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1. Name of Property 

historic name Big Bortom Slough Bridge 

other nameskite number Bridge 514014. Site #IN0623 

2, Location 

sweet & number County Road 58 (Padgert Island Rd) not for publication 

city or town Magness IX] vicinity 

state Arkansas code .QR county Independence code 063 zip code 72553 

As the dcsignared authmty under the Nar!onal Histonc Presmarion Act, z amended. I hereby certify ihat rb~s nomnanon a 
requcst tor dewmination of eligibilq m the documentation standards for registering propeniff in the Natuonai Register o f  H~sronc 
'?acgs and meets the procedural and pfcssional requtrcments ser for In 36 CFR Pafi 60. In my oplnion, the propem meets 
2 x 5  not mt thc Nat~onal Reg~stercntrria I recmmmd rhar his propmy be considered s ipi f icant  

sheet for addl Ilona] 

Arkansas Historic Presen.ation Program 
Stale o: l.'ederal agcncy and 3 n a u  

In my opin~m. the pmperty U mcrs D docs not meet rhe Narional Regina oittna. (17 Set Continua~im sheel foradd~tional 
comments.) 

Signamre of cmtfyiop ottic!al;ritIe Date 

Stale or F e d ~ n l  agmcy and bumu 

4. National Park Service Certification 
1 hereby ccn!$ tar the propernis: Signat~z of thc Keeper Date o f  hcuon 

entered In !he Kar~ona! Rc~lster. 
See eonaruntiwr sheet 

detamined eligible for rk 
Narimal Rcgistcr. 

Sce coniinuarion shm 
0 determined not cl~gihlc Tor rhc 

National Register. 
rcmsved fmm the Nat~onal - 

Regiser. 

other. (explain:) 



Independence County. Arkansas 
Cuunry and Sraa 

- 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
i ' k k  as many box- as appl)) (Cireck on!! one box) 

0 primre building(s) 

public-local district 

publicSrate site 
public-Federal stnrcture 

object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
( E n t m ' % i A " i i p r o p ~  IS not par: of 3 mulri~lc prwerty Iistlng.) 

Historic Bridges of Arkamas 

Yumbes of Resources within Property 
(hnnt Include previouslr I~stcd rtjources in count ) 

Contributing Noncontribu ring 

buildings 
sites 

B structures 

objects 
I Total 

Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

.. . 

6. Function or Use 

Histaric Functions 
(Enter cstegmes f m  instructions) 

TWSPORTATlON!road-re lated (vehic~lar)~%ridge 

Current Functions 
(Enra c a t e p ~ e s  from insrrucrians) 

Architectural Classification 
(Enta categoria f r m  instrucr~ons) 

OTHEWSran thru-truss 

MateriaIs 
(Enm carzgories from insrrucums) 

foundation CONCRETE 

roof N:A 

orher STEEL 

Sarrative Description 
(Desrrik the h~stonc and c u m 2  sondirim o l  the p r o m  on one or more con:inuanm sheets.1 



Big Bottom Sloua Bridge Independence Counp. Arkansas 
Y a m  of Propeny Counry and State 

S. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance rlucal. sta:e. national) 
'7rk "x" in one ov m c  bores for the m t m a  qualify~ng the property Local 

irdonrl Rrdi~er 1isr.r~) 

A Propeny is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution u, the broad patrerns of Areas of Significance (Enta cstcgones from ,nstrJct:ms) 

our history. 

B Property is associated with h e  lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[51 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or rtpreserits a sipificant and 
distingvishable entity whose components Iack Period of Significance 
individual dishmion. 1909- 1951 

D Property has yielded, or i s  lkely to yield, 
information imponant in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the bones that nppl)..) 

Significant Dares 
1909- 1954 

Property is: 
A owned by a reIigious institution or used for 
re1 igiolls purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 
Significant Person (complete ifCri~erion B I5 marked] 

r] C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete ilCritetion D i s  marked) 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or smcture. 

