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1. Kame of Property 

historic name Akron Cemetery 

other nameslsite number 

2. Location 

street 8: number Approximately 2 miles south of Newark on Arkansas Highway 122 not for publication 

ciay w town Newark x vicinity 

state Arkansas c d e  AR county Independence code 063 zip code 72562 

3. Statefledera! Agency Certification 

As the desigoad aulhorip under rhe Nations! Hismric Preservation Act, as amended. I hereby certify that this r;jl nomination 
requen. for determinmion of  ellgibi l~ty meen the documentation standards for repisrering properties in thr National Register of Hi~toric 
Places and meets the procedural and p~ofessional requirements xl lor in 36 CFR Pan 60 I n  my opinion, the propem ). mects 
does not m e t  he Yational Repisrer criteria. 1 wornmend tha this propert): 'be considered significant 

sheet for addirronal m mcnts 

Signa~urc or c e n r 3 r n ~  otfcciat TI:!< 
g 7 5 / &  0:irL L 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal a p c y  and bureau 

com~nenrs.) 

Signaturn of ccnifLing officialTitlc I l a l e  

State or Federal a y c y  wd bureau - 
4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that the property i s  Signamre of the K z e ~ r  Date of ,\C~IOT: 

[7 eniercd in Ihe National Rcgisler. 
See wntinuntion sheer 

detenntd eligible for the 
National Register. 

See conrinuation sheet 
detcrrn~ned not eligible for the 

Narional Rcgietur. 
removed from the Notional 

Repistcr 

17 other. tc~plain.) 



Akron Cemetery 
Name of Propcfly 

5. Classi 

County and 
- Independence County, Arkansas 

I Slate 

ownership or Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
~ckasmnnyhoxcsar;apply) (Checkonlyoneborl (lk not ~ncl~rde previously lisled resources ~n count.) 

[XI private buildin&) Contributing Noncontributing 

public-local district 
public-State [XI site 0 0 buildings 

structure 1 0 sites 

object 0 0 structures 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter %'A" iipmprrLy i s  not pad o l a  multiplc provrty listing.) 

... - 

0 0 objects 

I 0 Total 

Number of Cantribut  in^ resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

N/A NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from in~lnrctions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter wtegorlcs from insuucrions) 

FUNERARY: Cemetery FUNERARY: Cemetery 

7. Description 

Architectural CIassification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

N/ A 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundat ion NJA 
- 

waIIs NIA 

noof NlA 

other Limestone, Granite. Concrete, and Marble 

Narrative Dewription 
(Dsscrik the historic and ctrrrcnt condition of the propew on one or more continuation shects 



Akron Cemetey 
Yame of Prirpeny 

Independence Countv. Arkansas - - 

County and Sate 

8. Statement of Significance 

4pplicablc National Register Criteria 
rk "x" i n  onc or more boves for the criteria qualiein2 the pmptny 

.-.I National Regisler listing.) 

x A Propert?, is associated with events that have ma 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our histov. 

0 B Property is  associated with the lives of persons 
sign~ficanr in our past. 

Q C Propem embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type. period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values. or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Levels of Significance (local, slate. national) 

Local 

Areas of Significance (Enter mtceorics from instructbns) 

Exploration and Settlement 

Period of Significance 
1829- t 930 

D Property has yielded. or is likely to yield, 
infomat ion important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Marti "r" in all the boxes thar apply.) 

Propep is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

I religious purposes. 
_' 

B removed from its original location. 

Significant Dates 
1 S29(first burial) 
1930llast burial) 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked) 

NIA 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical: figure of outstanding 
im~ortance,  Cultural Affiliation (Complcle if Criterion D is markcd) 

x D a cemetery. N!A 

0 E a reconslmcred building, object, or strumre. 

[7 F a commemontive property 
Archi tectmuilder 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved s iy i  ficance N!A 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain thc sign~ticance of the property on one or mow continuruion she%.)  

9. Major Bibbgraphical References 

Bibliography 
(C~rr the books. anicles. and other smrrces used in prepruing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location oiadditianal data: 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

X State I-Iistoric Preservation Office 

I CFR 67) has been requested 
_] previously listcd in the National Register 

Previousty determined eligible by the: National 
Register 

desi~nared a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

Other State Agency 
Federal Agency a Local Government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 



f 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record S: 



Akron C e r n a q  
Same of Pmpent 

independence County, Arkansas 
Coxn~r and Skate 

10. Geo~raphical  Data 

-reage of Property One acre 

- - 
PITM References 
(Plncc additional UTM references on a contin~mion shea.) 

