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CHECK O N E  CHECK ONE 

Df SCRlBE T H E  PRESENT AND QRlGlNAL (IF KNOWN] PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rotel P i n e s  is a s i x  storey U-skaped structure with a two-storey pile 
inf  i l l i n g  the open " "U Itm on the front (east3 elevation is a three-bay portico 
w i t h  a f u l l  entablature supP~r+zed by four se ts  of coupled I o n i c  c o l m s .  
The l e g s  of the"Gt'have storefrorrts on t h e  street level .  The second storey 
is divided from the first and third by stone belt courses. Sn balcony is 
centered 012 each leg at the third floor belt course. Each leg i s  divided 
into three bays by pi las ters  which rise from the third floor belt-cows@ to a 
f l a t  cornice. The cornice  divides t h e  fifth f loor  f r o m  the sixth. h p5las- 
t e r  r ises f r e m t h e  cornice to a m o r e  narrow cornice above L9e sixth £loor-  
Abcve this cornice-line a r e  iron cavered a t t i c  air-vents. The building is topped 
hp a C e n t i l e d  and bracketed box cornice. The corners of the legs appear as 
pilasters; they axe capltaled at t h ~  a t t i t ' l i n e .  ' Capitals are corirposed of 
stone tablets hung v i m  garlnnss and are connected by a fluted band. 

Interior 

Ceilings on the first  floor entrance are coffered and supported by a f u l l  entab- 
lature mounted on pink marbleized c a l m s .  The entablature contains d e n t i l s  
and agee mold. Column cap i t a l s  are decorated w i t h  an egg and daxt mold. The 
lobby is a barrel  vault s u p p r t d  by grey marble columns and pilasters. The 
c e i l i n g  is a curved lead stained-glass sky-light. The glass is multi-colored. 

A second s t o r e y  'balcony -encircles the lobby. V ~ u l t  lines are dqearatsd with 
roan8 plaster ' m b E i f  s . ' fieir 'ck'nters do i ta id  elec&ic lamps. Tlik balcony 
opens to t h e  center s p e c  t F o w g h  wide arches divided into three parts. Over 
the m a i n  entrance' &r> the' i o h y  'i& a b w e d  balcony supportkd by a large decora- 
t ive  bracket. ' W a l l s  arc f i n i s h e d  in grey marble and f locrs  are mosaic ceramic 
t5le. 
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.lcM)-1499 A 3 C H Z 3 L O G V - H I S T O R l C  ,CONFISERVATIOPJ -LAW -SCIENCE 

190-1599 A G f t l C U l T U R E  XECONOMICS _LITEAATLIPE ,SCULPTURE 
X 1696.1699 d R C H 1 T E C T U R t  -FDUCAROM -tdl LITARY S O C I A  WWUMAQITARLAN 

1700-1799 A R T  ,ENGlNEERtVG -MUSK ,THEATER 

1500-38199 .?COMMERCE ,EXPLbRAT13MJSETTL€MENT -PHILOSDFHY -TRANSPORTATION 

1930- ,COMMUNt CATIONS -1?4!3vsTRY 4 0 L l T I C S i G O V E  RNMEMT -OTHER l S D E a F Y l  

,tNVENTION 

;PECIFIC DATES 1910-191 3 BWIPDERrARGHITECT George 3. M ~ I I ? #  St. k u i s  
Conkractors/Monlc. & - R i t c h i e .  -Pine Pl riff 

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hotel Pines is a large and architecturally significant b u i l d i n g  that is 
e ~ h l l i s h e d  w i t h  classical Zetailing, It was b u i l t  in 1912 in an e f f o r t  to 
bring more business to the section of Main Stree-t: in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, 
that lay south or" t h e  city's railroad,.tracks. It yas ,su~cess~ul~to that . . end. 
The Hotel Pines  w& also , akd+f in&t  I _  .. . .hotei _ .  .in P i n e  ~l;f'f. . . . L  

i 
I 

On Ju ly  21, 1910. a group of proninent Pine B l u f f  c i t i z e r . ~ ;  organized a company 
co build a l a rge ,  f i r s t - c la s s  hotel at t h e  corner of Vest Fifth and Main streets 
in downtown P i n e  BLuff. The group adopted the name of t h e  Pine BkufE Hotel 
-orpany and authorizer1 an issue of $2501006 in capital stock.  

- The need f o r  a majar hotel which would be located on M a i n  Street south o f  the 
- Cotton Belt and Missouri-Pacific railroae tracks had been recognized f o r  some 

tf=me. The ra i l road  t r a c k s  cut across Main Street near  its in te rsec t ions  with 
Third  and Fourth Streets. The area north a5 t h e  tracks was a khriving commer- 
cia1 area, bbt t h e  lan3 ~ 0 5 t h  of th'e tracks had no+.been devzloped to its f u l l  

i 
business p t e n t i a l .  The omer's of t h e  Maia Street property which was locate3 
southof  the railroadtracks k l i e v e d t h a t  3-15 presence of .=. m o d e r n h o t e l  : 

t i  I 

h3uld lure  business south of the tracks. They reasoned that an i n f l u x  of new I 

business trduld increase t h e  vclue of thelr property. 

