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1. Name 
historic Arkansas Bank & Trust  Company 

mdnor common N/A 

2. Location 

s t w t  6 number 103 Walnut St reet  N/Anot fw pubiicatbn 

c~ty, town Newport WA vicinity ot 

state Arkansas code 05 Jackson coda 067 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership S tus R...nt Us0 
- dlstrlct - public - ocwplecl - agrlculhnr ,, murum !? 
1 bullding(s) A private - unoccupkd & commercial , park 

1 ,structure b o t h  - work in progmsa - educational - private mWna 
- slte Public Acqulaitlom Accessible - entettainmmt - rellgioua 

"ID - object in process X yes: restricted - government , scientlflc 
being considered - yes: unrestricted - induatrlal - transportation 

-. no , milltary , other: 

4. Owner of Property 
--- - -- . John Minor Co., Inc. 

S ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ I S W  103 Xalnut Street  (Corner o f  Front St reet  & Walnut St reet )  

city. town Ne\~port  NLevicinity ot state ~~b~~~ . 

5. Location of Leaal Descrietion 
courthouse. reglatry d deeds, etc. Jackson CO . Courthouse 

atmol b numkr 

thy, town Newport state Arkansas 

6. - Representation in Existing Surveys 

tMe N/A has this properly bean determid digibk? y e s  -no 



7.' Description 

Condition Check one Check ome 
X excellent - deterloratad - unaltered -- original site 

z g d  , ruins 2- altered -moved date 
-fair - unekposed 

Doserib tho present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY 

Constructed i n  1916, the Arkansas Bank & Trust Company s i t s  on the corner of Front 
and Walnut Streets facing northwest towards the White River and the Missouri-Pacific 
Railroad. Designed by the prominent architectural firm of Mann & Stern of Little 
Rock, the rectangular, two-story building features the lavish adornment that 
character1 zes the eclectic Neoclassic style. Colossal columns, an elaborate 
entablature, and other elaborate detailing result i n  an architectural form t h a t  
constitutes one of the finest commercial structures i n  Newport. 

ELABORATION 

The Arkansas Bank & Trust Company Building faces northwest on Front  Street i n  
downtown Newpart's main thoroughfare and leads t o  offices on the second floor. A 
secondary entrance faces northeast along Walnut Street. This flat-roofed commercial 
building is  finished with terra cotta on i t s  principal elevations, while the 
remaining two exterior wall s are of brick construction. 

I 

Two stories i n  height and rectangular i n  plan, the building's imposing character 
begins with the northwest facade's four symmetrically placed colossal, fluted, Roman 

I 
Composite, engaged columns. Raised by twelve-inch square pedestals, two columns 

a flank the central entrance while the remaining two nestle between corner pilasters 
and the facade wall. 

The primary entrance on the.nortliwest side' lis siGrounded by bead and reel and 
simble water leaf molding. Flourished rosette detailing flanks the molding. Dentils 
and egg and dart molding rest above the doorway. Modillioncd brackets support 
dominant entablature upon which lies a round cartouche flanked by cornucopias and 
topped wi t h  a she1 1: b 

Although the northeast side i s  approximately. three times'the length of the facade, 
i t  possesses only four engaged columns. Instead, the northeast side is  embellished 
w i t h  four symmetrically placed pilasters w i t h  the remaining two flanking the 
central doorway. Pilaster capitals are crowned with bead and real molding below 
the abacus and a small eagle w i t h  wings spread beyond the circle on which i t  is  
standing. Swags drape the area below completing the decoration. 

