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The !!4ac.?illan - Xilk ins  - D i l l e y  - I r -dn  residance which faces 
soui;h I s  of the l J p r a i r i s  house1r s t y l e  of arch1 :sctll?ra innorated by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. Tha ax t raord inar i lp  wide eayss of  t h e  housa a-a 
a dis t inguishing cha rac t e r i s t i c ,  They a re  painzad %ki te  Lo r e r l ec t  
l i g h t  i n t o  the  house. The wooden s id ing  i s  ac tua l ly  two pieces - 
a. board -Kith a spec ia l  moulding on top  of it. The da rk  brown with 
t h e  white gables i s  t h e  sane as the  o r i g i n a l  f in i sh .  The f r o n t  porch 
i s  large considering it is  only intended as an entrance. The wains- 
cot ing  in s ide  the  porch is beaded c e i l i n g  applied vertical.ly, The 
entrance is  a large. s o l i d  oak door with leaded clear glass windows 
on e i t h e r  side. A border of l i g h t  green s ta ined g l a s s  gives varie% 
50 :he design. Ins tead  of wal ls ,  t he  f o y s r  is scrsened from the  o t  g e r  
rooms by p a r t i t i o n s  made with oak. squares set diagonally i n t o  an oak 
frame. To the  l e f t  of the foyer  is a small roam, o r i g i n a l l y  !mown. as 
Ifthe card rooart, which i s  now used as a study by Irwin who is a doctor,  
On khe right of ?;he foye r  i s  the  l i v i n g  room with i t s  i 1 f o o t  n ine  
i n c h  high beamed ce i l ing .  liken en te r ing  the  l i v i n g  roon (19' x 2411, 
the  moot eye-catching f ea tu re  1s t h e ' l 0  f o o t  wide dark red Roman br ick  
f i r e p l a c e  wi th  i ts  five f0o.i; opening. Low book cases l i n e  the south 

on the south  s i d e  admit l i g h t  t o  t h e  living room. Two s e t s  of  doubls, 
(-1 - and east s i d e s  of thz room. TWO leaded g l a s s  double casement irindows L a  

ledded glass French doors separate  t h e  l i v i n g  room froin the sun room 
on the  east  side. The r e a r  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  forms a china cabinet,  
Variegated red glazed t i l e s  a r e  s e t  i n t o  the  rear of the fireplace 
t o  offset the monotony of t he  dark r e d  brick and the  shelves i n  the  
cab ine t  are made of  red  oak. The d in ing  room on the  norbh s i d e  of 
t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i s  149 x 191 with a 9' x 335 bay -. eiiploying leaded - 
~ l s s j  windows for l i g h t .  Solid yel low pine beams wars used In the 
c e i l i a g  of t he  12' x 181 sun room and l a rge ,  four-pans c l a a r  glass 
w i i ~ S o w s  surro>md the  three s ides  of the  room. The l i g h ~  fixtures are 
fastened t o  t h e  ~ . m l L s  near eye l e v e l  and the  shades, Lotusiflower- 
shaped, open upward t o  r e f l e c t  l i g h t  off  o f  the walls  and cei l ing.  
A chandelier  over t h e  dining room table has an orange shade t o  give 
warZlth to t h e  room. An i n t r e g a l  p a r t  of the chandelier is a small 

