a c t  and original in appearance as t he  "Pearson B l o c k . "  As t h e  last step i 

iq completing Pearson's project, renovation and recognit ion of the Trulock-Cook 
House w i l l  servo as an example and stimulus for restoration of Pine Bluff's histor- 
ic resources. 










































