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,UNALTERED ZOAIGINALS~TE 
X-ALTERED ,MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE i 
j 

The Elms i s  a r h i s e d  cottage with three leve l s ;  basementJ entrance and 
attic. Each level has  a d o d l e  pile and central hall. The plan of Lhe main 
structure is rectangular with a rectangular addi t ion running the entire length 
of the back. There is a galerie on the front from which a single stair l e a d s  
to a landing f rom which a single stair leads to a landing from which a half-turn 
stair Leads to Lhe ground level. The galerie rests on brick piers. The galtrie --- 
i s  broken into five Bays batwekn s i x  posts which have c u r v i l f n e a  jig-saw braces. 
Tile rai l ing with turned balusters steps down slightly to t he  three middle bays- 
The  basement is composed of three bays, w h i l e  the entrance level has f i v e  bays, 
3'k- roof is a gable w i t h  eves, brackets and resurns. There are s i x  dormers, 
three an the f r o n t  and "three on the back. The dermers  are pedimnts and t h e i r  
roofs arc bracketed. There are t w o  corbeled i n t e r i o r  chimneys. The windows of 
?he s t ruc ture  have six over six l i g h t s .  The two  center doors have transms w i t h  I 
n i n e  l i q h t s  and three  side l ights  on each s i d e .  The house is f in i shed  in weather- ! 
board w i t h  the  exception o f  the b r i c k  basement and the dormer s i d e s  which are 
staggered butts. The entrance h a l l  contains a walnut stair which leads to the I 

I 
a t t i c  f l o o r  and an enclosed stair leading to the basement- 

,Ion. me interiors of The E l m s  h a v ~  been maintained in excel lent  condi'' i I 
1 

stariwZys leading to t h e  second floor and basement are found in the spacious 
first f loor  center h ~ l l .  hn o r i g i n a l  mantel remains in the northwest parlor* I 

The floor plan of The Elms remains basically unaltered. There have been 
some a l t e r a t i o n s  to t he  rear of t h e  house. These are thought to have been made 

during Ben Altheimsr * smership. 
, : .,: . ' . . . . '  I a ' I .  " ., 

The Elms rests  upon I t s  original site, framed hy graceful e l m  and magnolia 
tree%, I . -  . '  . . 4 ' :  . t .  - .  . .  . 
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STATEMENT OF S1GNIFLCANCE 

Set amid a grouping of huqe oak and e l m  trees, The Elms is a one and one- 
half s t o r y  frame structure canskructed in 1865. The house is believed to be t h e  
o l d e s t  strncture in t h e  v i c i n i t y .  The Elms is an architecturally siqnificanf 
structure as an example o f  a L o u i s i a n a  raised cottage. 

The r a i s d  cottage i s  an American style, developed by kha Co lon ia l  French 
as a solution to the spccial problems posed Sy a semi-tropical climate. Rlthough 
%e Elms is not: stylistically pure hawing been  b u i l t  too late to be considered a 
.rue frouisiana raised cottage, it i s  a c lear ly  expressed link to Arkansas her i tage  
in the Louisiana Purchase, and is n style rars and significant to this s t a t e .  

The house features decorative detailing in its porch post and railing, 
brackets and danr,ers. The w a l l s  of the lovmr floor or basement are of brick con- 
s truct ion,  measuring fourteen inches in w i d t h .  

The Elms w a s  constructed in 1866 by Dr. Samuel Jordon Jones and his wife, 
Virginia Meline Jones. O r i g i n a l l y  from Alahaaa, tlle Joneses move5 to Altlteirner 1 
s h u r t l y  before the C i v i l  War, where they entered the f a n n i n g  business. Dr, Jones I 

died on August 3,  1881 and was buried in the family cencltary behind  The Bkns. 
The house was owned by the Jones' only ch i ld ,  Edna Collier,  then sold to Ben J. 
Althciner, from whose estate it w a s  purchased by the present otmers. 

i 
The Elms is an imposi~g combination of historic archi tecture and natural, 

scenery. S i t u a t e d  beside a lake and graves of magnolia and elm t rees ,  The E l m s  
i s  a signifLeant historic landmark. 
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