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1. Name 
historic BETHEL A F K ~ L A N  M ~ ~ H U U L ~ Z  LYXSCOPAL CHURCH 

and or oomrnon AME CHURCH 

Location 

swear nurnbr 895 Oak Street - not lor publhtlon 

state Arkansas cods 05 county ndence - 
3. Classification 

- unmupted - Park 
- work in progmks - educational priv- mldamu 
A~eassibFa - entertainment x rcllgl- 

A u u a n w r a y ~ ~ ~  A pa l - a r -  

- structum - both 
- site Publie Acqulm 

L yes: restrlctsd governmnt - rclenttfk 
,es: unmstrkted Industrlai - transportlnon 
10 rnilltary - other: 

king cons 

4, Owner ot ProDer+w 

!IS tees, 
. . . -. 

stw i numbr 1407 Case Street 

st,t, Arkansas 72502 

C ~ U T ~ ~ S O .  r a a ~ s t ~  ol dsed~. ate. 1 ndependence County Courthouse 

,t,thnu- 123 Main Street 

,, Arkansas 72501 

6. ~epresentation in Exist~ng surveys. . . 
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The construction and design of the 1910 wing, whSch bisected the  west elevation o f  
the 1881 building, are almost identical to those o f  the o r i g i n a l  church. However, 
the walls o f  the 1910 addi t ion  are only one foot  thick, while those of the  1881 
structure are two feet t h i c k .  A shed a d d i t i o n  l a t e r  filled the north side o f  the wing 
t o  the rear edge of the original bui ld ing .  Sided wi th  pressed or p a r t i c l e  board, the 
north el evation contains three irregualarly-arranged metal windows. The only other 
feature of the shed addit ion i s  a door on its west  elevation, set close t o  the 1910 
w i  ng . Three even1 y arrayed doubl e-hung windows wi th  single stone, st i ghtly f1 ared 
arched l i n t e l s ,  identical to  those on the 1881 b u i l d i n g ,  mark the west elevation of 
the wing. The window an the northern edge o f  the elevation, however, i s  concealed 
by vent i  1 a t i  an ducts. 

Two mere 1/1 double-hung windows f l a n k  a s l ightly of f -cen te r  door on the wingas 
south elevation, but only the window on the west  side of the door is defined by a 
flared arch. The.window nearest the 1881 structure is capped by a s t ra igh t ,  s ingle- '  
stone l i n t e l .  The remaining small exposure of the west e levat ion of the o r i g i n a l  

- church i s  featureless stone. 
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hlstork BETVEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

and or common AME CHURCH 

2, Location 
streel & numb' "35 Oak 3creec - not for publlcatlon 

eW, town E 

Arkansas code 05 Independence ~rwrs 063 

3, Classification 
Owns 

bulldingfs) A private - unoccupied - commarebl - plra 
- structure both - work in progmsa - educathml privnte m r ~  
- site Pw'bllt Acqublt ion Acewribla - entwlslnrnsnt 3 religloum 
- ob/sct - In process yes: restricted - govarnmsnt - ~clsntlfle 

k& being con! - yes: unrestrktmd - Industfal - t ranepmath 
, na - mllitary - othsf: 

4. Owner of Properry 

n a m  Trustess, Bethel A?!E Church - c/o Flontcomclry 
. .. 

1407 Case Street 

city, tcr " tesvill~ - NA ~lcrnw or ,,, Arkansas 72501 

courthoum, reglrtry d MS, ate. 1 ndependence County Courthouse 

stmtanumbr 133 Main Street - 
citv. to' I 1  1 e ,, Arkansas 72501 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys .. . . 

eltv. town tt.ts 
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In 1910 a substant ia l  wing was extended from the  western elevatjon and the interior 
o f  the church was a1 tered t o  accamodate i t s  en1 argement. A1 though t h e  exact d a t e  of  
construction was not recorded, p r i o r  t o  1914 an abbreviated tower-like steeple was 
added t o  t h e  church entrance. . 

In 1920, a devastating f i r e  completed the expulsion begun by w h i t e  social, economic, 
and pol i t i c a l  pressures, and local  newspapaer rejoiced in t he  removal of a number o f  
"undesirable rent houses" occupied primarily by blacks.  By the 1 9 2 0 ' ~ ~  the Bethel 
AME Church offered a tenuous refuge i n  an uneasy society, and several of t h e  e l e v a t i o n s  
as well as the entrance tower, conveyed the restrained ideal o f  the rural, black 
Arkansas church. 

A number o f  obtrusive additions later marred some secondary elevations o f  the church. 
In 1956 a stone-veneered gable and shed vesting room and off ice was joined t o  t h e  
north elevation of the  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  A t  a l a t e r  date, a small shed was a l so  
attached t o  the  north elevation of the. 1910 wing-. In 1973, . t h e  original belfry whf ch 
surmounted the entrance tower was destroyed by a tornado and replaced with a less 
elaborate subs ti tu te .  
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lntervi  ew w i t h  Mr. and Mrs. Savoy Montgomery & Arthur Montgomery, May 15, 1985 

B r i  t t on  , Nancy, "Bui 1 ding of Bethel AM€ Church". Unpubl i shed paper, 1985, 

Fagg, Jane 0 .  "Relocation of the Black School, 1905''. Unpublished paper. 

John Wi 11 tam Graves, "The Arkansas Separate Coach law o f  1891 ," in 
Arkansas f n  the Gllded Age, 1874-1900, Waddy William Moore ed. 
L i t t l e  Rock, Ark.: Rose Publishing Company, 1976. 
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