I 15 640344 3947683 
Zone Easli~lg Nonhing 

Verbal Boundar?; Description 
( I k s c r i k  the boundaries o f  the property on a conrinl~ation sheet.) 
SE 'J1, NE 'A, N,qV %, S!W IJ4* Section 17, Township 12N, Range 4W 
Boundary Justification 
The boundary includes all extant resources nsswiated with the cemetery. 

3 
Zone Eascing Nonh~ng 

4 

Sec continuation shccr 

11. Form Prepared By 

name'title Zac Cothten 

organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date S02Q/M 

m e e t  & numkr 323 Center Street Suite 1500 telephone 50 1-324-9880 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit tljc i l j l l t>n~ng iictn.; \\ ~ r h  111c completed form 

mtinuation Sheets 
- 

Maps 
A USCS map (7.5 or 1 5 minute series) indicating nhe propev's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acrease or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Chcck ~ n h  thc SHM) or FPO for any addirionsl irems ) 

Property Omer 
(Conjpletc thrs item at the q u e s t  o f  SHPO nr FM ) 

name Dewape Davidson 

street & number 365 Easr 8:h Street telephone 670-799-30 17 

city or town Newark state Arkansas zip code 72562 

Paperwork Reduction Art Stmtcmtnt: n i s  information i s  king  mlIeapd for applications to h e  Nnlional Itcgistcr oFHistoric Places to nominate pmpcnies fm 
listing nr dcrcrmint clisihility for listing. to list p rgcnw,  mdro amcnd misting lisrine Response H) rhis r e q u ~ ~ t  i s  required to obtain a bencrn In accordance 
with Ihc Nrt~ionnl TIistoric Prcscmation Act. a< mended (16 U S.C. 470 df r c q  1 

- timnted Burden Statcmrnt: Public reporting burdm for rhis form iscstimard to average 18.1 hours prrrcsponse including rime for reviewing instructions. 
I 

kcring and maintainma data, and complctine and mieaing the form. Direcl comments wprding rhis burden estimate or any aspect of this tonn to the Chicl, 
-bminismt~vc Scrviccs I)~\ision, National Park Service. P. 0. Box 37127. iIfashinpon. DC 100I3-7127: and the Otficzof Management and Budget. Pqenvork 

Kcductions Projcca (102440181. Wadlington, DC 20303 



Akron Cemetew 
Name of Propcny 

Independence County, Arkansas 
County and \rate 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Senice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page f - 

SUMMAW 
Akron Cemetery is located in the north central part of Arkansas. It is approdrnateIy two rniIes south of 
Ketvark in Independence County. This cemetery is the burial place of some of the first settlers of the Newark 
area, and Independence County. It is quite possibly the oldest cemetery in Independence County. This 
community, know as Big Bottom, was renamed Akron in 1880. Akron ceased to exist wound 1940. The 
first recorded burial occurred in 1829, although the stone has been washed away. There are seventy-four 
burials in this cemetery. All these burials are historic occurring between the years of 1 829 and 1930. Sixty- 
three graves are marked and legible. Three are illegible and eleven are unmarked. Four burials are from 1829 
to 1 852. Forty-four busials occurred from 1 852- 1900. Twenty-one burials are from 1 900 to 1 930Cnine are 
unmarked). The cemetery is the last surviving resource associated with the settlement of Big Bottom and the 
town oFAkmn, thus the cemetery is being nominated for its association with the early settlement of the area. 

YLA130RGTIOY 
-. ikmn Cemetery is the on!y remaining site associated with the community of Big Bottom (Akron). Located 

within yards of the White River, it has withstood almost yearly flooding. A small weather-beaten painted 
sign with a cross atop it identifies the cemetery to passersby. The cemetery is only about thirty- feet from 
Highway 122, with a small driveway on the west side. Shrouding this small one-acre area is a cluster of oak 
trees on the west and one large oak on the east. Hardwood trees are scatrered throughout the cemetery. The 
only historic platings viewed within the cemetery are clusters of daffodils spread about the area. Just 
outside the cemetery boundary. the land is used for farming. Therefore, plowed fields sumund the cemetery 
on three sides. The cemetery is located atop a Native American earthen mound. In the early E 900s reports of 
Indian artifacts being found when graves were dug upas quite common, 

The first recorded burial occurred in T 829, although the stone has been washed away. There are seventy- four 
burials in this cemetery, all of which are historic. A burial has not occurred at the cemetery since 1930. Of 
the seventy-four graves. sixty-three graves are masked and legible, three are iIlegible, and eleven are 
unmarked. A survey of the cemetery show there were four burials from E 839 to 1852, seven in the 1 860s, 
sixteen in the I870s, fourteen in the E S80s, and seven in the 1890s. The first decade of the 1900s saw sixteen 
burials. The amount of people being buried at the cemetery drastically declined after 19 16 with only five 
burials taking place between 19 10 and the cemetery's final burial in t 930. There are at least two instances of 
duplicate stones, The exphiation for these duplicates seems to be that the river would wash markers away, 
and the family would replace them. The original stones w*ould then surface, sometimes across the road. or 
even further when the water would recede. The family wouEd then place them, usually on ground beside new 
rarker. There are legends that the Akron gravestones would surface in Newark two miles away following a 