- 

finned fan used t o  cool the'  rooru p r i o r  t o  air conditioning. A picture 
taken from t h e  southeast  corner of the house on DecemSer 15, 1903, 
sho7rs t h a t  t he  house,appeared then as it does Boday with the exception 
of a beamed car port. I 
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The NacFlillan - Wilkins - D i l l e y  - Irwin house i s  an outstanding 
example ofbthe "prairie housew style of a r ch i t ed tu re  o r ig ina t ed  by Frank 
ZJoyd Wright. <men  the Sawyer '& Austin Lwnber Company o f  La Crosse, \ i s -  
consin, a subs id ia ry  of the W. W. C a r g i l l  Company, l a r g a  grain d e a l e r s  i n  
Minn.o,sota, Wisconsin =d the  Dakotas, exhausted i t s  timber holdings,  a 
large t r a c t  of t i s b e r  l a ~ d  was bought i n  Je f fe rson  County and the  sur- 
rounding area. The i n i l l  tias rnovsd t o  Pine Bluff i n  1d99. J. H u  Haciviillan, 
C a r g i l l Q s  son-in-law, was the  genera l  manager, The coinpany deciced t o  ' + I d  a res idence f o r  the  manager and MaciCi.llan commissioned an archi-  ' t named Garden in Chicago t o  design the home. .According to research,  
y e  a r c h i t e c t  was i d e n t i f i e d  as Hugh M. G. Garden, a mamber of  the firm 

""' r' Schmidt, Garden and Nar t in ,  Apparen+,ly Garden was a s tuden t  of Wight 

I i and nszd ?any of the great a r c h i t e c t l s  i d e a s  i n  the homes he (Garden) 
d-asigned. 3. A. fvicleod; a na t ive  of Rushford, Minnesota, who was hi red  ! by Cargill  i n  La Crosse, was s e n t  to Pine Bluff as a bookkeeper for Sawyar i and Austin i n  1901. XcLeod s a i d  the  plans f o r  t h e  house were completed 

I in t;hs la te  s p r i n g  o f  1903 and t h e  con t rac t  t o  const ruct  t h e  residence I 

i given to J. \f, Dutton. iGcLeod w a s  an ainateur photographer and took 
p ickures  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t ages  of const rnct ion f o r  t h e  architect and hac- 
IbIillan, who had t o  spend considerable t i i n e  a t  the C a r g i l l  (grain] Ele- 
Fator Company i n  Minneapolis. The home was completed i n  l a t e  December, 
1903, and the  Mac Millans l i v e d  i n  it; u n t i l  1906 when he was promoted 
t o  manager of the Carg i l l  Secur i ty  Company, which control led  a l l  of the 
Cargill holdings, Franke L. C l a r k e ,  a classmate of 3lacklillan and manager 1 of the Sawyer and Austin comis sa ry ,  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house u n t i l  1910. 

I 
I 

The company so ld  t h e  home t o  V. D u  .Wilkins 'on May 2, 1910. 
Ths  ?$i lkins l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  Fred' L. Di l ley ,  a l o c a l  foundry o m e r ,  
baught.lhe house, on April  13,  1919. Af te r  14rs. Dil ley  a e d ,  Edward S .  
S i l l e y ,  moved-into t h e  house i n  1928 to care  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r .  His 
daughter;  X r s .  Irwin, formerly Eve D i l l ey ,  and he r  husband, Dr. I1asr;nond 
A. Irwin, Jr., l i v e  t h e r e  now, 

! 
1;jh.en Edward Dilley moved i n t o  the house, he changec. the arrangenent 

c '21s r o o m  on the second f l o o r  and i n s t a l l e d  a bathroom, The Irwins,  
I ,- have four ck~ildrsn, b u i l t  an add i t i on  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  the house con- 

lnfng two bedrocms on the  second f l o o r  and a kitchen and den on the 
& r s L  l e r e l ,  'fie addi t ion was constructed i n  such a mannsr as t o  blend 

wi5t-J the o r i g i n a l  por t ion oi" t h e  house and is uo t  v i s i b l e  f rom the fro& 1 or s ides .  
I 

I I I 
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1 From t h e  information ava i l ab l e  this i s  the only house of  
I its design in t h e  S t a t e  o f  Arkansas. 
I i 

? The house has been maintained i n  exce l len t  condit ion throughout ! 
I i t s  life. The owners kept  it painted i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  co lors  of  dark 

brown and white. The main por t ion of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  looks as i t  did when i 

t h e  house was firsc completed. Because of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  uniqueness I I 

and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it has been t h e  home of t h r e e  of t h e  cityts prominent L 

families, the residence i s  worthy of recogni t ion on t h e  National Register. f 