Leaded, multi-pane, double-hung, sash windows line are found a t  the f i r s t  story 
and are topped w i t h  simply detailed entablatures. The rear portion on the northeast 
side is  divided into three small shops which are separate from the main office 
areas and maintain their individual front entrances. Second story windows are 
separated by engaged col umns and p i  1 asters. The one-over-one pane doubl e-hung 
sash vtfncowst are grouped. in pairs on ,either side of a group of three in the central 
portion of the facade. With the exception of one window above the northeast 
eantrance, groups of three windows complete the ribbon. Rectangular panels 
centered by pateraes with floral designs are placed evenly between f i r s t  and 
second story windows. Guil loche molding wraps the structure above second story 
windows and is  centered i n  each section by a paterae with a floral design. 
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The entablature begins w i th  three decorative moldings and f l a t  bands comprise the 
architrave. The bands grow wider and protrude fu r ther  i n  t h e i r  ascension. Small 
bead and ree l  molding l i e s  under the f i r s t  band, simple water l e a f  then enriched 
water leaf moldings f in ish  the architrave. The f r i eze  i s  qu i te  wide but simply 
adorned only a t  the corners w i th  three pateraes enc i rc l ing  f l o ra l  designs set  i n  
rectangular patterns. The words "Arkansas Bank & Trust" were once inscr ibed i n  
the f r ieze  but were replaced by " F i r s t  National Bank" when tha t  company bought the 
building. Beginning a t  the bottom, the cornice i s  r i c h l y  adorned w i th  a t h i n  
bead and ree l  molding, enriched- water l e a f  and prominent dent i ls.  Modi l l  ioned 
brackets support the eaves which are embellished w i th  a t h i n  simple water l e a f  
molding. 

The roof  culminates i n  a parapet decorated a t  the corners w i th  swags centered i n  
protruding rectangular panels . Be1 t courses enc i rc le  the parapet and be1 ow the 
panels. I n  the center, the wal l  projects and r i ses  above the parapet l i ne .  Centered 
by brackets on the sides, the pro ject ion i s  emblazoned w i th  an eagle w i th  wings 
spread. . , 
The i n t e r i o r  possesses f i v e  separate o f f i ces> -two o f  which are-Bnclosed-and each 

-w9 are divided by the o r ig ina l  square columfis crowned w i th  simple' bcanthus"'1eaf 
capi tals.  The c e i l i n g  i s  divided by wide, paneled r i b s  accented by a row o f  dent i l s  
i n  each section. The second f l o o r  opens from the primary entrance on Walnut Street 
from which the staircase leads t o  a large h a l l  tha t  runs the length o f  the structure. 
A reception area overlooks Front Street and seventeen o f f i c e  areas l i n e  the hallway. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 140G1499 
.*x - 150+1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
- 18061 899 

1900- 

Areas of SignificanccChock and justify below 
--,. archeology-prehistoric . - .- community planning -- landscape architecture.- religion ': 

- arch?ology.historic conservation law - science 
2.- agriicullure ..-- economics --.- literature -- sculpture 
-L architecture education military - social1 
-- art . - - engineering -- music humanitarian 
... 25- commerce --. explorationlsettlement -- philosophy - theater 
- communications industry - politicslgovernmnt - transmation 

_-.- invention - other (specify) 

Statement of Signifieinco (in on0 paragraph) 

SUMMARY 

The Arkansas Bank & Trust  Company Bu i ld ing  i s  s i tuated on the corner o f  Front and 
Walnut Streets opposite the Missour i -Paci f ic  Railroad Depot and the White River i n  
downtown Newport. Newport's loca t ion  on a major r a i l  l i n e  and the area's major 
waterway allowed the c i t y  t o  become the center of comerce and trade. Exh ib i t i ng  
cor rect  arch i tec tura l  features of the ornate Neoclassic s t y l e  t h a t  deem i t  one o f  
the f i n e s t  cormercial bu i ld ings i n  Newport, the s t ructure housed the Arkznsas Bank 
& Trust  Company and F i r s t  National Bank, both o f  which contr ibuted t o  the i n d u s t r i a l  
and agr i cu l tu ra l  growth o f  the c i t y  and the surrounding area. A f t e r  a disastrous 
f i r e  damaged comnercial and res iden t ia l  st ructures i n  Newport i n  1926, the Arkansas 
Bank & Trust  Company financed the major por t ion  o f  Newport's reconstruction. Also, 
Arkansas's f i r s t  and the nat ion's second Farm Credi t  Association was founded by a 
young attorney who pract iced on the second f l oo r .  

