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C ,  1925 

?3WUR'd, The Parkview Apartments building,  constructed in 1925, is s two-story buff- 
brick and concrete structure with a two-and-one-half-story projecting entrance bay 
located at the center of the  U-shaped symmetrical plan. Stylittically, i t  is a hybrid 
of Classical Revival/Collegiate GothidArt Deco seldom found i n  Arkansas, Also 
included is the original garnge/store/incinerabr building to the rear (south) of the 
main building. 

EtAWlIATION. The P * Apartment8 building is a two-story, buff brick snd concrete 
~ulti-unit dwellin ch sits upon a continuous concrete foundation and i o  covered 
by a hipped deck It shingle roof with s projecting cornice except for the 
central projecting bay, which features a f l a t  deck roof behind a crenellated parapet. 
I t s  U-shaped plan is divided i n t o  36 separate apartment units of various aiaes, with 
the resident manager's apartment Located on the  first floor of the central bay. 

The northern elevation of the central connecting portion Is ryuetricallg 
atranged around the two-and-one-half story crenellated entrance bay and features 
grouped eight-over-eight wood sash sad casement windows on both floors, with the 
exception of t h e  single aquare eight-o~er-eight rash  widows placed above t h e  
flanking pedimented eotrknce mrches. Fhe central hay in enbzrcd through the gable- 
M e d  porch on the north aide,  and t h g h  the mingle story balconied corner porches 
on t h e  east and w 6 8 t  s ides ,  Itm first m d  sewnd m t b r y  windows are eight-over-eight 
wood oreh m d  rixteen-pane hinged rwaing w i m b u ~ .  Tbe b p  half-.tory is lighted with 
four-over-four d sash windows, 

Sbe wings each termiask with projecting three-sided bays on their 'mubide' 
elevations Itbe vc~tern eleratiam of tbe mestera  win# and tbe maatem tlevatlon of 
the -tern wing) rad mfw feature identical three-sided bay. oa t b t  nortbetn end of 
their 'inside' elevations, teminatlng h t t b e  ~ ~ ~ t b e r n  tnd ia mingle &tory bslconied 
corner porches ~ I m i l a r  to tbooe djo infng  tbe central bay. %ugh the wings' interior 
floor plans are not m y u e t s i d ,  rtrulting in uymmtricnl window configurations, 
each  feature^ nine bays between t k  project ing  end bays rad tbe connector wall an the 
courtyard elevations and fourteen bapa between the projecting and bays on t h e  
exterior elevations. Eigbt-o~cr-ckght wood d of two sites and narrok' eight-by- 
eight w d  casement windown u e  spnced m u r i d  three entrances on b t b  floors of each 
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of the eastern and western elevations of each wing, all of which are covered with 
gabled wood porch hoods supported on wood de~orative brackets with the exception of 
the flat-roofed corner perches facing the  interior courtyard. The northern elevations 
of each wing, including corner bays, are lighted with both grouped a n d  s ingle  eight- 
by-eight wood casement cindows, with eight-over-eight wood sash appearing in onlr the 
northeast corner bay of t h e  eastern wing.  

The southern or rear elevation 5s two storgs in height with a continuous shed 
dormer providing ventilation to the attic, and is thirty bays long. It ia relieved 
only by a six-bay, slightlr projecting wall component at the western end, and a 
projecting two-bay component st t h e  eastern end, b t h  of which continue around the 
adjoining elevations t o  form the terminating three-sided bay for each of t h o ~ e  walls. 
The windows on both floors of this elevation are of the  same configurations as those 
geen an the other elevations, and the entrances are without  porches of any kind. 

Significant exterior details include the w o o d  gabled porch hoods, the pcdisented 
porches w i t h  f u l l  sidelights and transom, and concrete sills  upp parting the window 
openings throughout, 

The interiors are simply detailed, with a recurring motif being the shallow, 
stripped down decorative wood pediment lintel over door and window openings. Other 
details include shallow telephone niches w i t h  projecting conical shelves and 
segmented arch door openings between apartment rooms. The interiors are also equipped 
with such amenities as t i l e  baths, oak floors, Murphy beds and folding ironing boards 
and dining tables, Originally each apartment w a s  also furnished with a ne*. Prigidaire 
refrigerator, but these have long since been removed. 

Also included ia the conterporsaeous grr~e/etore/inciaerator atrueture rited 
oppo~ite t h e  mouthern (sear) elevation of She main apartment building. This is also 
constructed of buff brick md supported on a continuous concrete foundation, but 
features a vaulted roof composed of' an u p h a l t  membrane dhered b a d deck 
.upposted by a utrics of iron tmrses. The origfnal rain facade faces east, and is 
composed of a twelve-pane entrance door with ~urrounting transom to the south, three 
grouped eight-over-eight wood sash windows to t h e  north, and the automobile entrance 
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leading t o  another teelve-pane entrance w i t h  three-pane tran~om at the northern end. 
Inside are two rooms ta either side of the automobile entrance, behind which is *hat 
remains of t h e  original covered automobile parking area, The half-story incinerator 
is attached to the exterior of t h e  southern elevation. 

With the exception of the red-tile roof and sore of the interior fixtures,  the 
original apartment building ~ t r u c t v r e  is intact and unaltered. The 
garage/store/incinerator building to the south has suffered the remoral of  aver half 
of the original covered parking area, but the end of the building which housed the 
greatest mount of significant activity is intact, as is some of the covered parking. 
The grounds largely retain their original  plantints and landscaping, with the 
exception of a s i m p l e ,  small fountain which had been located near the center of the 
courtyard. This bas removed within the last twenty years due to deterioration and 
excessive repair costs, 

The apartment building and separate rear garage are the only buildings on the 
entire block. 
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S W Y ,  The Parkview Apartments building is significant on both local and statetiide 
l eve l s  by v ir tue  of its unique architectural qualities and itg sssociatians with both 
a local personage and a progressive real estate d e v e l o p ~ e n t  awewent of national 
significance. 