Erikson, became one of t he  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  country, but  i t s  designs were waning 
i n  o r ig ina l i t y .  ~ a r d e n ' s  e a r l y  years with Schmidt a r e  t h e  most s ign i f i can t ,  
when he was one of  the  leaders  i n  t he  f i g h t  t o  keep a l i v e  the  pr inc ip les  of 
t h e  Chicago school. It  is i n t i  t h i s  period t h a t  t he  house i n  Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, f a l l s  - - the period when Garden's r e s iden t i a l  work was receiving 
much a t ten t ion  i n  contemporary per iodicals .  

The huge Montgomery Ward Warehouse (19081, a t  t h a t  time t h e  l a rges t  building 
i n  t he  world with a reinforced concrete frame, i s  h i s  bes t  known work. Other 
Garden designs include: The Montgomery Ward Building (18981, the  Michael Reece 
Hospital (19061, the  Ambassador Hotel (1918), and the  Btnte Brothers Candy . 
Factory (1921). H i s  Schoenhofen Brewery (1902 and t h e  Chapin and Gore Building 
(1904) a re  both Chicago Archi tectural  Landmarks, and h i s  Madlener House (1902, 

1. Hugh Mackie Gorden Garden (1873-1961),'once a draftsman f o r  Frank Lloyd 
Wright and Louis Sull ivan,  was chief designer i n  the  firm 
of Schmidt, Garden, and Martin, though Schmidt has of ten  mistakenly been given 
t h e  c red i t .  The firm i n  l a t e r  years,  then known a s  Schmidt, Garden and 

now headquarters f o r  t he  Advanced Studies i n  t he  Fine A r t s )  is l i s t e d  on the  
National Register of His tor ic  Places. 

i 

Y 



?Qp j~ j f -~~  BIB~;~QGRAPWICAL REFERENCES 
.1: .- 4. A, i'icleod, pe r sona l  in te rP iew,  k p r i l  2 i ~  1972. 

, -- l l jr3a .L?drrws. Architectura in ~ h i c a i o  3ilS. J<id-.4inerioa, a Photoqraphic .. . . - - 
H l S t O T Y ,  (Kingsport, Tcnaessoe, Kingsport  Press, inc . ,  i 4 a Y j  I 

drlcansas -- Gazette, 14ay I S ,  1972. 
Nrs. Ea.pond A. I rwin ,  JT. , personal  i n t e r ~ i ~ . ~ ,  May 29, 1972. 

t 
I 
I 

Jer'feraon County Lend E s c o ~ d s ,  Ci rcu i t  Clerk's off ice ,  Deed S o o t 5 8 ,  i 
P, 332 dnd D e w  7 0 ,  p-  7 7 5 -  

~ G E O G X A F H I C A L  DATA i 
ACRWSE OF NOMINATED PROPERN l o 4 c . U e  acre. 
UTM REFERENCES 

AM \519111514r0j b 1 7 1 8 r 6 1 6 0  - 1 0 )  ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ ~ ~ + ~ ~  
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

Land Description 

Lot ' 7 & 8 ~ l o e k ; l ~ ,  ~ i l l i a m s  subdivision o f  ~ l o c k s  8 i 9 ,  10 & 11 
of t h e  Deiter Harding Addition t o  Pine Bluff, Arkansas, located in -.. the ~ d $  Section 10 Township 4 South Range' 9 West. 

* . - .  < . - . . c 

< .. . . - . .. I '  

LIST ALL STATES.AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIES 

c . . . . . .  . . 
... - .ST=€ . . . . . CODE COUNTY < CODE 

( - 
P --. 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
L' I I 

 FORM PREPARED BY : 
NAME/ TITLE 

I 
i 

c. c Jmes W, Leslie. Djrector ' July 27-, 1976 . 
ORGAhIZATION ' DATE I 
Jefferson Countv .History . . ~ort&ission 
STREiT& NUMBER TELEPHONC 

t?+u.&&gQQ 60A l!,!sc:t 2Qth k a ~ ~ l s  5'3k-7826 ' ' 
CI ?\! O? TCW 19 STATE 
- . . 
P+na  Rlriff krkansa!=t 71501 ' . 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION . < .  . 