,, fiite River flood. 
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Most of the stones are rnarble/limestone tablet style markers. A small number of obeIisk style markers, 
constructed of limestone, are also located in the cemetery. A limestone quarry ~r,~as located in Independence 
County in the middle of the 19th century. The avaiIabil ity of the material was probably the reason that 
limestone was the material of choice for gravestones at Akron. There are aIso several fieldstone markers in 
the cemetery. Some of the earliest burials are marked with fieIdstone. There are also a few examples of 
concrete headstones in the cemetery. There is no clear transition from one material to another in the 
cemetery, but the closeness to the limestone quarry near BatesviIle probably accounts for the consistency of 
materials. 

The oldest upright stone is that of Richard Holderby (1799-1 832). This stone appears to be marble, or 
limestone. His wife is buried nearby and marked with a simple fieldstone marker that reads "M H dl848". 
The stones in the cemetery are not overly ornate. and seemed to have been reserved primarily for children 

nd members of fraternal organizations. There are seven stones with Masonic emblems. Three markers have 
- . nultiple children listed with one stone. Many of the children's stones are carved with images of lambs. This 
uas common for a child's grave in the 1800s. 

The orientation of the burials is typical for an American cemetery. The dead were buried with their feet 
facing east which is a tradition foIlowed in most antebeIlum cemeteries. 

Integrity 
Akron Cemetery possesses a strong sense of integrity as its location still reflects its association with mral 
Independence County. The des ig  of the gravestones display materials and workmanship of days gone by. 
Most of the gravestones are in good condition, especialIy when one takes into account the almost yearly 
flooding of the cemetev by the IWte River. Very little has been done to detract from Akron Cemetery's 
feeling and association as the last vestige of the Big Bottom settlement and town of Akron. 
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Summary 
Akron Cemeterv, located in the Newark vicinity of Independence County, Arkansas, is being nominated to 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its local significance as the last remaining site 
in its original location associated with the settlement of Big Bottom, later known as Akron. It also meets the 
requirements of Criteria Consideration D: Cemeteries. 

Elaboration 
The history of Akron would have to begin by identifying the h'azive Americans who settled or passed 
fhough the a m  A few tribes known to have been here were the Osage. Cherokee, G hoctalv, Chickasaw, 
Delaware and Shawnee. There are artifacts and skeletal remains, which occ~isionally surface, but that is about 
a11 the information thaz we have to document their early existence in Big Bottom. 

One of the best early his to^ books pertaining specifically to this area was published in 1902, Its title is "The 
Yistory of Lawrence, Jackson, Independence and Stone Counties of the Third Judicial District of Arkansas." 

I 

ihe author was Sallie 1%'. Stockard, and the book contains many wonderhl quotes about the early days. She 
had the good fortune to interview* pioneers who had been in the area well before the Civil War. so her 
writings are very significant. Of the early Indians Stockard wrote, '"It is veritably the hunter's paradise and it 
was with great reluctance that the Indians were induced to give way to the encroachment of the white man 
upon their well-emed and hitherto undisputed domain." 

The only physical evidence reminding us of these earliest of residents is the Akron Cemetery, I t  was a 
Native American mound centuries before the white man began using it for his dead. A smaller mound was 
located across the present highway adjacent to the cemetery. While Akron Cemetery was in active use in the 
early t 900s, reports of Indian artifacts being found in freshly dug graves were often reported to the local 
newspaper. 

The mound, perhaps the county's best known and most often mentioned mound. is thought to have been the 
work of Native Americans from the Mississippian time frame of the mid- 1500s. 

The Akron mound was inspected by Indian archaeoIogist Edward Palmer around 1 882. Using his exact 
wording. he described she situation as, "...a large mound 7 ft. high, & 300 A. across, of circular form. It is 
covered with graves of the townspeople as it is on the outskirts. In digging the graves many things have been 
taken, from one gmve a fine carved shell and a number of beads were found and presented to the National 
Museum by M. A. Mull of Jacksonport. Jackson Co. Ark. A figure of clay was taken out at the same time 
v i f  h the shells ... There is another mound near the above. It  is 4 fl. high & 50 fi. across. One foot h m  

-- urface found 6 inches of burnt clay brick stuff, then 5 inches of ashes and charcoal. A few important things 
were found - Turned aver the whole mound. The base is of clay & sand.'" 
































