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The Soulesbury I n s t i t u t e  - Glenn House stands on a l a r g e  corner l o t  
near downtown Batesville, Arkansas. This two-storey white,  wood frame 
residence i s  the most architecturally interesting of the many h i s t o r i c  
homes i n  Batesville. Two archi tectura l  styles are v i s i b l e  i n  t h i s  
one structure.  Greek Revival i s  the dominant exter ior  a rch i tec ture ,  
while the Victorian style i s  re f lec ted  i n  the i n t e r i o r .  

(Check One) 

An ell-shaped structure ,  the Glenn House s i t s  w i t h  i t s  long facade 
facing the street.  Except f o r  the Victorian styled bay window at 
the  west elevation, the e x t e r i o r  of the house i s  Greek Revival .  This 
influence i s  exhibited i n  the gentle p i t c h  and centered, pedimented 
gab le  of the rmf, the six-over-six light windows,  and the bracketed 
cornice. While the f ront  balcony door has only sidelights, the main 
entrance below shows both sidelights and a transom. Along w i t h  Doric 
columns on the small portico, these f e ~ t u r e s  character ize Greek 
Revi va 1 arch i tecture. 

(Chock One) 

Though the Victorian influence i s  predominant i n  the i n t e r l o r  of t h e  
Glenn House, Greek Revival i s  a l s o  reflected. The room arrangement 
i s  t h a t  o f  th2 Greek Revival period w i t h  a centra l  hall and chimneys 
a t  the gable ends of the building. High ceilings, undecorated plaster 
walls, and heavy shaped molding around the windms and doors typify 
a Greek Revival inter ior .  Nevertheless,  she prevai l ing atmosphere 
o f  the interior of the present structure belongs to the Victorian era. 

In the double door openings on the ground floor a r e  several large 
double w a l l  s l i d i n g  doors and ornate wooden g r i l l  work, both very 
popular i n  t h e  late 19th century. Filigreed doorknobs and lock p l a t e s ,  
built-in closets and storage units, and stained glass are also found .  
Most  i nd ica t ive  of the Victorian influence, is the handcrafted oak 
s t a i  rcase. Wi.th j igsawed gri  1 lwork, recessed panels,  and finely 
turned balusters, columns and. newels, t h i s  s ta i rcase  i s  a masterpiece 
of craftsmanship. 

F i v e  d i s t i n c t  phases o f  construction a r e  present i n  the Glenn home. 
The f i r s t  was the i n i t i a l  construction, c i r c a  1850, of a classroom 
b u i l d i n g  for  the  Soulesbury I n s t i t u t e .  A two-storey, rectangular 
structure w i t h  i t s  long face  toward the s t r e e t ,  i t  consisted of a 
centra l  h a l l  w i t h  one room on each s i d e .  The original building is 
ncw seen as the f ront ,  or main sect ion o f  t h e  house .  

The next stage came w i t h  the purchase of the Soulesbury property 
by the Glenn family i n  1873. This ?nvolved t he  transformation of 
the classroom b u i M i n g  in to  a r e s i d e n t i a l  s t ruc ture ,  and included 
the a d d i t i o n  of an ell wing  to  the rear of  the original struc-ture. 
This e l l  was a t y p i c a l l y  V ic to r i an  a d d i t i o n ,  containing a large d i k i n g  
room and kitchen on the ground f lwr ,  and two bedrooms upsta i rs .  
During t h i s  phase the dining room included the  area now ussd  as a 
breakfast  roo7, 
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7.  Description (~Fenn  House - Page 2 )  

The t h i r d  a1 teration of  the Glenn ~ o k e  c a d  sometime around the turn 
o f  the century.  During t h i s  phase two bay window-rooms and long 
porches extending across the f ron t  and back of  the m a i n  section of 
the buildinganddawn the sides of the e l l  were added. Extensive 
in ter ior  rtmdel ing was also completed a t  this t ime which included 
the oak s t a i  rcase, ornate oak mantels over the d w n ~ t a i  r s  f i  replaces,  
and oak grills at the -top of the three double-door openings on the 
main floor. 

When E .  H, Glenn and h i s  family moved in to  t h e  house i n  1929, a fourth 
s t a g e  of a1 te ra t  ions took place. The breakfast  room was created by 
the addition of a w a l l  which c u t  off p a r t  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room, and the 
porches were reduced to t h e i r  present form and partially enclosed. 
Closets were added to most rooms, and new flooring was installed i n  
t h e  front p a r t  of t h e  house. 

The l a s t  o f  the st ruc tura l  alterations was completed i n  the early  
1950's.  Essentially t h i s  phase consisted of  fu r the r  enclosure and 
d i v i  s ion  o f  the  rear porches on both the f i  rs t and second f 1 oors . 
From its i n i t i a l  construction, c i r c a  1850, through t h e  four major 
stages o f  Glenn family occupancy, the house i n  i t s  architecture has 
recorded t h e  changing fashions and tastes o f  t h i s  north Arkansas 
comnunity. I n  the  Soulesbvry Inst i tu te -Glenn House, lies over 125 
years of  architectural history i n  Batesville, 
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