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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF ktown) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

The mill is housed in a wood frame building (c.1869)
with a rock foundation and a gambrel roof. The interior is
divided by three levels with a store in the front. The first
level contains the mill gears and mill box, the second the
hopper and buhrs, and the third level is used as a storage
area. The framing of the building is constructed of wood
which has been hewed carved, morticed, dovetarled_andv_
pegged. - P70 et e e i

[

THe rotating 1500-pound buhr is powered by a Leffel 40--
horsepower vertical water turbine manufactured by James Leffel
and company of :Springfield, Ohio. This turbine is 1nstalled
at the base of the- "fbrebay" {a concrete tank) under the
mill house. A watergate releases water into the forebay-'}f'
Originally a series. of small metal gates atop the turbine .
were opened and closed by a. level which started and stopped -
the mill. About 20 years. ago these became inoperable and
now the turbine is controlled by raising and lowering the - -
watergate in the dam.

' Power is transmitted from the turbine to the buhr stones
through two steel shafts. The gearwheel on the turbine shaft
is fitted with wooden teeth, originally persimmon but - :
replaced with oak in 1963, pegged into a circular metal
frame fitted onto the shaft. The other shaft is equipped .
with a metal.gear. The use of one wood and one metal gear
reportedly reduces friction as well as noise.

The major changes in the mill build;ng 'are the addition
of the porch (1918) and the removal of the buhrs for flour
milling. ‘The old flour bolter and the two wooden troughs
used in flour making are now stored on the mill joists.

. Waterris_suéﬁliéd'by a large spring flowing frdm”a”gra#el'
filled seam in the millopond's bottom. The flow measures
from three to five million gallons per day.

. A log dam at the spring supplied water by means of a
flume to an~earlier mill (c.1853) about two hundred yards
downstream: This dam was replaced by the present rock dam:
in 1867. Since then a few concrete supports and a layer of
concrete on the upper side have been added (c.1914).
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Spring Mill, although presengly not 6perating, is é
fully operable, post Civil War grist mill in a state of
excellent preservatlon.

The mlll dam was builkt in 1867 for Anthony N. Slmmons

'by_a famed millwright, Col. J. A. Schnabel, whose name and

the date of construction are noted on a stone built into the

“dam. It is believed the mill building was constructed two

years later.

"Since that time the mill has had a series of owners:

 James Miller and Thomas B. Roddy, 1871-1873; Jordon Janes,

1873-1913; C. W. McCrory, 1913-1915; D. R. Headstream, 1915-
1917; J. W. Coon. 1917; J. A. Iytle, Sr., 1917-1935; J. A.
Lytle, Sr's heirs, 1935 1938; J. A. Lytle, Jr., 1938-5_
present

The mill remained in operation until the 1960's at
which time Mrs. Lytle decided she was too 0ld to run it..
She now opens the mill dally for the public's engoyment and
education at no charge. ; _
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SPRING MILL . James Mill
2. LOCATION 7
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Highwav 69, six miles north of Batesville
3. PHOTO REFERENCE ‘
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Calvin Cotton ' September 1971 History Commission

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETE.

South elevation from the southwest corner.
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