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Built in 1888, the J. S. Handford House is a two and one-half storey,
wood frame house with gable hip roof of diamond-shaped asbestos
shingles. The original roof was of wood shingles, A side chimney
extends above the roof on the east elevation and is capped by
decorative corbelling and a stone band.

Distinguishing exterior features include a veranda across the entire
facade of the house and two-thirds of the northeast elevation, a center
gable atop an otfset bay on the front elevation, and a two- Storey
semi-decagon bay located midway on the SOuthwEst ‘elevation. Cf special
interest. is the band of scalloped shlngles which wraps around two-thirds
of the second storey,

The lathe turned posts of the veranda are delicate in appearance, as

are the thin brackets straddling esch post. These delicate features

are countered by the porch railing with solid scrol1 cut pane]s spanning
the space between the posts.

43S

The interior organization of the J. $. Handford House is a side halil
plan three rooms deep. Stairs on the outside wall of the hallway
lead to the second storey. The second storey is a central hall with
. five rooms and a bathroom. Double parlors connected by large sliding
wood panzlled doors open onto the side hall way., A dining area with
semi-decagon bay is entered from the end of the hallway, and connects
to the rear parlor by double sliding doors. The floor in this room
is exceptional in its use of alternating oak and walnut flooring. A
pantry passageway leads from the dining room to the rear kitchen.
Located off the kitchen and behind the rear parlor on the east side
of the house is an exterior latticed porch. The porch has been enclosed
and made into an office space for the owner.

SNOI1 12Ny L sSNI

A fireplace is located in the front parler and is noteworthy for the
decorative tile band that lines the hearth opening. Other interior
festures include symmetrical molded trim with corner hlocks and
medallions, eleven foot, six inch ceilings and four inch tongue and
groove oak flooring,

Al exterior trim is plain with three-quarter round at all corners

of wall surfaces on the porch, The house is raised on a four foot,

six inch native stone foundation. Except for minor alterations which
are explained above , the J, S. Handford House remains unchanged
since fts original construction,

“See .nomination of C. R. Handford-Terry House.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1888 James Stanley Handford (1854-1936) built a home
for his wife and five daughters at 659 East Boswell Street
in Batesville, Arkansas. In a modest Queen Anne’ archi-
tectural style, the J. S. Handford House is located
directly opposite the Charles R, Handf»rd House. Built
by brothers who prospered in the lumber business, these
"twin" houses -are-unigue 4in Batesville.

J. 5. Handford was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in
1854. At a very early age he moved west with his family

and was reared in Kansas. After working as a clerxk for
several years he moved to Arkansas in 1876 to assist his.
older brother, Charles, in the lumber business. In 1884
Charles Hancdford moved his lumber company from central
Arkansas to a better location. at Batesville in the northeast
part of the state. J..5. Handford accompanied his older
brother, and the twd men operated their lumber business

as C. R. Handford and Company.

In turn-of-the-century Batesville the Handford brothers
were among the most prominent businessmen of the community.
As their lumber business grew and prospered, the Handford
brothers invested in other business ventures, including a
lime plant and wholesale groceries. When their needs out-
grew the banking facilities of Theodore Maxfield and
Company, the two Handford brothers helped establish the
Batesville Bank. "J. 5. Handford was elected as the first
president of this »ank at its corganizational meeting in
July, 1889. The financial success of these two brothers
was reflected in the home that each man built.

The Handford houses were the finest houses in Batesville
when they were built in 1888. Both houses were the first
in the town t9 have modern plumbing, the waterworks of
which consisted of windmills with pumps located in edgch
backyvard. The first concrete sidewalks laid in Batesville
ware those leading to the Handford houses, and the tws

brothers owned the first lawnmeowers in the town. As
trend-setters, the Handford houses had no makch.
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8. Significance (J. 5. Handford House - Page 2}

The architecture of the J. S. Handford House is a modest
_.Queen Anne style, The 2% storey frame house has both
clapboard .and shingle wall covering. The interior is mgre
richly decorated than the exterior, and features extensive
plaster molding, highly decorative woodwosrk, colored leaded
glass in some windows, ornate brass hardware, and several
original light fixtures. . Especially interesting is the