1 F a commmrative property 
ArehitectlSuilder 

17 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within h e  past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
{Explain the sign~ficance af the properry on one or more continuat~on shects.1 

9. .Major Bibliographicat References 

Bibliography 
(Cite ihe M s .  articles. and othm sources used in preparing &is  f m  on one or more cmtinuat~on sheets-) 

Previous documentation on file (XI'S): 
prelimnary determination of ind~vtdual listing (26 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the Sat~onal Register 
Q Previously determined eligible by the National 
: Regisrer 

designated a 'Eu'ational Historic Landmark 
U' recorded by Historic American Build~ngs Survey 

3 
recorded by H~storic American Engineerins 

Primary location of additionai data: 
Stare Historic Presewatlon Ofice 
Other State Agency 
Federal Agency 
Local Govement 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
Arkansas State Highway & Transportation Department 

Record if 



Big Bottom SIough Bridge 
Kame of Pmpcrp 

Independence County. Arkansas 
Court? and StzIc 

10. Georrraohical Data 

"reage of Property Less than one 
f 

I- r41 References 
I P'acc addir~ona! UP1  refmnces on a continust~on sheet.] 

3 - 
Zone Essting Konhlng 

r] Sec cantinuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dtscribe rhc boundaries cf the property an a connnuatim sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Enplaln why tht boundants were selected on a mnnualion shecl.) 

-. . -- 

11. Form Prepared By 

mmeititle Ralph 5. Wilcox, National Register & Survey Coordinator 

organization -4rkansas Historic Preservation Program date 

street & number 1600 Tower Buildmg, 323 Center S t ~ t e t  telephone (50 1 1324-9787 

city or town Little Rock stare AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
S u h m ~ t  ;he io:Iowing items wth the canplctcd form. 

v .tinuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7 -5 or IS minute series) indicating the praperty's location 

A Sketch map for historic dis~icts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHW or FPO for my additional item 3 

Propertv Owner 
[Complete rhts !:err a1 the reques: o f  SI-IPD or FFQ.) 

name Independence Counp 

street & number 192 East Main Street telephone 

city. ox t o m  Batesville state AR zip code 72501 

Pnpcmork Reduction Art Sta t~mcnt: This information IS king eollect~d for applications la the National Repiam or Hrs~mc Places to nomrnatc propm~es for 
Iv.tlng ar dcterrrtlne eliglb~lity for l~sting, ro 11st ptopenits, and lo amend cxlstlng 11strng. Raponse to this request 1s r q c i ~ d  tenbra~n r bmcft tn acc~rdance 
r l t h  the Nauonal H~slonc Presennalim Act, as ammdd ( 1  6 U S C -170 er seq 1 

* a t 4  Burden Statcmmt: Publlc reponlng burden tbr this form i s  es;t~matd to z v m g c  18.1 hours F : w n s e  ~ncluding 6.m for moicwlng insnuct~ons. 
ing and mainlalnmp data. and complcling and mietting the S m .  D~rccl commnk regatding th~s burdm esthmfcor any aspect o!'this i o rn  80 the Ch~ci, 

~c??i~n:srrativc S e n ~ c c s  Divlston, Ua~ional Park Service. P 0. Boy 37127, i%'ashingion, DC 113013-71 2', and thc Oficc oiMaaapemz and Budgn. P v d  
Kcrluctions Projects (1024-001 8). Washington. DC 201703. 



Big Bottom Slough Bridge 
Name of h p c r t y  

United States Department of the Interior 
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Independence County, Arkansas 
County and State 

SUMMARY 
The Big Bottom SIough Br id~e  is located at the only point where County Road 58 (also known as 

Padgett Island Road) crosses the Big Bottom Slough. It is located approximately two and one-half miles 
south of Arkansas Highway 69 and the town of Magness. Comprised of one span measuring 110 feet long, 
this pin-connected steel Pratt thru-truss has a total Iength of 192 feet. 

ELABORATION 
The Pratt truss was first developed by Thomas and Caleb Bsatt in 1844, and contains diagonals in 

tensf on and verticals in compression. Since it is a th - t russ ,  the bridge carries its traffic load with the 
botlom chords. 