Architect George R. Mann was h i r e d  to design the new hotel. Mann A-ds a St. 
Louis architect w:?o d s si g n c d son e sf Arlcansas' rnos t s i g n  5 f - 
icant b u i l d i n g s .  t'imong these structures are t h e  Arkansas Sta te  Capi tol  Bui ld -  
i n g  (1911) and the Hotel Xario5 (1905). Both are located in L i t t l e  Rock, and 
both are currently listefI on the Natkona l  R e g i s t e r  of Historic Places .  The 
:.?onk and R i t c h i e  firm of Pine Bluff was contracted to bui ld  the hote l .  Stone 
work was snbeontracted to the E. L- Rogers C o m p n y  of Little Rock. 

Paul X. Beerwagen of Payetteville, Arkansas, was hired to decorate the i-terior 
of the hotel. Heerwagen had previously worked on such hokels as t he  Gay-Teague 
in Montgomery, Alabama: the Pie&mnt in Atlanta, Georgia; the BentEey in 
Alexandria, Louisiana; the Galvez in Galveston, Texas; and the FIarion in Little 
Rack. Heerwzgan red ee o r a k e d the lobby and the mezzanine of the Hotee l  

es  in 1928. 

Three hunbred f i f t y  thousand dol lars  was spent for the e a n s t r u c t i o n  of t n e  Hotel 
Pines. Many of P ine  BluEf's leading citizens were stockholders in the  venture. 
The largest stockholder w a s  the Cotton Selt &nk, w5ich b u g h t  three-hundred 
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shares of s tock-  For a nu~be r  of years khe offices of t he  bank were located 
an the f i r s t  flmr of the Hotel Pines. 

The construction of t h e  H o t e l  P i n e s  was not without i n c i d e n t .  wicksand w a s  
discovered on the constructisn s i te ,  and t he  problems it caused in laying L%e 
foundation of the building create3 a lengthy delay. On July 2 2 ,  1912, one of 
t h e  workmen was killed when he fel l  six stories from the roof. 

Cile Pine B l u f f  FIotel Carnpany dic! not attempt to o;?erate the Hotel Pines, rather 
it leased the building to t he  firm of Storm and Watson. Merrbers o f  the firm 
had previous experience w i t h  Hotel Adolphus in Dallas. 

Tine h o t e l  wan of f ic ia l ly  opened on November 6 ,  1913. In the banquat hall, which 
was decorated w i t h  pine c lus t e r s ,  Arkansas Govornor George W. Hays delivered the 
principle address. During i ts y e a r s  o f  service, the Hotel Pines was tne major 
hotel .  fn Pine Bluff and was one of thc f i n e s t  hotels in nrkansas. 

The Eotel Pines  operated con t inuous ly  u n t i l  1970, at which time it closed. 
According to Walter N. Trulack, Jr., the  son of a former manager of the h o t e l ,  
the  Pines never paid a dividend an its stock. The controlling s t o e k  in the  h o t e l  
was sold in 1971 to a group of Pine Bluff investors. The bui ld ing  is curxently 
vacant, but plans for its reuss have been drawn, 

The HoteL P i n e s  is a c lass ica l ly  deta i led ,  six-storey, br5ck structure. The 
hotel 5s  U-shaped. A tw- s to rey  p i l e  infi1l .s  the open, central part of t h e  
building- T h i s  central sccti@n of the h o t e l  is the middle part  of t h e  building's 
U-shape, A three-5ay port ico w i t h  full cnkablature is located on the f r o n t  
l eas t )  elevation of the hotel. This entablature is supported by four sets  of 
coupled Tonic columns. Tne second etorey is divided f r o m  the first and t h i r d  
stories by stone SeLt courses.  The upper four floors (or shaft] of each wing 
of the building's U-shape are i d e n t i c a l l y  d e t a i l e d .  R balcony is centered in 
the facade of each wing on line with the third storey belt course. The facades 
of both wings are divided by pilasters into three bays, Thebe pilasters wise 
from the  third s torey  b e l t  course to a flat cornice which divides the f i f t h  
from the s ix th  floors. A nsxe narrow c o r n i c e  i s  posltioncd above t he  sixth 
floor. A third cornice, which is a dentiled and bracketed box eornicer i s  
located below the flat roof-line of t h e  hote l .  The first f l o o r  of the building 
c o n t a i n s  plate-glass storefronts. 

The c e i l i n g s  of the hotel"  f i rs t  floor entrance a r e  coffered and are supported 
by a E u l l  entablatare that is mounted on pink marbleized columns. Tine lobby 
is a barrel vaul t  which is supported by grey marble columns ~ n d  pilasters. The 

ceiling is a sky- l i gh t  "_hat is composed ef curved lead stained-glass. 
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The stained glass is multi-colared. 

A second storey balcony encircles the lobby. It opens to the lobby thzough wide  
arches which are divided into three parts. Vault l i n e s  in the ce i l ing  are dec- 
orated w i t h  round p l a s k e r  m o t i f s  t h a t  contain electric lamps- The walls of the 
lokby are finished in w e y  mrrrble,and the floors of the lobby are mosaic c e r a m i c  
t i l e .  
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