THE EVALU TED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

/, . . NATIONAL, STATE; . LOCAL - - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominat4this property for inclusion i n  theaational Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated accdrding to the 
criteri? and procedures set forth . . .  

c. ' 
L 

- . .  . . .  V E  SIGNATURE f ' 

TITLE t 
< D ~ T E  



~ ~ 

I FIA ilCNAL PARK SERVICE , . .  
1 

.,... . 
RE CSl\iED 

NArDONBL XEG45TZi 8 F  H!STOBiC ?:LACES 
JN VENTOR'Y -- ,h.lO&lHMA'I'lON ̂ r'O$Lhq 

~ T E  Ej'JTE3E-Q 

! 
ITEM N U M B E R  9 PAG5 1 CONTI NUATION SHEET 

! 

"Architects Weed, Garden Die," Architectural For?, Vol. 115, Nov. 1961, p 16. 
Condit, Carl W. The Chicago School of Architecture. Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 1964. . The Rise o f  the Skyscraper. Chicago: University of 
Chicaqo Press, 1952. - 

Greengard, Pernard C.  "Hugh M. G .  Garden," Prairie School Review, 
Vol. 3 ,  f i r s t  quarter 1966, pp.. 5 - 18. 

Who's Who i n  America, Vol 26 ,  1950 - 51. 





l *Y.  LO-7 1) 

U.NITED STATES CkT.L\RTMENT OFTHE 1NTLi?!@R 
NAT!CN ?i ?ARK SERVICE 

fiJ~TkONAL REGISrTZX OY HISTOXIC ?L,.S.CES 
PROPEXTY MAP FORM 

-- -- --- 
SEE INS Tr7 USTIGNS IN HOW Ti3 CQdPLFE EA UONAL REGIS :El? +rQRMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- FNZLnSE WITH MA? -*U- rn NXME 
HISTORIC 

MacXillan-Wilkins-Dilley-Irwin Houaa 
AYD/OR COMMON 

CITY. TOWN V I C I N I T Y  OF COUNTY STATE 
Pine Bluff Jefferson Arkansas 

MA? R E F E R X M a  
SOUACE United States Geological Survey 

1 :24000 DATE 1962 (photorevised 1971) 

a REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

INT: 2986-75 \ . -': 



. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  .. ~. . . .  . . .  
~ 

w m "  10-301a i 
r 1) - UNITEDS-~ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR i 1 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE i 
MATTONAL REGIS'EW OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
i 
f 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES --IENCLOSE W ~ T H  PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME I 
! 

HlsToRlc i 
I l a d T i l l o n  - YFI-kins p C i l l e y  - Inp~in  !<ouss 
AND/OR COMMON 

I 
i 

/ LOCAI'ION 4~ Martin ivenue 
CITY. TOWN -VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 
T i n e  Sluff Jsff er son :rlcansas 

?HOT0 REFERENCE 
PHO.IoCREDIT James YT. i - e s l i  e 

NEGP %,=ILED,.W J m e s  W. T R s E ~ ,  603 ' ~ b ~ t  23th ?.vo., Pine Bluff, AR 71501 j 1. 



PROPERTY OWRER'S AP?aOYAL 

1 ,  , am the legal 
R. 5 .  Irxm, Jr. /, 

.owner of the rasadknce ,' 
i, 

located at LO7 Ifartin Avenue, Pine 3luff, Arkansas 

--hw. I hereby acknowledge that 1 have been fully informed and 
undarstand the significance of having the aforementioned 
property placed on the Nacional Register of Historic 
Places. 

I hereby approve ths inclusion O F  the aforementioned 
property on the National Register of Historic Places. 

A 

Date 