" dining room flcor, laid with alternating narrcw planks of
oak and walnut. Another notable feature is the original
coal burning fireplace in the front parlor. The green tile
surrounding this fireplace depicts five nymphs, representing
the five Handford daughters raised in the house,

The J. S. Handford House has remained in the family since
its construction. It is now owned by Handford's grand-
daughter and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schooler. S»me
of the wooden porch trim, ifterior woodwork trim, and the
colored glass around the entry has been removed. However,
these pieces are intact and are stored i1n the basement of
the house., Furnishings in the house are in keepinrg with the
styles in vogue when the house was constructed.

The significance of the J. S. Handford House lies in
several areas. Architecturally, it is a gyod example of a
modest Queen Anne style house. The almost identical

C. R. Handford House lacated just across the street makes
this pair of late Victorian structures unique in the city
of Batesville. In addition, the James Stanley Handford
house is representative of a prosperous bhusinessman's home
during the Gildecd Age in northeast Arkansas.

#5ee National Register nomination of C. R. Handford-Terry House.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
F%a_: 10.301 A NATIQONAL PARK SERVICE
5 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES :
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with pholograph)

1. NAME 7
COMION lAND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Asslgned by NPS)
Handford-Schooler House J. §. Handford House V
2. LOCATION '
ETATE COUMTY TOWN
Arkansas : Independence Batesville

ATREET AMD NUMBER

659 East Boswell Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

FHOTO CREDIT : : DATE 3 4 HMEGATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic
Robert Dunn November, 1974 Preservation Program

4, IDENTIFICATION . .
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRESTION, ETC.

Facade and southwest elevation, viewed from the south

GFO 932.30%
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FORM 10+301 A MHATIONAL PARK SERYICE
[8/72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

1. NAME )

COMMDN AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIL CODE, (Aseigned by NPS)
Handford-Schooler House J. §. Handford House

2, LOCATION ,

5TATE COUNTY TAWN .
Arkansas independence Batesville

STREET AND NUMBER

659 East Boswell Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

FHOTO CREDIT lDATE

Robert Dunn | November, 1974

NEGATIVE FILED AT
Arkansas Historic

Preservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIREC TION, ETC.

Rear elevation, viewed from the northwest

GFO 8232.003
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URITED STATES DEPARTMEMT OF THE INTERIOR
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b i NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES r
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM f
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
1. NAME -
COMMON AMD/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Handford-Schooler House J. §. Handford House
2. LOCATION
STATE JCOUNTY ) TOWN _
Arkansas . 7 Independence Batesville

STREET ANMOD MUMBER

659 East Boswell Street

3. PHOTO REFERENCE

BMOTO CREDIT - |DATE . INEGATIVE FILE_D AT )
l Arkansas Historic
Robert Dunn November, 197k g Preservation Program

4, JDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Fireplace in front parlor

GPQO 932-009
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NUMERLIC CoDt (Asalgnod by NP5)

COMMON

Handford=Schooler House

AND/OR HISTORIC

J. 5. Handford House

2. LOCATION ,
STATE [counTY ’ TOWN .
Arkansas J Independence Batesville
STREET AND NUMBER
659 East Boswell Street
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
o GATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

PHOTQ CREDIT

Robert Dunn

November, 1974

Arkansas Historic

Preservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Dining room,  viewed from

rear parlor

GFO 3232.000
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

1. NAME

COMMON

Handfordechooler House

TaND/OR RISTORIC

J. S. Handford House

NUMERIC CODE (Aasignod by APS)

2, L.OCATION

ATATE |counTy TOWN
Arkansas Independence Batesville
STREET AND MUMBER
659 East Boswell Street
3, PHOTO REFERENCE ’
DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT

HHOTO CREDIT

RobertrDunn

November, 1974

Arkansas Historic
Préservation Program

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIDEC VIEW, ODIRECTION, ETC.

Detail of oak and walnut flooring in dining room,

&GP0 932000