EWItATION.  When this building was designed and erected, it was t h e  largest 
apartment building in the State of Arkansas (in square feet). I t s  style was a 
combination of the  Claseical Revival Renaissance v i l l a  made popular in the later 19th 
and early 20th centuries through the work of such architects as Richard Morris IIunt 
and Charles Follen McKim (The Doston Public Library) and the rising Collegiate Gothic 
being employed bp several east-coast architects in their educational commi~sions 
(e.g., Ralph Adarns Cram's des igns  at Princeton and Yale, Charles Maginnia work at 
Doston College). k t h  styles were commonly used for large, public commissions, and 
hence uere well-sui ted to an apartment building, Furthetaore, t h e  stylized Classical 
vocabulary emplo~ed on the  interior, evch as t h e  shallow decorative wood lintels and 
spare arched wall openings between rooms, prefigures the arrival of the A r t  Deco 
s ty le  that would become popular wi th in  the next several years. As such, this building 
remains one of the finest and most intact examples of this otylistic hybrid in the  
entire state. 

The builder of this complex, O.C. Mwber, was a local res ident  and entrepreneur 
. of great impact in tba c i t y  of Pine Illuff.  A self-made, succea~ful busines~man who 

began his professional involvement with rotion picture theaters in  h i s  native 
Cleveland, Ohio, Ilauber relocated to Pine Bluff in 1910 rt the age of twenty-four and 
started a chain of movie buses from which he obtained him capital to invest in real 

: estate. 11e first opened tbe A-#use-U theater in that pear on W. 2nd Avenue, and ' rhowed such promise in promotion a d  advertising that he w s s  able t o  open the Gem 
Thea 1912, aad a movie and vaudeville thestet i n  1915 called The IIrYber. Though 
be a he Pine Bluf f  theaters in 1920, he eoatinued to operate r o ~ i e  houses in 
C c u d ~ l r  -U England, Askansss, ss well as Pineville, buis iana ,  Ile remained very 
active in  Pine D l u f f ,  helping to constmct such lwal public u e n i t i e g  ns Geieseiter 
Park, the Cornunity Chest Memorial Park, mad the Pine Dluff Natatorium. 

IIe b u g h t  and mold a variety a t  propertiet in the area mtil  be b u g h t  the site 
for this structure in 1924. tlwber becare interested in  progressive imovat ion~  in 
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apartnent living after he s o l d  his Pine Dluff  theaters, largely as an ~ u t g r o ~ t h  of 
his interest in real estate generally. Ile became ~o intrigued u i t h  the idea of 
community apartment buildings that he spent two years researching various plans and 
designs before he settled on an architect and a site, even attending the convention 
of the  National Associatian of Real Estate b a r d s  in Detroit in  1925 to solicit ideas 
and advice. He hired Mitchell Seligman, a local architect, to design the building, 
though he incorpc some of his om ideas, f them dram from apartment 
buildings he had in other cities in the m st. The U-shaped plan,  for 
example, allowed a l arge  concentration of apart men^ unlcs while providing sunlight to 
each one. llauber was intimately associated w i t h  this building, ka he served not only 
as general contractor throughout t h e  construction, but also as resident 
superintendent of the  building after it  was finished, as he and h i s  wife occupied one 
of the units. Ile and h i s  w i f e  continued to Live here at the Parkview Apartments and 
he remained active i n  commercial and civic affairs. Ile donated the building to a 
charits organization he founded in 1953. 

I t  was also llauber's idea to offer two leasing alternatives to hia  tenants. A 
copy of the osig inal tenanti'purchaser con tract sun. i v e s ,  containing language allowing 
resident& to rent at a monthly rate as  as cornon, or to nign-on for a pawent plan 
that would result in ownership over a period of 108 months, This early form of 
apartment ownership (which is commonly known today as t h e  ccndomiaiun) w a s  unusual i f  
no t  rare In 1925. The tenants were also made part of a cooperative rental and 
maintenance arrangement, wheseb~ ther would have a voiee in property improvements and 
maintenance, nnd in new tenant celection, so that they had a far greater voice in the 
rmning of their complex thnn m e t  other tenants in A r l i g n s ~ .  Itauber installed such 
other "progressivew features as the Prigidaire refrigerator, Murphy beds, folding 
ironing b a r d s  md dining tables, and a combination covered garage/store/trash 
incinerator i n  the rear, a separate single-story reetmgular ~tructure w i t h  a steel- 
truss vaulted roof atop buff-brick wal ls .  The Parkview'e tenants were prorided not 
only with covered parking but also with t ruh  pick-up and dinwsal, something the 
city of Pine 13lnEf did not provide at the time. In the eastern end of the same 
building 11auber later in~taltlcd botb I. gro~etp mbse/cafeteria/delicates~en and an 
automobile sewice mhtion,  thereby further providing for tbe convenience of his 
tenants and for t k  overall nelf-nnfficiency of the apartment complex. Only the 
emtern half of this garagejincinerator structure murvives, which includes the 
mtosefservice station mection and lomt parking npace. 
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The Parkview Apartments buildings survive to bear mute testimony to the  
progressive vision of O.C. llauber as a residential developer, and to his dream of 
attractive multi-unit housing that would provide a full range of resident serrices - 
modern and convenient - that would be the cnrp ef many developers today. 
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Verbal BDundary Dsseription 

A l l  of block 44, except the south 64 feet thereof, in Dexter ~ ~ g ' s  addition to the 
city of Pine B l u f f ,  Arkansas. 
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