The Big Bottom Slough Bridge consists of a single pin-connected Pratt thru-truss span measuring 1 1 0 
?t, with a total structure Ien,gth of 192 feet. The bridge is accessed From both north and south. The vertical 

' 
.-zarance inside the truss p o d  is 1 E .6 feet. The travel surface and overall width of the bridge is 12 feet. The 
deck surface is wood laid over a steel truss. The abutments are concrete. A pair of side-by-side Pratt tnzssm 
nm the entire length of the bridge on the east and west sides. 

INTEGRITY 
No structural alterations have been made to the bridge to compromise its integrity. Its location 

remains rural, and its setting remains pristine. The bridge still illustrates its original design and materials. In 
addition, the bridge is still in use for vehicular travel. 



Bip  ono om Slough Bridge 
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County and Stale 

United States Department of the Lnterior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 1 

SUMMARY 
Constructed in 1909, the Big Bottom Slough Bridge is being nominated to the National Register of 

Historic Places with Iocal significance under Criterion C as the best example of a Pratt th-truss bridge in 
the Magness-Newark vicinity. The bridge is also being nominated under Criterion A for its associations with 
the development of vehicular transportation in Independence County. This nomination is being submitted 
under the multiple-property listing "Historic Bridges of Arkansas." 

ELABORATION 
Though records of set! lement in Independence County before I 820 are exmrndp scarce, m account 

by William Russell (a land sunteyor for the Missouri Territory), written in 18 14, describes a series of 
settlements along the White River, within the area that would become Independence County. One sf those 
settlements was Poke Bayou, which is considered the forerunner of Batesville, the county seat. The act 
creating Independence County was approved and signed by TenitoriaI Governor James Miller on October 23, 

320. Independence County was the fourth county created after Arkansas became a territory. 

During the formative years of the county, the prjrnary modes of transportation were by riverboat or 
railway. By 19 10, a small number of automobiles had been introduced, and by t 9 16, the number of autos 
reached E 52. As this number increased, there was a demand for roads and bridges, although this demand did 
not reach its peak until the 1921)s. h 19 13, the Bntesville Gtmrd {the county's oldest newspaper still in 
operation) reported meetings in the courthouse to discuss various proposals for building a bridge across the 
White River at Batesville. However, the bridge was not built for another fourreen years. En 19 17, the first 
real efirt was made to create a major state road throu$ the county, from Mammoth Spring (Fulton County) 
to Little Rock. 

The Big Bottom Slough Bridge was constructed in 1909, but little is known about who constructed 
the bridge. County Road 58 (Padgett Island Road}, on which the bridge is located, traveIs due south out of 
the town of Magness and through a heavily cultivated agricultural area. The southern and western boundaries 
of this area are formed by the UThi te River, while the Big BoElom Slough forms the northern and eastern 
boundaries. lnside these boundaries lies a fertile alluvial plain known as Padgett Island. At the point where 
County Road 58 and the Big Bottom Slough meet sits the Big Bottom Slough Bridge, which must have been 
consrmcted to allow access to the fertile farmlands of Padgett Island between the slough and the river, The 
bridge is still in use today to access the same area. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICRYCE 
,i Yonstructed in 1909, the Big Bottom Slough Bridge is being nominated to the National Register oFHistoric 

- races with local significance under Criterion C as the best example of a Pratt th - t russ  bridge in the 
Magness-Newark vicinity. The bridge i s  also being nominated under Criterion A for its associations with the 
development of vehicular transportation in Independence County. This nomination is being submitted under 
the multiple-property listing "'Historic Bridzes of Arkansas." 
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Information on Independence County history from 
http:/lfly.hiwaay.net/-dmqlem/april76.Rtm 
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Coun:y and Sta l t  

VEWAL 80UIVDARY DESCRIPTION 
From a point 75 feet south-southeast of the southeastern corner of the bridge, proceed north-northwest 300 
feet, then proceed west-southwest 75 feet, the proceed south-southeast 300 feet, then proceed east-northeast 
75 feet to the point of beginning. 

BOUNDARY fitSTIFICATION 
This boundary indudes the Big Bottom SIough Bridge and its immediate setting. 







1 K.zm;d, ejiied, a?ri aubl~shec j y  the G~ol3gical  Survey ,$ ;t - 