t 

ag ELABORATION 

The bu i ld ing  was o r i g i n a l l y  constructed i n  1916 t o  house t he  Arkansas Bank & Trust  
Company. With a warm a t t i t u d e  and a genuine concern.for the betterment o f  the  
community, Charley Henry,, bank president, extended loans and made funds ava i lab le  
t o  farmers for the next crbp year dur ing the pre-depression period. . , (  ! 

It was dur ing t h i s  time t h a t  the ground work f o r  organizing the ~ a t i u n a l  Farm Loan 
Association was conceived. I n  1924, Wesley Bengel , a young at torney occupying a 
small o f f i c e  on the second"hoor o f  the bank bui ld ing,  recognized the nhed.for  a l o c a l  
farm c r e d i t  f a c i l i t y  i n  the Newport area. He organized the f i r s t  farm c r e d i t  
associat ion i n  Arkansas, the Jackson County Farm Credi t  Association, which.was the 
second o f  i t s  k ind i n  the' United States. Bengel made funds ava i lab le  t o  loca l  
farmers under one o f  the most ac t i ve  loan associations on record. 

During the year 1926, f i r e  caused extensive damage t o  both commercial and res iden t ia l  
sections o f  the c i t y .  The Arkansas Bank & Trust  Company Bui ld ing served as head- 
quarters i n  making disaster loans and f inanc ia l  arrangements f o r  reconstruct ion.  

I n  1930 the Arkansas Bank & Trust  Company went i n t o  a receivership and years l a t e r  
the bu i ld ing  was purchased by F i r s t  National Bank, which remained a t  the bu i l d i ng  
u n t i l  1967. A fabr ic store occupied the bu i l d i ng  from 1967unti.l ri9~75, when dohn - . 
Minor Company, Inc. opened insurance and rea l  estate o f f i ces .  The Minor Company 
maintains occupancy o f  the bu i ld ing  a t  t h i s  time. 

Designed by Mann and Stern, the Neoclassical bu i l d i ng  adds an eloquent accent t o  the - downtown area. The i n t e r i o r  o f  the main bu i l d i ng  has been modernized on ly  t o  the 
extent t ha t  i t  compl iments the o r i g i na l  design. The bu i  1 ding i s  unanimously admired 
and considered a beaut i fu l  reminder o f  Newport's h is to ry .  
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.- 1 1. Form Prepared BY 

MWmk Ms. Mi ldred Gregory, Edi ted by AHPP S ta f f  
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state Arkansas, . 

12. State Historic Preservation, Officer Certification 
Th. evaiuated significance of this property withln the state is: 

-. national -- staie X local 

As the doslgnatod State Historic Premwation Of f icr  for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 83- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has beon evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures sat fort t 
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1 
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-- 

Form umonly 
I m l t y  thmt this prap.rty Is l m l u d d  In tho N.Hanal Register 





Arkansas Bank and T r u s t  B u i l d i n g  

Newport, Jackson Co. 

Photographed by Don Brown, 1985 

Negat ives on f i l e  a t  AHPP 

E x t e r i o r  t e r r a  c o t t a  d e t a i  1 





Arkansas Bank and T r u s t  B u i l d i  

Newport, Jackson Co. 

Photographed by Don Brown, 198 

Nega ti ves on f i  le a t  AHPP 

I n t e r i o r  d e t a i  1 





Arkansas Bank and T r u s t  b u i l d i n g  

Newport, Jackson Co. 

Photographed by Don 
-.- 

Brown, 1985 

Negatives on t i  l e  a t  AHPP 

F ron t  e l e v a t i o n  (northwest) 





Arkansas Bank and Trust Bldg. 
Newport, Jackson Co. 
Side elevation 
Photographed by Don Brown 
November 1985 
Negative on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
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